


Parliamentarians to meet in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.J — Islamic and other international 
parliamentary delegations win meer here next June 
according to Lower House Speaker Sa’d Havel Srour 
who headed the Jordanian side to the International 
Parliamentary Union (IPUj conference which was 
jcld in Seoul. South Korea. Mr. Srour, in a statement 
to Jordan Television upon arrival, said the IPU adopt- 
ed on Monday a resolution denouncing the Israeli 
government’s plans and projects which adversely 
affect Jerusalem s geographic and demographic fea- 
tures. He added that the Jordanian tpam worked verv 
hard vrith Arab, Islamic and European delegations to 
gamer support for the resolution. 
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Qatari emir meets deposed father in Paris 

DLBAi (.AFP i — The Qatari emir met Friday in 
Paris with his father who he deposed two years ago. 
the Arab daily A! Hay at reported Saturday. Friday's 
meeting be:ueen the emir. Sheikh Hamad Ben Khali- 
fa A! Than:, and his father Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
Ai Than:, came a> pan of reconciliation efforts 
launched hy the two men in January, the paper said. 
The emir's government in February withdrew legal 
proceedings against the deposed leader which accused 
him of embezzling stale funds. Sheikh Hamad over- 
turned his father in a Woodless palace coup in 1 w?. 
Sheikh Khalifa at first refused to recognise the new 
government onJ vowed to win back power. Authori- 
ties in Doha blamed an attempted coup in February 
I 9vb on the deposed ruler. 
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China reaffirms 
'land-for-peace’ 

BEUING (AP) — Chinese 
Premier Li Peng called on 
Israel Friday to return occu- 
pied lands to Arabs if it 
wants peace, the official 
‘■-..T^ihua news agency 
reported. Mr. Li reaffirmed 
China’s commitment to a 
“Tand-for-peace” deal after 
being briefed on the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East by visiting Egyptian 
Premier Kamal Al Gan- 
zoury. Mr. Li called on both 
Arab and Israeli negotiators 
to be practical and" flexible 
in resolving tensions, Xin- 
hua said. 

Algerian minister 
quits his party, 
stays in cabinet 

PARIS (R) — Algeria's 
Tourism Minister Abul 
Aziz Ben Mahdi said he 
had quit the moderate 
Islamist Algerian Renewal 
Party (PRA), the official 
Algerian news agency APS 
said. He said his resignation 
was effective immediately, 
said APS without giving a 
reason. He remains in the 
cabinet, which he joined in 
1996 in President Liamine 
- Tjoual's drive to broaden 
die government's base. Mr. 
Ben Mahdi was the PRA’s 
member on the consultative 
council policy-making 
body since 1990 when the 
party was created. PRA is 
one of more than 30 politi- 
cal parties preparing for 
national assembly elections 
on Jane 5. 

Turkey says 135 
rebel Kurds killed 

7UNCELI, Turkey fR) — 
Turkish security forces 
have killed 135 Kurdish 
guerrillas in a 10-day-old 
offensive against the rebels 
in the mountainous east of 
the country, military offi- 
cials said. The toll includes 
42 dead announced on 
Tuesday, the officials said. 
Ten rebels had been cap- 
tured alive, they told 
reporters in Tunceli 
province, where the air- 
backed operation is taking 
place. One soldier has been 
lulled and four injured in 
the fighting so far, the offi- 
-\tals said More than 
22,000 people have died in 
the PKK’s 12-year-old fight 
for self-rule in the southeast 
of the country. 

Peru rebels alter 
key demand 

LIMA (AFP) — Rebels 
holding 72 hostages in the 
Japanese ambassador's res- 
idence have asked for the 
release of just 30 of then- 
jailed comrades whom they 
say are ailing, the daily La 
Republic a reported Satur- 
day. If accurate, the move 
would mark a change in the 
key demand the rebels have 
pressed in the hostage crisis 
for more than four months. 
Until now, the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) has 
made the release of 440 
imprisoned comrades their 
top demand to end peace- 
fully the protracted hostage 
crisis. President Alberto 
Fujimori has flatly refused 
to do so. The daily, quoting 
MRTA sources, said most 
of the 30 are senior strate- 
gists in the MRTA and other 
rebel movements including 
the “Andean Army” that 
includes units in Chile, 
Ecuador, Bolivia and El 
Salvador. Heading the list 
of 30 jailed rebels is MRTA 
founder Victor Polay Cam- 
pos, said to have a broken 
collarbone. malnutrition 
and an eye infection. Also 
on the list: American Lori 
B ere ns on, who was con- 
victed of helping to rent an 
-£,MRTA safehouse among 
other charges. She has 
denied the charges but said 
she sympathises with the 
MRTA. 


Netanyahu’s political backing begins to crumble; 
final decision on premier’s indictment on Sunday 


Peres backs down on call for national unity government 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Political support for Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, who is facing 
possible indictment in an 
influence-peddling scandal, 
began to fray on Friday. 

Even so, Israeli new-spa- 
pers carried reports suggest- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu would 
not be indicted. 

The leader of the Third 
Way, a centrist party in the 
ruling coalition, said Mr. 
Netanyahu may have to 
resign io clear the cloud of 
suspicion hanging over the 
government even If he is not 
indicted. ' 

The daily Haaretz quoted 
a legal source saying “it can 
be said almost with certain- 
ty that an indictment will 
not be submitted against the 
prime minister due to lack 
of sufficient evidence.” 

There are also serious 
doubts as to whether an 
indictment can be issued 
against Justice Minister 
Tsachi Hanegbi in terms of 
fraud and breach of trust 
since the recommendations 
in his case are based on the 
testimony of one central 
witness, Haaretz reported. 

Yediot Ahnonot noted * that 
three senior officials in the 
state anomey's office 
favoured issuing indict- 
ments against Mr. 
Netanyahu, but the state 
attorney herself and two of 
her staff leaned towards not 
issuing an indictmenL 

A key determinant of 
which way the decision will 
go may be whether Mr. 
Netanyahu is questioned 
again by police. This is 
because the police recom- 
mendation conditioned 
indictment on completion of 
the investigation and a fur- 
ther interrogation of the pre- 
mier, who was interviewed 
for four hours by police. 

Asked whether Mr. 
Netanyahu would be ques- 
tioned again. State Attorney 
Edna Arbel told reporters 
Friday “1 don’t think so” 
and said she hoped a deci- 
sion would be made by Sun- 
day. 

“We are finishing our 
work. We are trying to do 
our best to cry to finish this 
Sunday hopefully and then 
everyone will know our 
decision,” Ms. Arbel told 
reporters. 

“According to today's 
likely trend, the decision at 
the state attorney's office is 
to issue an indictment 
against Aryeh Deri alone,” 
said Israeli television 
reporter Amnon 

Abramovich. 

Even if he is not indicted, 
Mr. Netanyahu faces loss of 
political support. 

“If it becomes clear there 
are serious improprieties as 
far as democracy and the 
public are concerned, we 
won’t be able to support the 
government and will call for 
early elections,” said Yehu- 
da Harel, leader of the four- 
seat Third Way Party in the 
Knesset 

The loss of the Third Way 
alone would not affect Mr. 
Netanyahu, who has a ruling 
alliance of six parties which 
control 66 of the 120-seats 
in parliament 

Natan Sharanksy’s Yisrael 
B’aliyah Party called a 
meeting Friday afternoon to 
debate what should be done 
by the party which controls 
seven seats and has broad 
influence in the Russian 
immigrant community. 

There were signs that 
other members of his coali- 
tion were uneasy even 
though Mr. Netanyahu still 
maintained the backing of 
the majority of right-wing 
parliament members. 

Finance Minister Dan Meri- 
dor and Communications 
Minister Limor Livnat have 


refused comment until the 
prosecutors decide whether 
■ to charge Mr. Netanyahu. 

A decision on whether to 
indict the premier on 
charges of fraud and breach 
of public trust is expected 
on Sunday. The daily 
Haaretz newspaper quoted 
sources saying the prosecu- 
tors were divided on 
whether to charge Mr. 
Netanyahu and that expecta- 
tions were that he would not 
be named. 

IsraeJi opposition leader 
Shimon Peres ruled out on 
Saturday a national unity 
government following the 
police recommendation to 
indict Mr. Netanyahu in a 
government corruption 
scandal 

“As the situation stands 
today, there is no basis for a 
national unity government,” 
Mr. Peres told Israel army 
radio. 

An indictment against Mr. 
Netanyahu, the first for an 
Israeli prime minister, could 
topple his Likud-led gov- 
ernment and bring Labour 
back in power. 

Mr. Peres, who helped 
engineer the 1993 Israel- 
PLO peace accords but lost 
to Mr. Netanyahu in elec- 
tions last year, has said in 
the past he would consider 
joining a national unity gov- 
ernment which he believes 
is the only way to save fal- 
tering Israeli peace moves 
with the Palestinians and 
other Arab partners. 

“If the conclusions are that 
this government stays put 
then in my opinion the 
peace process will have 
almost lost its chance,” Mr. 
Peres said. 

Police recommended that 
charges be brought against 
Mr. Netanyahu, his political 
aide Avigdor Lieberman, 
Mr. Hanegbi and Arieh 
Deri, the head of the Shas 
Party which is also a mem- 
ber of the ruling coalition. 

The scandal focuses on 
the appointment of a Likud 
Party veteran, Roni Bar- On, 
as attorney general. Mr. 
Deri, who is on trial for cor- 
ruption charges, traded his 
party’s votes in favor of the 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Hebron in exchange for an 
anorney general who would 
agree to a plea bargain, 
media reports said. 

Several newspaper com- 
mentaries, including one in 
the Yediot Ahnonot daily, 
suggested Mr. Netanyahu 
would not be indicted 
because too much of the 
case against the premier 
rested on the testimony of 
one man — believed to be 
Mr. Deri’s former anorney 
who was angry at not being 
appointed anorney general. 

Opinion surveys pub- 
lished in Israeli newspapers 
found a low-level of support 
for Mr. Netanyahu’s perfor- 
mance as a result of the 
scandal but no clear majori- 
ty in favour of resignation. 

A telephone poll of 503 
Israelis by the Dahaf organ- 
isation published in the 
Yediot Ahnonot asked Lf the 
premier should resign now. 

Fifty-two per cent said he 
should resign only if he is 
convicted while 45 per cent 
said he should quit now 
whether he is indicted or 
noL The poll had a 4 per 
cent margin of error. 

A poll in the daily Maariv. 
however, asked if Mr. 
Netanyahu should resign 
and 55 per cent of the 486 
adults surveyed by tele- 
phone said that he should. 
The poll had a margin of 
error of 4.3 per cent. 

President Bill Clinton said 
Friday that Mr. Netanyahu’s 
mushrooming political 
scandal will not disrupt U.S. 
peacemaking efforts in the 
Middle East. 



Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and some of the cabinet members of his 
government bow their heads in a moment of silence for former President Haim 
Herzog as the cabinet meets on Friday. First on the left is Tzahi Hanegbi, the 
justice minister who is also facing indictment along with Mr. Netanyahu in the 
Israeli government scandal (Reuters photo) 

We —o. allow w . r oss returns; Arafat 


any- 
thing, anything, io derail the 
peace process, and I don’t 
believe we will,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said in a televised news 
conference. 

He said he had not talked 
with Mr. Netanyahu since 
the scandal came to a head 
on Wednesday. 

Mr. Clinton, who has had 
his own share of scandals, 
suggested it was none of his 
business anyway. 

“It’s obviously an internal 
matter for Israel to deal 
with. They’re a great and 
vi brant democracy, and 
they’ll deal with that in their 
way,” he said. 

The president, who has 
made Mideast peacemaking 
a priority of his second 
term, said that whatever the 
situation “we just keep plug- 
ging ahead here,” and he 
hailed the latest success of 
his Mideast envoy Dennis 
Ross. 

Senior Israeli and Pales- 
tinian security officials met 
Friday with Mr. Ross in 
what the White House 
called a “significant” step 
towards an agreement on 
security and cooperation. 
While Mr. Netanyahu's 
troubles may distract him 
from getting talks with the 
Palestinians back on crack, it 
could also soften some of 
his right-wing stands that 
have halted the negotiations. 

The 47 -year-old leader, 
elected II months ago by 
less than a percentage point, 
has described the influence- 
peddling scandal as “non- 
sense" and rejected calls to 
resign. 

Prosecutors could ignore 
the police recommendation, 
included in a 1995-page 
report, that Mr. Netanyahu 
be charged over the appoint- 
ment of Likud activist Roni 
Bar-On as attorney general 
three months ago. 

Israeli television set the 
police probe off by alleging 
in a report in January that a 
Netanyahu ally on trial for 
corruption, Mr. Deri, pushed 
Mr. Bar-On for the job in the 
hope of winning a plea bar- 
gain. 

But even if the prime min- 
ister is not indicted, a 
scathing report on the scan- 
dal by the state attorney 
could crumble his ruling 
coalition of mainly right- 
wing and religious parties. 

Mr. Netanyahu is under no 
legal obligation to quit if 
indicted, but high court 
judges have ruled in the past 
that ministers under indict- 
ment must step down. 
Opposition legislators have 
already said they would 
petition the court for a simi- 
lar ruling. 


blames U.S. policy 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States said 
Friday that major gaps 
remained between Israeli and 
Palestinian positions as spe- 
cial envoy Dennis Ross 
returned from a mission 
aimed at reviving stalled 
peace talks. 

“Significant work remains 
to be done between the 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
There are important gaps and 
divisions that remain 
between (their) positions.” 
Slate Department Spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said. 

“But the United States is 
determined to keep at this 
and to keep these talks going 
so that we might find a for- 
mula to resume the political 
negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinian authori- 
ty,” Mr. Bums told reporters. 

Mr. Ross returned to Wash- 
ington Friday after a thxue- 
day trip to the region for talks 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

He was attempting to 
revive talks that have 
foundered over a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. Palestinians have 
demanded that work stop on 
the project before they will 
resume the talks. 

Mr. Bums described Mr. 
Ross’ discussions as “very 
useful'' bur made clear that 
the U.S. envoy had never 
hoped to get the peace talks 
re-started immediately. .“He 
had no such illusion," Mr. 
Bums said. 

“He wanted to basically 
move them forward on the 
ideas that we have put on the 
table and on their own ideas." 
he said adding, "we're still 
not there.” 

Mr. Bums said one success 
of the trip had been that Mr. 
Ross had managed to get 
Israeli and Palestinian securi- 
ty chiefs together with Mr. 
Arafat Thursday evening to 
discuss cooperation. 

After his return Saturday. 
Mr. Ross is due to meet Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton and Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright to discuss next 
steps. 

On Saturday. Mr. Arafat 
criticised the United States 
for continuing to support the 
Israeli government while it 
plunged “ihe whole region 
into catastrophe." a German 
magazine reported. 

Mr. Arafat told Focus News 
magazine the United Slates 
was not using its infiuencc 


enough to help the peace 
process get back on track and 
he could not rule out war in 
the region as a consequence 
of current Israeli policies. 

"The Americans are indeed 
in a position to put pressure 
on the Israelis. But they are 
not doing this." Mr. Arafat 
said in an interview released 
ahead of publication on Mon- 
day. 

"The Americans have sup- 
ported Israeli policy.. .in a 
spectacular way by vetoing 
United Nations condemna- 
tion of the construction of the 
(Jewish I Har Homa settle- 
ment in East Jerusalem." he 
said. 

When asked if he ruled out 
renewed war in the region. 
Mr. Arafat said: “No. At pre- 
sent tite Israeli government is 
leading the whole region to 
catastrophe." 

Mr. Arafat said the Pales- 
tinians were doing their best 
to prevent more suicide 
attacks against Israeli citi- 
zens. 

"No one in the whole world 
can guarantee they will catch 
individuals who try to disrupt 
the peace process with their 
attacks. But I guarantee we 
are trying I (X) per cent to stop 
the terTor." Mr. Arafat said. 

In contradictory news. Mr. 
Arafat was reported to have 
agreed to resume security 
contacts with Israel. 

State radio, quoting Israeli 
.security officials, said the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNAi had agreed during 
the meeting on Friday to 
restart full security coopera- 
lion with Israel. 

But a Palestinian official 
immediately denied the 
claim. 

“Our position has not 
changed. As we have said 
umpteen times to the Ameri- 
cans and the Israelis, we will 
not restart security coopera- 
tion while a solution to the 
current crisis has not been 
found." the official, who 
asked to remain anonymoas. 
said. 

He said the Palestinian side 
had agreed only to take part 
in three-way meeLings with 
U.S. and Israeli officials, and 
not face-to-face encounters 
with the Israelis. 

"The point of our participa- 
tion in these meetings is to 
rebut Israeli allegations that 
the Palestinian Authority 
does not fight against terror- 
ism and to prove that we are 
committed to pursuing the 

peace process," he added. 


Algerian security forces 
wipe out terrorist group 


.ALGIERS i AFP) — Alger- 
ian security forces annihi- 
lated a group of aimed aisti- 
go\ernr.:ent militants 

blamed for the massacre of 
32 civilians earlier this 
week. .Algiers newspapers 
reported Saturday. 

Using helicopters and 
avkets. they attacked the 
bund of 32 men hiding out 
in an olive grow not far 
from tite site of Monday's 
massacre, the village of 
Chaib M oh urn mad. south 
of Algiers. 

The Islamist guerrillas 
were located thanks to the 
sole survivor of a group of 
five women abducted from 
the village. Her four com- 
panions were raped, beaten 
and then had their throats 
cut. 

La Tribune reported 
fierce clashes between the 
two sides in Wednesday's 
confrontation, saying “a 
large number of arms and 
explosives were seized.” 

There was no official 
confirmation of the inci- 
dent. 

Newspapers said the 
group was responsible tor 
other civilian massacres in 
the same region, notably 
the murder of 22 people in 
Menaa village on April 1 2 
and of I 1 / people in 
Amroussa on April 4. and a 
number of bomb attacks. 


The w orsi massacre 
occurred two weeks ago 
when 52 people, mainly 
women jiiJ children, were 
killed in the hamlet ol 
Th.ilit south of Algiers. 

Meanwhile. Al Khabar 
newspaper reported that 
three people were injured 
Thur-das when j bomb 
exploded in a cemetery m 
Blidj. in northern Algeria. 

The bomb was hidden 
between graves in a ceme- 
tery in the Derouietie 
neighbourhood, the news- 
paper said. 

The attack came a day 
after a carbon ib exploded 
in a BliJ.i market, killing 
seven people and injuring 
26. 

Two civilians vvete also 
reported to have been killed 
by militants in Ta/mn. east 
of Algiers, on Tuesday, and 
two others, ineluding the 
deputy mayor of Am Lcclu- 
akii. near Blida, on Sunday. 

An estimated oO.iMXI jvo- 
ple. mostly civilians, have 
been killed since the armed 
insurgents launched their 
insurrection against the 
military-backcJ govern- 
ment after the cancellation 
of January IW2 general 
elections that the now- 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front was poised to win. 



Israeli police restrain an ultra-orthodox Jew in 
clashes over the closure of Bar-Ilan street on Satur- 
day (Reuters photo) 

Israel’s orthodox 
clash with police 
over holy Sabbath 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t.AFPi — Ulna-orthodox Jews 
clashed wuh police on Satur- 
day over their demands dial a 
major Jerusalem highway be 
closed on the Jewish Sabbath, 
causing two injuries and 
prompting 14 arrests, officials 
said. 

Thousands of demonstrators 
in traditional black suits and 
hats massed along Bar I Ian 
Road to hurl rocks and bottles 
at passing cars after 'owing u» 
fight on after the Israeli 
Supreme Court ruled io keep 
the road open Iasi week. 

The ruling ended an unoffi- 
cial eight-month mice along 
the street and drew threats 
from members of the ultra- 
onhodox community to renew 
weekly Saturday proiesLs 
against the road being open. 

The ruling cancelled last 
year's decision by Transporta- 
tion Minister Yitzhak Levy, an 
Orthodox Jew. to close Bar 
Dan street during prayer times 
on the Sabbath and Jewish hol- 
idays. 

Ultra -orthodox Jew's had 
suspended their protests pend- 
ing the court's decision on left- 
wing appeals against Mr. 
Levy's edict. 

They fought running bailies 
with police most of the day, 
injuring one demonstrator and 
one police officer, police offi- 
cials said. 

Fourteen protested were 
arrested, including one who hit 
a press phoiographer. they 
added. Police were, however, 
able to keep the road open for 


the lew motorists who dared 
lake the thoroughfare, as pro- 
testers called them "Nazis" 
and yelled "Sliabbcs." Sabbath 
in Yiddish. 

The supreme court ruled on 
April 13 to keep the major 
highway linking north and 
centra] Jerusalem open on the 
Jewish Sabbath, infuriating 
ultra-orthodox Jews who make 
up 90 per cent of the inhabi- 
tants living alongside Bar Han. 

For obsenvuir Jews, strict 
respect for the Sabbath means 
operating no machinery, 
including driving :< car and 
switching on a light. 

Jerusalem Mayor Eltud 
Olmeru who w os elected with 
the help of a massive ullra- 
onhodo.x vote, told Israeli 
army radio on Saturday that 
the ruling was a landmark for 
Jerusalem's ultra-orthodox 
population and lie tiivs not 
understand why tiiev are criu- 
cising the supreme court. 

“ll is the first time an Israeli 
court... has declared that it is an 
acceptable norm to close a 
street out of consideration for 
the religious feelings of people 
over the Sabbath," Mr. Olmert 
said. Secular Jews hailed the 
decision to keep Bar Han open 
as a major step forward for 
democracy in Israel, where 
less than 20 per cent of the 
population is orthodox. 

Bar ll;ui has become the 
front line in the Kntie between 
ultra-ortho; lox and secular 
Jews over how far religious 
law should he imposed in 
Israel. 
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Hajj draws to close as relatives 
wait for news of 343 fire victims 


MECCA, Saudi Arabia 
[AFP) — The annual pil- 
grimage to Mecca drew to a 
dose on Saturday as frantic 
relatives awaited news of 
the 343 pilgrims killed in a 
huge blaze four days earli- 
er. 

Some two million pil- 
grims who spent a week 
praying at Islam’s holiest 
sites began to leave Mecca, 
birthplace of the Prophet 
Mohammad for the west- 
ern city of Jeddah to catch 
planes, buses and boats 
home. 

They spent their last day 
here walking round the 
Kaaba from dawn. The 
Kabaa is a square building 
constructed around a black 
stone, which according to 
Islamic belief was brought 
to Earth from Paradise by 
the Archangel Gabriel. 

Over the last few days, 
the pilgrims sacrificed 
350.000 sheep, roasting 
many of them over open 
pits, in a Muslim tradition. 
Saudi emergency workers 
went scurrying when a 
small fire started Friday but 
was quickly brought under 
control. 


Saudi officials said 343 
pilgrims were killed in an 
enormous blaze Tuesday 
which swept through their 
camp at Mina, just south of 
Mecca. 

Most of the dead were 
from India and other Asian 
countries, Indian officials 
said. 

The Saudi authorities 
announced Saturday that 
another 1,537 pilgrims 
were injured in the inferno 
which incinerated 70,000 
tents, with 25 of them still 
in hospital and some in a 
coma. 

However, they were yet to 
announce the identities of 
the victims. 

“It is only now, as pil- 
grims are leaving, that we 
will have an exact idea on 
the nationalities,” an Indian 
liaison officer told AFP. 
“Those who will not show 
up to collect their passports 
will be considered as miss- 
ing.” 

“We have started register- 
ing the names of those who 
did show up so that we can 
tell their families when they 
call. We are flooded with 
phone calls.” 


An advisor to the Saudi 
interior ministry, Saed AJ 
Arabi A1 Haishi, said Satur- 
day that “the fire destroyed 
everything" in the pilgrims’ 
camp. 

“Identification is difficult 
and will take time because 
some bodies are badly 
charred." he said, quoted by 
the official Qatari news 
agency. 

The victims' plastic iden- 
tity badges, which they are 
given in exchange for then- 
passports during the week- 
long pilgrimage to Saudi 
Arabia (mown as the Hajj, 
were destroyed in the infer- 
no, the official said. 

India's national carrier 
will start return flights for 
Hajj pilgrims from Saudi 
Arabia early next week, an 
official said in New Delhi 
Saturday. 

Air India will operate four 
charter flights on Monday 
for 1,800 passengers, an 
airline spokesman said. 
Two would land in Bom- 
bay, a third in New Delhi 
and the fourth in the south- 
ern city of Madras. 

They would be the first of 
some 120 special flights up 


to May 21 to bring back 
more than 55.000 Indian 
pilgrims from the desert 
kingdom, he said. 

Relatives in Pakistan and 
India have been at their 
wits’ end because of the 
lack of information on who 
has died or been injured in 
the fire. 

Syed Has aain, whose 
father was among the 
120,000 Pakistani pilgrims, 
said in Islamabad that he 
did not know if his relative 
“is alive or dead.” Sources 
said frantic relatives were 
still calling emergency cen- 
tres set up by the Pakistan 
Hajj ministry to give out 
information about the vic- 
tims. The disaster has 
prompted Saudi authorities 
to review their fire-fighting 
procedures and to make 
improvements. 

“All the services involved 
will examine ways to put an 
end to the problem of fires,” 
Mr. Harshi said. 

Indian officials have com- 
plained of poor coordina- 
tion with Saudi authorities 
and a lack of information 
regarding the catastrophic 
fire. 


Saddam Hussein opponent 
held at London’s Heathrow 


LONDON ( AP) — The gov- 
ernment says it is holding an 
opponent of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein in detention 
at London’s Heathrow Air- 
port while it considers his 
application for political asy- 
lum. 

The man. Mashnan A1 
Jabouri, is leader of the Dam- 
ascus-based Iraqi Homeland 
Party which seeks President 
Saddam's ouster. 

The party in a statement in 
the Syrian capital Thursday 
expressed concern over Mr. 
Al Jabo tin's detention at 
Heathrow. He has been held 
by immigration authorities 
since he arrived there Mon- 
day from Syria. He has 
applied for political asylum 
in Britain. 

The British national news 


agency Press Association 
reported that British-based 
Iraqi dissidents had 
expressed surprise and con- 
sternation at Mr. Al Jabouri’s 
detention at Heathrow. 

It quoted one unidentified 
dissident as saying Mr. Al 
Jabouri has no links with reli- 
gious fundamentalism or ter- 
rorism. has spent the last few 
years struggling for democra- 
cy in his homeland and is 
“high on Saddam's bit list" 

The statement by the Iraqi 
Homeland Party said British 
authorities have questioned 
him in the presence of his 
lawyer about his activities in 
Syria. It said he possesses a 
valid two-year multiple-entry 
visa which he has used sever- 
al times to travel to Britain. 

The Home Office, the 


British government depart- 
ment responsible for immi- 
gration and police among 
other things, said in a state- 
ment Thursday that Mr. Al 
Jabouri was being held at 
Heathrow under normal 
immigration powers while 
his application for asylum 
was considered. 

It said his wife and children 
are already in Britain with 
temporary residence permits. 
It refused to comment further 
on the reasons for his deten- 
tion or die nature of his ques- 
tioning. 

Mr. Al Jabouri is a relative 
of the forma- Iraqi ambas- 
sador to Tunisia, Hamed Al 
Jabouri, whose defection to 
Britain in 1993 was seen as a 
major embarrassment to the 
Saddam regime. 


China reaffirms ‘land-for-peace’ 
stance in Mideast peace process 


BEIJING (AP) — Chi- 
nese Premier Li Peng 
called on Israel Friday to 
return occupied lands to 
.Arabs if it wants peace, 
the official Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Mr. Li reaffirmed 
China's commitment to a 
“land-for-peace” deal 
after being briefed on the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East by visiting 


Egyptian Premier Kamal 
Al Ganzoury. 

Mr. Li called on both 
Arab and Israeli negotia- 
tors to be practical and 
flexible in resolving ten- 
sions. Xinhua said. 

The two also discussed 
economic ties. Taiwan 
and the return to China in 
July of Hong Kong, a 
British colony for 156 
years. They signed 


accords to further cooper- 
ation on trade, energy and 
science and technology, 
Xinhua said. 

China has had close 
relations with many Arab 
countries and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion since the 1950s. But 
in the last decade, politi- 
cal and economic ties 
with Israel have bur- 
geoned. 


‘Kurdish 

factions 


agree 
to free 


captives’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Rival Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq agreed to 
release 131 prisoners at a 
meeting in Turkey this 
week, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment said on Friday. 
Spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said that at Wednesday's 
meeting in Ankara, the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) agreed to release 61 
detainees from the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), 
while die PUK agreed to 
free 70 KDP detainees. The 
agreement came at a regular 
meeting of the so-called 
supervisory peace monitor- 
ing group, which includes 
U.S., British and Turkish 
officials and representatives 
of the KDP, PUK and 
Turkoman and Assyrian 
minorities in northern Iraq. 

The group was set up after 
fighting between the two 
factions last year in northern 
Iraq, which has been under 
western protection since 
shortly after Iraq’s defeat in 
the 1991 Gulf war. The 
KDP invited Iraqi troops 
into the enclave last August 
to help battle its rivals. 
Fighting continued until the 
United States arranged a 
ceasefire in October. 


First Turkish-Cypriot pilgrims 


cross Cyprus ‘green line’ 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Some 500 Turkish-Cypriot 
pilgrims crossed the 23- 
year-old “green line” 
dividing Cyprus for the 
first time on Saturday to 
worship at religious sites 
on the other side. 

The pilgrims from break- 
away Northern Cyprus 
arrived at a checkpoint in 
the capital Nicosia aboard 
10 buses to be greeted by 
four Greek -Cypriots bear- 
ing olive branches. 

They also held a banner 
which read: “To our Turk- 
ish-Cypriot compatriots, 
let them rejoin us in a unit- 
ed and free country.” 

The Turkish Cypriots 
were on their way to the 
southern town of Lamaca 
to mark the Muslim feast 
of Al Adha (sacrifice) at 
the Hala Sultan shrine to 
an aunt of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

Police stepped up securi- 
ty around the Ledra Palace 
checkpoint in Nicosia, the 
only crossing point 
between the north and the 
south, in order to prevent 
any outbreak of ethnic vio- 
lence. 

It was the first such pil- 
grimage for Turkish Cypri- 
ots across the divide. 

In return, as a part of 
U.N. -sponsored measures 
to foster goodwill between 
the two communities, the 
authorities in the north will 
authorise a group of Greek 
Cypriots to cross to Apos- 
tolos Andreas Monastery 
for Greek Easter on April 
27. 

In another development 
on Friday, Ecuador's for- 
mer foreign minister who 
led U.N. negotiations on 
the departure of Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan 
was named to spearhead 
talks aimed at reuniting 
Cyprus. 

“The secretary-general is 
determined to press ahead 
with the intensified effort 
to bring about a compre- 
hensive settlement of the 
Cyprus issue,” U.N. 
spokesman Juan Carlos 
Brandt said in announcing 
the appointment of Diego 
Cordovez as special advis- 
er to U.N. Chief Kofi 

Annan . 

Cyprus has been virtually 
partitioned since 1974 
when Turkish troops took 
over the north of the island 
after a coup in Nicosia 
engineered by the junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The United Nations has 
been trying for dec axles to 
reunite the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots under a 
federal system. 

Mr. Cordovez was a 
member of the U.N. Secre- 
tariat for 25 years before 
becoming Ecuador’s for- 
eign minister from 1988 to 
1992. 




“The secretary-general 
hopes that the current 
process will lead to direct 
talks between the two lead- 
ers within the next two or 
three months” the U.N. 
spokesman said, referring 
to President Glafcos 
Clerides, as head of the 
Greek Cypriot community, 
and Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash. 

“The primary task of Mr. 
Diego Cordovez will be to 
prepare and assist the sec- 
retary-general in chairing 
the next rounds of the 
inter-communal talks,” Mr. 
Brandt added. 

As U.N. under-secretary- 
general for special political 
affairs from 1981 to 1988, 
Mr. Cordovez led talks that 
culminated in the 1988 
Geneva accords and even- 
tual Soviet withdrawal 


from Afghanistan. He takes 
up his new U.N. post on 
April 28. 

His U.N. appointment 
follows a recent announce- 
ment that the secretary- 
general's special represen- 
tative for Cyprus, former 
south Korean Foreign Min- 
ister Han Sung-Joo. would 
resign at the end of this 
month after a year in the 
post. 

Mr. Cordovez’s appoint- 
ment as special adviser to 
Mr. Annan appears to give 
him a wider role than that 
played by Mr. Han and pre- 
vious U.N. special repre- 
sentatives for Cyprus. 

The current burst of 
diplomatic activity over 
Cyprus has been spurred 
by Cypriot hopes of join- 
ing the European Union. 
Membership talks would 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773 III- 19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

13:00 — Cartoon — Asrerix 

14:15 Cartoon — Phantom of 
the Opera 

15:00 - French movie 

16:30 Drama film — Celebration 

Family 

18:00 One hour musical comedy 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French Programme 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Fresh Prince 
of Bel-Air 

20:00 -Magic Star Awards 

20i30 Film — McLeod’s Daugh- 
ters 

22:00 .News in English 

22:20 Jewds/Best Seller (Part I of 2) 
23:59 — Taratata 



PRAYER TIMES 


Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman international Church 
TeL S27I26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

Engiish-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


Amman 11/27 

Aqaba. 16/33 

Deserts 09/29 

Jordan Valley 15/32 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent, 
Aqaba 23 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


04:35 

— Fajr 

05:57 

(Sunrise) Duha 


16:11 .... 


19:11 


20-34 



WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


[ SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
1 Assemblies of God Church TeL 
| 632785. 

Sl Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunkation 
| Tel. 637440. 

! De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 

: Tara Sancta Church TeL 622366 
' Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Khamasmi weather conditions 
will prevail today and tomorrow. 
It will be relatively hot, dry. dusty’ 
and winds southeasterly moderate 
to active. Khamasini conditions 
are expected to end Monday 
evening with temperatures drop- 
ping. humidity rising and winds 
becoming northwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, it will be relatively 
hot and dusty, winds southerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
rough. 


AMMAN: 

Dn Abbas .Al Hakim .885446 

Dr. Arafat AlAshhab .... 602507 
De Ayman AJ Mohtaseb $75748 

Dc Jamal Jbarah — S47351 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 


Nairoukh pharmacy -.623672 


Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 


Civil Defave Deportment 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue PnRrae 192.6211 11,637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661176 

TOttrA Sevwa^e Cornpbkzs -857467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

-787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) ...... L21 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .......623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan — 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...,.815615 

Electric Power Co.- 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


University Hospital .845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .....666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreer .-.777101/3 

Al-Bashm. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 8916 1 1/15 


{08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 


07:20 .London (BA) 

07:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 


DEPARTURES 


Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 


09-.35 

09-.50 


Jeddah (RJ) 

— Lamaca (RJ) 


10:10 JJhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

Hh30 .Bombay (RJ) 


Zarqa 


(09)983323 

National Hospital 
.(09)900560 


10£0 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

U;15 — Doha, Bahrain (RTj 

11:45 Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 — -..-Beirut (RJ) 

<Kfc30 Aqaba, Paris (add ) (RJ) 

l(h25 — Frankfort (RJ) 

12:10 — -.Tunis (RJ) 

12:30 Rome (RJ) 

1235 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:45 Vienna (RJ) 

13:20 — Athens (RJ) 


Dep. Amman — &Q0 am. every Monday 
An: Danascus __500piin. euay Monday 
Dep. Damascus —7:30 am every Sunday 
Art Amman 5:00 pjn, every Suxtey 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperAower price in fils per kg. 


Apple .700/500 

Banana. 600/600 


Ibn Sina Hospital— (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


17 A0 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:00 .Brussels, Athens (RJj 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 


-..London (RJ) 

M:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 


18:50 


..London (RJ) 


Ibn AJ 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


(02)272275 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


19:10 Athens (RJ) 

19:20 Madrid, Geneva (add) (RJ) 

20H» Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

2030 Frankfort (RJ) 

20-JO Tunis (RJ) 

20:40 Rome (Rj) 


Haya Hospital 


21:25 Vienna (RJ) 

01:05 Jlurghada (add) (RJ) 

01:10 Cairo (RJ) 


21:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:20 .Jeddah (RJ) 

22:10 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22:25 — - Damascus (RJ) 

22 JO -Hurghada (add) (Rjj 

23:00 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

23: 10 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:40 Sanaa (RJ) 

03:00 -..Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

04:00 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


De Ghazi Ta’amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ....... — (— ) 

ZARQA: 

De Ya’coub Al Khatib -991772 
Khalife h pharmacy .. 985417 


HOSPITALS 


Other Flights 


Other Flights 


EMERGENCIES 


Mia/Max. temp. 


Food Control Centre — 6371 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Cenre 813813/33 

Khah'di Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity -642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -612362 

MaJhas. J. Amman — 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


12:00 

12.-00 


Sanaa OY) 

...Jeddah t.SV) 


This affirmation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) affirmation 
department at the Queen Aha 
International Airport TeL 


13--35 . — .Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 .Moscow (SIT) 

21:10 Beimr(ME) 

21:35 — Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 


00:59 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 London (BA) 


13:30 - Jeddah SV) 

13:30 -Sanaa (IY) 

l4:2 ? - Doha(GF) 

10:3 ^ —..Moscow (SU) 

----- — Cairo (MS) 

00j4 5 - -Amsterdam (KL l 

02:00 Cairo (MS) 

J™ 0 Beirut (ME) 

07:55 London (BA) 

08:15 .Tel Aviv (LY) 


Banana (imported). 
Cabbage. 

.-..950700 

130/70 

Carrot 

.200/150 

Cauliflower. 

....180/100 

Cucumber (large) ..„ 
Cucumber (small).. 
Eggplant. 

...-250/130 

.....400/220 

....200/120 

Fava beans - 

.--350/2W 

Garlic (Green) 

...-350250 

Grape font 

230/160 

Lemon 

... j67OM00 

Marrow (large) 

....150020 

Marrow (small) . 

..-.400/250 

Onion (green) 

.-.130030 

Onion (dry) 

408/200 

Qranee - 

—500/350 

Peas 

55CY350 

Pepper (hot) .... 

—570/400 

Pepper (sweet) 

.650/400 

Potato 

430/200 

Spinach ... 

240/150 

String beans 

. 750/450 

Tomato.- 

3111040 

. J 


A Turkish Cypriot woman solemly sits on Saturday in front of the Hala 
mosque she had to flee 23 years ago when this Cyprus was divided. Greek ( 
authorities allowed Some 500 Thrkish Cypriot Muslims tocross for tbeHrst time’ 

1974 to visit to-Hala Sultan mosque in the Cypriot city of Lamaca iu a gootLt 
tore to ease ethnic tensions between the two communities. Cypriot Muslims 
that the aunt'tif the Prophert Mohammad is buried in the.mosque (AFP photo) . £j| 


be greatly eased if the dis^: 
sion of the island wa|. 
ended. /£>-. 

Another reason 
stepped up peace efforts is 
what the United Nations: 
sees as the dangerous mili- 
tarisation of Cyprus. 

The internationally- 
recognised Greek Cypriot 
government has been 
upgrading its weaponry 
and earlier this year 
announced plans to buy S- 
300 Russian surface-to-air 
missiles. 

Turkey, which said it 
would prevent the sched- 
uled deployment of the 
missiles next year, still hasv 
more than 30,000 troops is® 
northern Cyprus, where a 
Turkish Cypriot state was 
proclaimed in 1983 but is 
recognised only by 
Ankara. 
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pig, Royal family members mark ’Eid A1 Adha 


French wheat arrives in Jordan en route to Iraq 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab and 
Muslim countries yesrerday 
marked the ’Eid A1 Adha 
(feast of sacrifice); and in 
Jordan, religious cere- 
monies were held at 
mosques around the King- 
dom, with observances held 
ar A1 Hashemiyeh mosque, 
attended by His Majesty 
King Hussein, HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan and Royal 
famil y members. as well' as 
the chief of the Royal Court, 
senior government officials 
and high ranking army and 
security department officers. 

Following prayers, the 
King visited the tomb of the 
late Queen Alia where he 
, 4J bid a wreath and recited 
f^ Jrses of the Holy Koran. 
Later; be and Crown 
Prince Hassan and Royal 
family members visited the 
tombs of the late Kings 
Abdullah and Talal and the 
late Queen Mother Zein AJ 
Sharaf where they laid 
wreaths and recited Koranic 
verses. 

The King offered his good 
wishes to the Jordanian peo- 
ple in a telephone call to 
Radio Jordan. 

He stated that he was 
enjoying perfect health fol- 
lowing his surgery at Mayo 
Clinic in the United States. 

The King affirmed that his 
doctors advised him to rest 
until the end of April to 
avoid any residual bleeding. 

King Hussein underwent 
surgery for the removal of 
part of an enlarged prostate 



His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and other Royal family members observe the ’Eid .AJ Adha (feast of sacrifice) 
at AJ Hashemiyeh mosque {photo by Boghos) 


and his doctors maintained 
that the operation was com- 
pletely successful and that 
his health is excellent but 
that he requires rest. 

The King maintained that 
he looks forward to continu- 
ing to serve the Jordanian 
family us well as the Arab 
nation. 

Deputising for King Hus- 
sein, Crown Prince Hassan 
received well-wishers for 
‘Eid AJ Adha. during a cere- 
mony held Thursday at the 
Roval Palace. 


Calling to express their 
good wishes were Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. ministers, members 
of Parliament, public securi- 
ty and police officials, intel- 
ligence authorities, civil 
defence chiefs and represen- 
tatives of the Jordan Armed 
.Forces. Also present were 
ambassadors, principals of 
Muslim and Christian com- 
munities, representatives of 
the public and private sec- 
tors, heads of professional 
unions as well as the Cham- 


bers of Commerce and 
Industry, leaders of political 
parties, heads of tribes and 
representatives of refugee 
camps in Jordan 

Present at the ceremony 
were also Royal family 
members and other senior 
officials. 

All government depart- 
ments and public onjanisa- 
tions which marked the "Eid 
A1 Adha with a five-day 
public holiday, starting last 
Wednesday, are due to open 
tomorrow. 



His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown Prince Hassan and Royal family members Thursday visit the tombs of the 
late Kings Abdullah and Talal and the late Queen Mother Zein A1 Sharaf where they laid wreaths and recited 
Koranic verses (photo by Boghos) 

Queen receives spouses of dignitaries, 
visits orphaned children at former palace 

f^MMAN (J.T.) — On the 
"occasion of 'Eid AI Adha, 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Thursday received spouses 
of high-ranking Royal 
Court and government 
officials as well as repre- 
sentatives of women’s sec- 
tors at Basman Palace, 
according to a Royal Court 
statement. 

Later, the Queen visited 
children residing in Dar Al 
Birr Bilbara’em, the for- 
mer AJ Hashemiyah 
Palace, recently donated 
by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to the infants of Al 
Hussein Institution, and 
was received there by 
HRH Princess Zein. 

The Queen congratulated 
the staff and volunteers 
working on the project on 

-•jhe occasion of the Eid and 
lauded their efforts in cre- 
ating a model home for 
indigent children, the 
statement said. 

Queen Noor, who is 
patron of SOS villages, 

Jordan, visited the village 



Received bv HRH Princess Zein, Her Majesty Queen Noor Thursday greets children 
residing in' Dar Al Birr Bilbara'era, the former Al Hashemiyah Palace to mark the 
’Eid AI*Adha holiday (photo by George Crystal) 

Tabarbour where she bers and the 103 children boys and girls from the 

met bv board mem- of the village as well as 16 Youth Houses. 


m 

was 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

*Wodcs by Lebanese plastic artists at Hamourabi Aits Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5536098), until April 24. 

* Exhibition of frescoes of Jordanian mosaics and Fayum portraits by Dorothy Mango at the Jordan Arts and Crafts Cen- 
tre/Artisana, Jabal Amman, Second Circle (Tel. 647858), until May 10. 

^Exhibition bv the San Francisco-based Palestinian-American architectural photographer Said Hisham Nuseibeb enri- 
^ tied ‘The Farthest Mosque" at Darat Al Fimun, Jabal Weibdeh. until May 8. Also displaying works by contemporary 

-*P^Sbv Vian Shamounki at the Jordan Plaslic Art Association, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 25 (Teh 623297L 
:45S5 by Y^in“S™adani at the Orient 681303), until April 28. 

•Paintings by-Patricia Cbatelain at the French Cultural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh, until April 27. 


AMMAN f AP) — The first shipment 
of French wheat for Iraq, under the 
U.N. oil-for-food deal, arrived in the 
port of Aqaba Friday en route to Iraq. 

Ramzi Nabr. a shipping agem. said 
the 52,000-ton shipment is~ the first 
batch of 100.000 tons. Iraq is import- 
ing from Glencore France Co. The rest 
will arrive next month. 

Mr. Nabr told the Associated Press 
that the S12 million shipment, which 
arrived aboard the Cypriot-flagged 


vessel Malania, will immediately be 
trucked to Baghdad. 

Last month. Iraq received its first 
food shipment from Turkey under the 
oil-for-food deal which allow s Iraq to 
sell S2 billion worth of oil fur an ini- 
tial six-month period to buy food and 
medicine. 

The deal, reached in May but nol 
implememed until December, is a 
reprieve from L’.N. sanctions imposed 
on Iraq following its 1990 invasion of 


Kuwait. These sanctions, which 
include a Km on oil exports, will 
remain in force until arms monitors 
are satisfied that Iraq has destroyed its 
mass destruction weapons and long- 
range missiles and pays war repara- 
tions. 

.Aqaba. Jordan's only sea outlet, 
handles much of Iraq's imports .since 
the tetter's ports were damaged in the 
] l, K(i-SS Iraq -Iran war. 


Sudanese envoy concludes visit to Jordan 


Sudanese presidential envoy. Major General Abdul Rahim Ahmad Hussein meets 
w ith HRH Crow n Prince Hassan to discuss a message from Sudanese President Omar 
Bashir as well as the current situation in Sudan i photo by Boghos) 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Sudanese presidential 
envoy. Major General 
Abdul Rahim Ahmad Hus- 
sein Friday concluded a 
three-day visit to Jordan 
during which lime he car- 
ried a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein 
from Sudanese President 
Omar Bashir dealing with 
the latest developments in 
Sudan. 

Maj. Gen. Hussein deliv- 
ered the message to HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. and 
the two reviewed ihe cur- 
rent situation in Sudan, 
which faces continued 
insurgency in the south and 
east. 

At the meeting held at the 
Royal Court in the pres- 
ence of Chief of the Royal 
Court Awn Khasawneh. 
Maj. Gen. Hussein 
expressed both the 
Sudanese leadership and its 
people's appreciation of 
Jordan's continued backing 
for Sudan. 

Upon his departure, the 
Sudanese envoy described 
his talks with Jordanian 
leaders as successful by all 
standards. 

Maj. Gen. Hussein also 
affirmed that he briefed the 
Crown Prince in regards to 


the contents of a peace 
agreement which Sudan 
was preparing to sign with 
rebellious factions on April 
21 . 

He confirmed that his 
country supports the con- 
vening of an Arab summit 
meeting to discuss the situ- 
ation in Sudan. 


Minister of Stale for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawe*. who saw the 
Sudanese envoy off at the 
airport, maintained that 
during Maj. Gen. Hussein’s 
visit Jordanian leaders 
were briefed on the current 
situation in Sudan and have 
extensively discussed 


Sudanese -Jordanian rela- 
tions. 

Thanking JurJ.iii lot its 
hacking ot the Sudanese 
cause. Maj. Gen. Hussein 
stated that Ihe Kingdom 
has always e><nui billed to 
the satisfactory conclusion 
of various issues lacing the 
Arab nation. 



Aqaba revels in ’Eid Al Adha holiday 


AQABA (J.T.) — Aqaba 
beaches were crow ded with 
tourists during the 'Eid Al 
Adha holiday, which start- 
ed last Wednesday, accord- 
ing to the Aqaba Tourism 
Department. 

Department Director 
Mahmoud Hilalat affirmed 
that hotels, which have 
reported a drop in occupan- 
cy rates over the past 
months attributed to politi- 
cal occurrences in the Mid- 
dle East, reported high 
occupancy rates during the 
holiday. 


He said that Jordanians, 
mostly from Amman, were 
also spending their 'Eid Al 
Adha vacation in tents 
which they pitched on the 
south Aqaba shores. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities test January 
reported an increase of 2.S 
per cent in the number of 
tourists arriving to the 
Kingdom during 1996. 

The ministry ascribed the 
decline to developments in 
the occupied Palestinian 
territories. 

Domestic tourism seems 


to ha\e compensated for 
the low number of foreign 
tourists in the city. Mr. 
Hilalat added. 

Colonel Adnan 

Shamaileh. director of (he 
Aqaba Police Department, 
said that many of the vaca- 
tioners had arrived in 
Aqaba in their own cars, 
prompting the department 

to operate continuous 
patrol units to ensure pub- 
lic safety. 

Director of the Civ il 
Defence Department 
iCDDi in Aqaba Lieu- 


tenant Colonel Omai 
Tarawneh sjid that he 
opened a special emer- 
gency department and 
placed additional rescue 
and first aid squads on alert 
along the beaches. 

In January, the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
announced that il had 
developed a comprehensive 
strategy for (he develop- 
ment of the tourism sector 
in Aqjba and other parts of 
Jordan throueh the vear 
2010. 



Pausing from the downtown 'Eid A I Adha bustle, a man 
quenches his thirst with tea purchased from a local ven- 
dor (photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


Two men pause to consider toy purchases as gifts for 
‘Eid AI Adha i photo by Yousef ’Allan) 








4 World News 


Hopes of Mobutu-Kabila talks 
stumble over rebel demands 


Jordan Times, Sunday, 



KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Hopes of direct talks bet- 
ween Zairean President Mo- 
butu Sese Seko and rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila re- 
ceded Saturday, as demands 
that Mr. Mobutu quit imme- 
diately enraged his entou- 
rage and damaged prospects 
of a face-saving exit, 

Mr. Mobutu's special ad- 
visor said Friday the presi- 
dent had agreed in principle 
to meet Mr. Kabila at the 
request of South African 
President Nelson Mandela. 

But. as the rebels insist the 
only negotiations they will 
agree to must be on the 
manner of his departure, 
and given the differences on 
a ceasefire that still divide 
the warring sides, the 
chances of an encounter 
appear remote. 

Mr. Mobutu’s aide. 
Honore Ngbanda Nzambo, 
told a news conference 
Friday that Mr. Mobutu had 
accepted Mr. Mandela’s 
invitation for talks, but prac- 
tical details on time and 
date remained to be sorted 
out. 

Later Friday, the Zairean 
government called for a 
‘complete and immediate 
cessation of hostilities." 


Mr. Mandela’s spokesman 
was more confident, saying 
Mr. Mobutu could meet Mr. 
Kabila in Cape Town "in the 
first part of next week, prob- 
ably Monday or Tues-day." 

However, that supposes a 
sudden climbdown on the 
part of Mr. Kabila who, 
with his forces already in 
control of half the nation 
and most of its vast mineral 
resources, can call the shots. 

Mr. Kabila has not yet 
confirmed that he will meet 
Mr. Mobutu, who the rebels 
have continually called on 
to resign throughout their 
six-month campaign. 

On Friday, rebel “foreign 
minister" Bizima Kahara 
restated that position, say- 
ing “Mobutu must quit 
power" and “no ceasefire is 
possible before the end of 
the war,” nor would the 
rebels ever share power. 

“We will not stop hostili- 
ties, we want an end to the 
war. We cannot sign a 
ceasefire with mercenaries," 
he added, stating that both 
negotiations and the mili- 
tary option were open to the 
rebels. 

Mr. Ngbanda rejected any 
suggestion that Mr. Mobutu 
should relinquish his 32- 


year rule or go into exile, 
but said there was agree- 
ment between the two sides 
on free and fair elections 
open to all, including the 
president 

Cancer-stricken Mobutu, 
66. has resolutely clung to 
power despite the rebel 
onslaught and announced he 
may stand if presidential 
elections are held. 

Given his long autocratic 
hold on power, the rebel 
demands — coupled with 
hints from capitals around 
the world that he should 
resign — must be hurting 
Mr. Mobutu's pride. 

Mr. Kabila meanwhile 
continues to threaten to take 
Kinshasa by June, but says 
he will spare the lives of 
expatriates, as if hinting 
they could be hostages. The 
rebels say they are 200 kilo- 
metres from the capital, 
although diplomats put 
them further away. 

“What difference is there 
for Zaire between Mobutu 
and Kabila," a diplomat 
here asked Saturday. 

“Kabila must understand 
that routing the Zairean 
army is one thing, it is not 
difficult, but colliding with 
the powerful machinery of 


15 die in Indonesian plane crash 


JAKARTA (R) — Fifteen 
people were killed and 31 
injured in a plane crash 
Saturday on the Indonesian 
island of Belitung, officials 
said. 

The official Antara News 
Agency said a Merpati 
Nu samara Airlines twin 
turbo-prop aircraft with 4S 
passengers and five crew 
crashed short of the Buluh 
Tumbang Airport on Beli- 
tung, 400 kilometres north 
of Jakarta at about S:00 a.m. 
(0100 GMT). 

The aircraft was on a 
flight to Belitung from Ja- 
karta. 

Antara quoted an airline 
spokesman in Jakarta as 
saying there were only 48 
passengers on the British 
Aerospace ATP aircraft's 
flight manifest, including 
two children and two ba- 
bies, and not 52 as earlier 
reported by the agency. 


Antara quoted Merpati 
spokesman Tondo Widodo 
as saying 15 people, Includ- 
ing four crew members, had 
been killed. 

It earlier had said 18 peo- 
ple died. Hospital officials 
on Belitung also said 15 had 
died. 

“Forty-six people were 
admitted to hospital. Fifteen 
have died,” a doctor at the 
Belitung General Hospital 
told Reuters by telephone. 

"We are still observing 
them and we do not yet have 
information on how many 
are seriously injured or have 
medium or light injuries, - " 
he said. 

“It appears there were 
only people from Jakarta 
and Belitung, but the data 
on the victims is not yet 
complete,” he added. 

Merpati released a full 
passenger list but could not 
immediately identify the 


dead, except for the 28- 
y ear-old pilot Bartholoraeus 
Suwardi, his co-pilot Ltnam- 
thu Dusmono. 21. techni- 
cian Agus Supriyadi, 28 and 
Stewardess Kramatiningsih, 
21 . 

Search and rescue offi- 
cials in Jakarta said the 
cause of the crash was not 
yet known. But they said the 
plane had broken into three 
sections upon impact 

Antara quoted the South 
Sumatra Provincial Admi- 
nistration as saying Trans- 
port Minister Haryahto 
-Dhanutirto-had already -car- 
ried out an initial examina- 
tion at the site of the acci- 
dent 

Last December, 18 people 
died when a twin-engined 
Casa-212 plunged through 
the roof of a gas factory in 
the South Kalimantan pro- 
vincial capital Banjannasin. 


the international community 
is another matter altogeth- 
er.*' 

The diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
also voiced a rumour that 
has already surfaced in 
Kinshasa — the presence of 
a total of 4,000 Belgian, 
British, French and U.S. 
soldiers in neighbouring 
countries to evacuate for- 
eign nationals if necessary. 
“He (Kabila) should ask 
why the West has placed so 
many of your best troops 
around Zaire ... to evacuate 
less than 3,000 people ” 

The United States last 
week sent the assault ship 
Kearsarge, with more than 
1,000 Marines aboard, to 
replace the helicopter land- 
ing ship Nassau, which had 
been stationed off the West 
Coast of Africa in case a 
rescue operation became 
necessary. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said it suspended 
relief work for thousands of 
Rwandan Hutus in eastern 
Zaire Friday after Zaireans 
attacked its staff in a protest 
over the presence of the 
unwanted refugees. 


Belgian 
police find 
more body 
parts in bin 


bags 


Dormant volcano may be an 
4 old lady’ ready to crumble 


TACOMA. Washington 
(AFP) — Washington’s 
Mount Rainier, listed as one 
of the world’s 16 most dan- 
gerous volcanoes, may suf- 
fer a spontaneous collapse 
with little or no warning, 
sending massive mudflows 
cascading through heavily 
populated lowlands, geolo- 
gists warn. 

Now dormant, the tallest 
peak in the western cascade 
range at 4.393 metres last 
rumbled in the 1840s, and 
has for seven years topped a 
U.N.-sanctioned list of the 
world's volcanoes primed to 
erupt again. Because it 
dominates the heavily popu- 
lated Seattle-Tacoma area 
along Washington's Puget 
Sound, geologists consider 
it the most hazardous vol- 
cano in the United States. 

But new’ evidence on vol- 
canoes now points away 
from spectacular eruptions 
like the 1980 Mount St. 
Helens blast in southern 
Washington state that de- 
capitated the peak and 


rained ash around the 
world. Even without an eru- 
ption, one of Mount Rai- 
nier’s unstable flanks could 
give way in a lahar, a fast- 
flowing river of mud, trees, 
rocks and water, steamrol- 
ling everything in its path. 

At least six of these mud- 
flows have reached Puget 
Sound over the last 5,000 
years, said Kevin Scott, a 
U.S. Geological Survey re- 
searcher. Evidence indicates 
only one of those was trig- 
gered by a volcanic erup- 
tion. 

Increasing the danger of a 
massive lahar is the volca- 
no's advanced age. At about 
500.000 years old, it is ero- 
ded. over-steepened, and 
undermined by seeping gla- 
cial water, prompting one 
geologist to call it “an old 
lady who could fall to pie- 
ces” and another to say sim- 
ply. “the mountain's rotten.” 

Further, the “old lady” is 
draped in a shawl of glaci- 
ers and snow heavier than 
that on any other peak in the 


contiguous United States, 
according to U.S. Geologi- 
cal Service files. Gravity 
alone could drag down one 
of the highly unstable 
slopes. 

Should that happen, the 
small city of Orting, 64 ki- 
lometres out on Rainier’s 
perimeter, could be buried 
in a lahar 12 metres deep 
within one hour. 

The town lies in the path 
taken by the Osceola mud- 
flow, a catastrophic collapse 
5-1/2 millenia ago that 
spilled the top 600 metres 
of Rainier down 110 kilo- 
metres of river valley. 

Residents there now con- 
duct evacuation drills and 
stockpile emergency provi- 
sions as if preparing for 
nuclear attack. 

Bracing for a sudden lahar 
is “not an academic sub- 
ject,” Mr. Scott said. Twelve 
years ago, Colombia’s Ne- 
vada Del Ruiz, a mountain 
about the size and shape of 
Rainier, gave way, killing 
more than 23,000 people. 


BRUSSELS (R) — 

Belgian police on the trail 
of a serial killer said Friday 
they had found three more 
plastic rubbish bags con- 
taining body parts near the 
southern city of Mons. 

“ Mods - Public Prosecutor 
Pierre Honore told a news 
conference that two of the 
bags found in the village of 
Havre contained a thigh, 
while a third one held a 
forearm and a hand at- 
tached to a forearm. 

But he added that it was 
too soon to ascertain whe- 
ther the gruesome find was 
linked to similar finds in 
recent weeks. 

‘It is too soon to determine 
whether this find is linked to 
previous finds,” he said. 

But he added that the body 
parts had been cut off in a 
way similar to other body 
parts found in recent weeks. 

Police have previously 
found bin bags containing 
the surgically severed 
limbs of at least four wo- 
men in the Mons region. 

Last Saturday two plastic 
sacks containing a wo- 
man’s bead, foot and shin 
were discovered alongside 
a road in Havre. 

A passing mounted po- 
liceman found 10 other 
bags with body parts by 
chance in a ditch near the 
Brussels- Paris rail line in 
the village of Cuesmes near 
Mons late last month. 

The Mons public prosecu- 
tor has said the killings ap- 
peared to be the work of one 
person, noting the precise 
and identical way in which 
the bodies had been cut up. 

Legal sources have said 
they were working on the 
theory that the mutilated bo- 
dy of a fifth woman found in 
the same area last July was 
the work of the same killer. 


■ ■> 
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A group of Bulgarian Navy sailors look at ballot papers at a polling station in the 
Black Sea port of Varna Saturday. Voting got underway in Bulgaria Saturday in par- 
liamentary elections forced by demonstrators who took to the streets for month-long 
protests that toppled the former Socialist government in February (Reuter photo) 

Bulgarians vote for reform in polls 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarians 
voted Saturday in parlia- 
mentary elections expected 
to launch their Balkan coun- 
try on the path of reform 
already travelled by many 
of their East European 
neighbours. 

The Union of Democratic 
Forces (UDF) is expected to 
capitalise on the support it 
won from month-long pro- 
tests which toppled the for- 
mer Socialist government in 
February, and the main 
question is how big their 
parliamentary majority will 
be. "I appeal to all Bulga- 
rians to vote because we 
need as many votes as we 
can get,” said UDF leader 
Ivan Rostov, voting in the 
mountain village of Draga- 
levtsi on the outskirts of 
Sofia. 

An interim cabinet led by 
Sofia’s UDF Mayor Stefan 
Sofiansld has run the coun- 
try since February, sealing a 
deal with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
kicking off the reform pro- 
cess the new government 
must continue. 

The first thing that the 
government will do after the 
elections is introduce to par- 
liament the package of laws 
required for the implemen- 


tation of the reforms agreed 
with the IMF,” said Mr. 
Kostov, who walked to the 
polling station with his wife 
Elena. 

A res’trictive fixed ex- 
change rate regime is due to 
be introduced in June to 
instil monetary discipline 
and restore confidence in 
the national currency, which 
went into freefali at the 
beginning of the year while 
Bulgaria was without effec- 
tive government 

The lev has now stabi- 
lised, but annual inflation 
was more than 2.000 per 
cent in March and the over- 
haul of Communist-era 
state firms will add to un- 
employment already at 14.5 
per cent. 

“I am equally disappoint- 
ed with all politicians in 
Bulgaria but I am voting in 
the hope of putting an end 
to what is happening now. 
This misery cannot contin- 
ue for ever,” said accountant 
Mario Ivanov. 

Salaries, typically $40 or 
$50 a month, have failed to 
keep up with soaring prices. 
Grain and petrol almost. ran . 
out last month before the 
interim government secured 
new supplies. . 

The interior minister has 


launched a high-profile 
campaign against organised 
crime, which has soared 
unchecked since the end of 
Communist rule, helped by 
an inadequate legal system. 

“I am voting for a new 
Bulgaria, for a Bulgaria 
without crime, without cor- 
ruption. and with clear rules 
for doing business,” said 
architect Hristo Genchev in 
Sofia's middle-class Loze- 
nets district. 

After Communist Leader 
Todor Zhivkov was toppled 
in 1989. leading Commu- 
nists renamed their party 
Socialist and continued in 
government The UDF won 
elections in 1991 but their 
government lost a no-confi- 
dence vote after only II 
months. 

One elderly couple. Sto- 
yan and Ivana Georgiev, 
said they had voted Socia- 
list in the previous general 
election in 1994 but would 
not be backing the former 
Communists this time 
round. 

“Then we thought they 
had changed, now we know 
we were wrong, but unfor- 
tunately the price we all 
paid for this mistake was 
vejy high." Ivana said. 


Japanese nuke operator found with 
more unreported radioactive leaks 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
state agency said Saturday 
there had been seven more 
uoreported radioactive leaks 
at the Fugen advanced ther- 
mal converter reactor, 
bringing the number of 
mishaps to 18 in five years. 

The announcement by the 
Science and Technology 
Agency is die latest blow to 
Power Reactor and Nuclear 
Fuel Development Corp. 
(DONEN), a state-run nuc- 
lear power operator already 
under fire for a series of 
accidents and cover-ups. 

“During the inspection 
that ended today, we have 
found that there were seven 
additional leaks in two 
years to March 1994” an 
agency official said. 

But he added that the pub- 
lic should not be “alarmed” 
by die new findings as the 
leaks were well below le- 
gally permissible levels and 
could not have caused any 
health or environmental 
damage. 

The agency has been car- 
rying out the inspection at 
the Fugen reactor in 
Tsuruga. some 350 kilome- 
tres west of Tokyo, follow- 
ing a tritium leakage last 
Monday. 

Heavy water leaked at 

Fugen, boosting the air den- 


sity of radioactive tritium to 
18 times the normal level 
and exposing 1 1 workers to 
low levels of radiation. 

DONEN admitted earlier 
this week that it had failed 
to report “11 very low level 
leaks” at Fugen in the past 
three years. 

Jiji Press meanwhile said 
police planned to raid 
DONEN's reprocessing 
plant in Tokai, northeast of 
Tokyo, early next week as 
part of investigations into a 
cover-up of Japan’s worst 
nuclear accident there on 
March 1 1, when left 37 wo- 
rkers exposed to low-level 
radiation. 

Police in Ibaraki prefec- 
ture launched investigations 
earlier this week following 
an unprecedented criminal 
complaint lodged by the 
Science and Technology 
Agency against the compa- 
ny. 

DONEN executives alle- 
gedly forced plant workers 
to lie to a government panel 
investigating the accident in 
a bid to conceal DONEN’s 
failure to carry out visual 
inspections of the fire being 
extinguished. 

A major daily reported 
earlier Saturday the govern- 
ment would dismantle the 
scandal-hit DONEN and 


create a new body to take 
over its main work. 

The Asahi said DONEN, 
established in 1967 to pro- 
mote Japan's nuclear power 
industry, would be disband- 
ed and most of its opera- 
tions, including its work 
with uranium, would be pri- 
vatised. 

The government will then 
establish a new state-owned 
supervisory body to control 
nuclear waste and develop- 
ment of fast-breeder reac- 
tors, it said. 

The paper said the gov- 
ernment also planned to 
completely shut down the 
165,000-kilowatt Fugen, 
whose operation has been 
halted since Monday’s leak. 

DONEN was hit by its 
first major accident in De- 
cember 1995, when a mas- 
sive amount of sodium 
leaked from at its fast-bree- 
der Monju reactor in the 
western city of Tsuruga. 
Monju has since been shut 
down with no prospects of 
resuming operations. 

The Nihon Keizai Shim- 
bun said Saturday the gov- 
ernment was considering 
shifting the control of Mon- 
ju to a private company, to 
be set up by the nation's 
electric power suppliers. 


Afghanistan’s worried neighbours help anti-Taleban alliance 


MAZAR-E-SHARIF, Af- 
ghanistan (AP) — Frigh- 
tened by the prospect of a 
strict Islamic regime on 
their doorstep. Afghanis- 
tan's neighbours are trying 
to halt the northward march 
of the Taleban religious 
army. 

Here in Mazar-e-Sharif. 
money from Iran and wea- 
pons from Russia are report- 
edly arriving to bolster 
forces opposing the Taleban 
— northern warlord Rashid 
Dostum and. to the south, 
Kabul’s former military 
chief, .Ahmad Shah Mass- 
oud. 

“Iran is mostly sending 
money and clothing. ... All 
the weapons here are Rus- 
sian." said Mehmat Samsar. 


Turkey's consul general. 

The Taleban. an army of 
one-time seminary students, 
control about two-thirds of 
the country, after a series of 
battles with Mr. Massood's 
troops last fall. With the bit- 
ter winter months w anin g, a 
surge of fighting is expected 
this spring. 

Gen. Dostum and Mr. 
Massood accuse Pakistan of 
arming the Taleban and say 
Saudi Arabia is abetting the 
religious army financially. 
The Taleban denies getting 
outside help and claims not 
to have any interest in 
expanding beyond Afgha- 
nistan. 

“We do not want to enter 
anybody's territory or inter- 
fere in anyone’s internal 


affairs.” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sher Mohammad 
Stanikzai told the 
Associated Press in a recent 
interview in Kabul. But 
some countries in the region 
are not taking any chances. 

In recent months, a fleet of 
500 new tanks, apparently 
Russian made, arrived at 
Gen. Dostum's headquarters 
via the bridge that spans the 
Ox us River joining Afgha- 
nistan and Central Asia. 

In Mr. Massood's strong- 
hold in the southern Takhar 
province, residents 'say 
cargo flights from Russia 
and Iran are landing daily. 

While Russia says it's not 
supplying weapons to the 
anti-Taleban alliance, it 
openly expresses fear that 


the Taleban’s brand of Is- 
lamic fundamentalism could 
foment violence in the vo- 
latile Central Asian region 
of the former Soviet Union. 
Russia already has 25.000 
soldiers in Tajikistan trying 
to put down an Islamic in- 
surgency there. 

Four mechanised Russian 
units were deployed to the 
Uzbek border town of Ter- 
mez, 80 kilometres from 
Mazar-e-Sharif. just a 
month after the Taleban 
swept into Kabul in Sep- 
tember. 

While the Taleban say the 
notion they are trying to 
export Islamic fervour is 
propaganda, Taleban leader 
Mullah Omar has declared 
himself the leader of Mus- 


lims worldwide. Also, Tale- 
ban soldiers in Kabul admit 
they are interested in sprea- 
ding their militant style of 
Islam. 

At a conference of Central 
Asian leaders inFebruary, 
Tajikistan's President Emo- 
mali Rakhmanov said he 
fully expected the Taleban 
to invade his country if it 
controls Afghanistan. 

“There is a danger. We can 
already feel it,” he said- 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, whose country 
has accused Taleban rulers 
of following a brand of 
Islam not in accord with the 
teachings of the Koran, last 
month denied giving mili- 
tary aid to the northern anti- 
Taleban alliance. Yet inter- 


national aid workers have 
reported seeing heavily 
guarded trucks with Iranian 
markings entering northern 
Afghanistan from Tajikis- 
tan. 

Gen. Dostum has more 
than 60,000 soldiers under 
his command and his arse- 
nal contains two medium- 
range Scud missile launch- 
ers and 27 missiles, accord- 
ing to Mr. Samsar, the 
Turkish diplomat. 

The northern warlord’s air 
force includes 23 working 
fighter jets and 21 cargo 
planes as well as helicopter 
gunships. 

Mr. Massood, meanwhile, 
has two medium-range Scud 
missile launchers and sever- 
al missiles tucked away in 


the Panjshir Valley, said Mr. 
Samsar. 

While Mr. Stanikzai has 
claimed the Taleban are not 
planning any military forays 
across Afghanistan's bor- 
ders, he warned other coun- 
tries to stay out of Afghanis- 
tan. He issued a particular 
warning to Russia, which 
invaded Afghanistan in 
1979 and got bogg<_d down 
in a 10-year war. forcing it 
to withdraw from the coun- 
try. 

”We taught Russia such a 
lesson that It certainly 
shouldn't dare to send sol- 
diers tg Afghanistan.” said 
Mr. Stanikzai. 
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government; tell Yeltsin to quit 


MOSCOW c R i — Communist Party chief 
Gennady Zyuganov blasted Russia's new 
reformist cabinet Saturday, saying it would 
deepen social divisions, and called for a 
campaign of protests to oust President Boris 
Yeltsin from power. 

Speaking to delegates at the fourth party 
congress in central Moscow. Mr. Zyuganov- 
said the Communists would press for 
changes in Russia's constitution, which 
places most pow er in the hands of the pres- 
ident at parliament's expense. 

'The actions of the reshuffled government 
deprive the country of perspectives for 
reviving the national economy and improv- 
the life of the workers." said Mr. 
Zyuganov. 

Last month Mr. Yeltsin ordered a radical 
shake-up of the government that drafted 
economic liberals Anatoly Chubais and 
Boris Nemtsov into key positions in a bid to 
kickstart Russia’s stalled market reforms. 

"This government will undoubtedly carry- 
out policies murderous for Russia.” said Mr. 
Zyuganov, who peppered his address with 
quotations from Lenin, Josef Stalin and 
Russian nationalist poets. 

Behind him on the podium stood a large 
bust of Soviet state founder Vladimir Lenin 
and a banner bearing the defunct superpow- 
er's insignia, a hammer and sickle. 

Mr. Zyuganov, defeated by Mr. Yeltsin in 
Iasi year's presidential race, said his party- 
should devote more resources to extra-par- 
liamentary protests within the framework of 
the law. 

The parry- will also start gathering signa- 
tures calling for Mr. Yeltsin's resignation* 
he said. 

"The wider and more organised the peti- 
tion is. the more easily and organically it 
will grow into a nationwide strike,” Mr. 
Zyuganov said. 

.After his address. Mr. Zyuganov led some 
150 delegates to Red Square to pay their 
respects and lay wreathes at the mausoleum 
in front of the Kremlin that houses Lenin's 
mummified corpse. 

* The Communists are the largest faction in 


the State Duma — lower house of parlia- 
ment — but lack political clout under the 
present constitution, drawn up by Mr. 
Yeltsin after he forcibly dissolved the old 
Soviet legislature in 1993. 

Their planned petition would carry no 
legal force and pose no direct threat to Mr. 
Yeltsin or his government. 

Party sources told Reuters the petition and 
other planned protests were aimed mainly 
at keeping the Communists in the public 
eye over the coming months. 

Parliamentary polls are not due until 1999 
and the next presidential election, in which 
.Mr. Yeltsin will not stand, is set for the year 
2000. 

Mr. Zyuganov said his party would try- to 
mobilise opposition to the government on 
public holidays on May I and May 9. hop- 
ing to build on a nationwide day of action 
last month that brought millions onto the 
streets to protest against unpaid wages. 

But sounding a more cautious note, he 
added: “A vote of no-confidence in the gov- 
ernment. for which we Communists intend 
to work, would on its own (divorced from 
the wider struggle; end not with the cabi- 
net's resignation but with its even more 
harmful mutation and a dissolution of the 
Duma.” 

Party sources said the Communists did 
not favour early parliamentary elections. 

As Mr. Zyuganov rallied his supporters. 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin — a 
possible rival of the Communists in the next 
presidential race — called for greater coop- 
eration between the country's democratic 
and reformist parties. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin told a congress of his 
centrist Our Home Is Russia party that it 
should be ready to field its own presidential 
candidate in 2000, though he stopped short 
of proposing himself. 

Critics say Mr. Chernomyrdin lacks the 
Charisma to be able to succeed Mr. Yeltsin 
as president, despite the backing of influen- 
tial financial groups. Supporters say he 
would have a chance of winning an election 
if the state machinery- united behind him. 


Tung’s donation to British 
party fuels storm in H. Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — Hone 
Kong’s future leader Tung 
Chee-Hwa. who plans to 
ban foreign donations to po- 
litical groups, drew strong 
attacks" Saturday after he 
acknowledged having dona- 
ted money to Britain’s Con- 
servative Party. 

Critics labelled Mr. Tung 
a hypocrite and accused him 
of double standards, saying 
his credibility' as Hong 
Kong's leader after China 
takes back the territory- from 
-^Britain on July 1 was now at 
stake. 

Mr. Tung's office con- 
firmed a front-page report in 
the English-language South 
China Morning Post thai 
Mr. Tung had donated 
£50,000 { $81,500) to the 
Conservative Party' before 
Britain’s April 1992 general 
elections. 

The disclosure comes at a 
sensitive time, jusr days af- 
ter Mr. Tung launched plans 
to ban foreign donations to 
political parties in Hong 
Kong after the handover on 
the grounds that he did not 
want foreigners meddling in 
local politics. 

“As q person, I have in the 
past made modest donations 
to the Conservative Party.” 
Mr. Tune said. “This is a 
fact well-known to everv- 
- body and, as a result, I am 
particularly sensitive that 
this should not happen in 
Hong Kong.” 

A Tung aide told the 


newspaper that billionaire 
Tung had made the donation 
in a personal capacity when 
he was chairman of ship- 
ping group Orient Overseas 
(International) Ltd. 

He resigned from that 
position last October to run 
for the territory’s future lea- 
dership post after Governor 
Chris Patten leaves the 
British colony on July 1. 

Mr. Tung was appointed 
by Mr. Panen as a member 
of the Executive Council, or 
inner cabinet, in October 
1992. the same year he do- 
nated the sum to the Con- 
servative Party. 

Mr. Tung's critics Satur- 
day took aim at him. 

really too much for 
him to do it and then say oth- 
ers cannot do it. It's a ques- 
tion of hypocrisy and double 
standards and sort of saying 
■don’t do as I do, do as I 
say'" pro-democracy acti- 
vist Emily Lau told Reuters. 

"I just don’t think it’ll go 
down very well and it does- 
n’t really help his own cred- 
ibility. Somehow, people 
who live in glass houses 
should think very hard be- 
fore they throw stones." 

Mr. Tung could see his 
credibility suffer, said law 
Professor Nihal Jayawickra- 
ma at the University of 
Hong Kong. 

“It must affect bis credi- 
bility if you take up high 
ground and then you're 
shown up as having done 


previously what you are 
now preaching against.” he 
told Reuters. 

“If he had such strong 
views about foreigners get- 
ting involved in election 
campaigns and party funds 
then why did he do that, and 
did it create so much dam- 
age to the British system?” 

"And if it didn’t create 
damage to the British sys- 
tem, why does he think it'll 
create damage to the Hong 
Kong system?” 

The news coincided with a 
diplomatic coup scored by 
Martin Lee, the leader of the 
popular Democratic Party, 
who won an audience with 
United States President Bill 
Clinton at the White House 
in Washington Friday. 

During the meeting, which 
was described by Mr. Lee as 
“warm and successful." Mr. 
Clinton warned there “would 
be consequences” if freedom 
erodes in Hong Kong once 
China assumes control and 
assured that “Hong Kong is 
important to us (the United 
States).” 

Mr. Tung, who previously 
enjoyed a high popularity rat- 
ing. has seen his ratings fall 
in recent weeks, particularly 
after he launched plans to 
curb public demonstrations as 
well as ban foreign funding. 

If his plans go ahead, police 
permission will be nee-ded to 
hold demonstrations, while 
under the current system, 
police need only be notified. 


Bosnia: 
peace clock 
is ticking 

SARAJEVO (Ri — NATO 
ambassadors told Bosnia's 
Muslim, Croat and Serb 
leaders Friday to use the 
next 1 5 months of NATO- 
secured peace to overcome 
wartime hatreds and pur- 
sue political cooperation. 

“In our meeting with the 
presidency we have con- 
veyed a number of very' 
frank and very clear mes- 
sages — that the parties 
must take advantage of the 
secure environment that we 
provide to begin to re-build 
their country and to begin 
the long process of recon- 
ciliation " NATO Secretary' 
General Javier Solana told 
a news conference. . ^ 

Mr. Solana said alliance 
ambassadors and the sup- 
reme allied commander in 
Europe. General George 
Joulwan, delivered the 
warning during talks with 
the three-man collective 
presidency in Sarajevo. 

The ambassadors urged 
the leaders to stop blocking 
refugees from returning to 
their homes and to fulfil 
promises to reopen civilian 
flights across ethnic boun- 
daries. 

The mandate of the 
NATO-led Stabilisation 
Force in Bosnia is due to 
expire by June 199S. It 
moved into Bosnia after a 
1995 peace accord ended 
the country's 3-1/2 year 
war and had the tasks of 
separating rival armies and 
storing heavy weapons at 
closely-watched sites. 

Although Bosnian Mus- 
lim. Croat and Serb armies 
have complied with the 
treaty for the most part, po- 
litical aspects of the accord 
have aone largely unful- 
filled." 

Few refugees have re- 
turned to rival ethnic com- 
munities and freedom of 
movement remains a privi- 
lege of international organ- 
isations. Bosnia's joint ins- 
titutions. as envisaged in 
the accord, meet regularly 
but fail to take major deci- 
sions. 

Mr. Solana was accom- 
panied by the alliance's 15 
ambassadors to its policy- 
making body, tire North 
Atlantic Council. 

General Klaus Naumann. 
chairman of NATO's mili- 
tary comm i nee, said it was 
ultimately up to Bosnians 
themselves to ensure the 
peace took root. 

“We paid a high price — 
we had 64 people killed 
and we expect now thai the 
other side brings their con- 
tributions so that really a 
lasting peace can be 
achieved” he said. “We 
cannot enforce reconcilia- 
tion. this must come from 
within.” 

Mr. Solana declined to 
comment about NATO’s 
future plans in Bosnia but 
said the 3 1 ,000-strong 
peace force would leave 
when its mandate expired. 
“If we change our minds. 
weTi let you know,” he 
said. 


ICRC sends emergency aid 
to rebel-held Albanian city 


TIRANA (Rj — The Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) sent 
emergency aid to the rebel- 
held Albanian -city of Vlorc 
Saturday as more troops 
from a multinational securi- 
ty force landed in the trou- 
bled Balkan state. 

A spokeswoman said the 
Geneva-based ICRC dis- 
patched trucks earning 
food and medicines from 
the capital Tirana at dawn 
on a three-hour journey to 
the southern port of Vlore. 
which rejects the authority 
of President Sail Berisha. 

"The aid is aimed at 700 
beneficiaries in the general 
and psychiatric hospitals 
and three orphanages in 
vlore.” Nina Winquisi-Gal- 
be told Reuters. 

“The situation is still wry 
unstable throughout the 
country.” she added. But she 
said the Red Cross had 
encountered no aggression 
since they began deliveries 
last month. 

Fery A alum, the ICRC’s 
deputy head of mission in 
Albania, said: “Supplies of 
food and medicines to many 
state institutions have been 
disrupted by the crisis.” 

The ICRC. which has 


already made two deliveries 
to More institutions since 
mid-March, does not use 
military escorts despite the 
arrival inis week of an Ita- 
lian-led multinational force 
whose mission is to protect 
humanitarian aid convoys. 

Ms. Winquisi-Galbe said 
that one Red Cross team 
distributing aid this week in 
northern Albania, near the 
town of Krume. had visited 
hospitals which employed 
more armed guards than 
doctors in an effort to keep 
away gunmen. 

Albania has been full of 
guns since an armed insur- 
rection broke out in late 
February following the col- 
lapse of fraudulent savings 
schemes in which many had 
invested their life savings. 

Angry Albanians ran- 
sacked arsenals deserted by 
troops and police, flooding 
the country with w canon v 
Some 300 people hav e been 
killed in (he violence. 

Rebel committees blam- 
ing Mr. Berishj for the col- 
lapse of the schemes took 
control of much of the 
south. 

The U.N.'s World Food 
Programme lYVFPi handed 

out small supplies of food 


aid to >late institutions from 
across Albania Saturday, 
officials said. 

Vans and cars >er.t by hos- 
pitals. orphanages jnd 
home- for ihe cider! v and 
haniii capped around the 
countty drove to the western 
port of Dune- to pick up 
sacks of v, heat flour, bean., 
and vegetable oil. 

Italian million '■pokos- 
mun Lieutenant Gianfranco 
Sea las said 40 rt Italian sol- 
dier- landed b\ sea in Dur- 
re- Saturday the l.ile-t ar- 
rivals in a force that will 
eventually number o.i «A>. 
Another 550 Italian- tn*ops 
were due Sunday. 

A column of two dozen 
Greek armoured personnel 
carrier- and supply trucks 
carrying more than 100 sol- 
dier- was wailing in a sub- 
urb of the city of F:er. one 
hour's drive from Vlore. 
Greek defence attache 
Alevandro- Xiros -aid. 

"This Greek military com- 
pany i- under Italian com- 
mand. When the Italian, 
civc u* the order-, we will 
go into Vi ore." Mr. \i re- 
told Reuter.-. 

Italian military spokes- 
man Paolo Bunch; said he 
expected the Greeks u» 


reach Vlore in the next few 
day s. 

As Ihe Greek com oy with 

an Italian military escort 
travelled south FriJay after- 
noon. h*cai people lined (he 
street- to welcome them 

The multinational force 
has received a iriendly wel- 
come from Albanians, who 
hope it vv ill help restore law 
and order. 

The relief operation is 
running in parallel w ith 
diplomatic efforts to steer 
Albania towards early elec- 
tion- in June and end the 
v iolence. 

King Leka 1. back in 
Albania after a life spent in 
exile, -aid Friday he had 
won a promise trom Prc-i- 
Jen! Berisha to hold a reler- 
endum on restoring the 
monarchy. 

"The situation thai has 
been cie.iied in the country 
need- a stabilising factor 
and I think in me they see :i 
stabilising tacior.” the 5S- 
> ear-old king said ot his 
countrymen. 

King Leka wa* due to 
meet Prime Mmistei Rash- 
kiln Fi no later Saturday to 
discuss Albania's crisis, an 
official said. 


Universe may go up and down 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The universe may have an 
“up” and a “dow'n.” contra- 
dicting long-held beliefs 
that space is the same in all 
directions, according to a 
new study by U.S. resear- 
chers. 

"The shocking thing about 
our result is that there seems 
to be an absolute axis, a 
kind of cosmological north 
star that orients the uni- 
verse. We don't really know- 
vet what this axis repre- 
sents.” said John Ralston of 
the University gf. Kansas, 


The study is due to be 
published Monday in the 
prestigious Physical Re- 
view Letters. 

**We don't know if the 
axis is just a blemish in 
space or the umbilical cord 
of the universe.” astrophysi- 
cist Greg Benford of the 
University of California at 
Irvine said, reacting to the 
paper. 

The work could afreet 
physicists' views about the 
birth of the universe and 
suggests that scientists may 
need to explore how Ein- 


stein's Theory of Relativity 
and the Theory of Electro- 
magnetism might explain 
the finding. 

The scientists studied 
radio waves emitted by IN.) 
galaxies and recorded by 
observatories around the 
world. For some reason, 
they found that the radio 
waves were twi-ted into a 
corkscrew pattern before 
they reach Earth. 

Mr. Ralston said it is un- 
known if the axis was creat- 
ed 15 billion years ago dur- 
ing Lhc big bang, the cjta- 


— study 

dy-miL birth ot the universe. 

The axis stretches toward 
the constellation Sextans in 
one direction and Aquila in 
the other, the researchers re- 
ported. 

They saiJ there is no evi- 
dence that ihe axis causes 
ihe universe to rotate. 

Mr. Ralston acknowledged 
that the scientists' findings 
were so unusual they will be 
scrutinised heavily. 

"Everyone will be skepti- 
cal. This m ill be checked six 
wavs to Sunday. If it is still 
there, wow !" he said. 


Armenian opposition calls for new elections 


YEREVAN (R) — About 
20,000 opponents of Ar-men- 
ian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosyan rallied in the capital 
Yerevan Friday, de-manding 
that he quit or call new elec- 
tions. 

The demoastration in cen- 
tral Yerevan's Freedom 
Square was part of a planned 
spring wave of pro-tests 
organised by opposition 
forces. 

They say the 52-year-old 
academic’s leadership is ille- 
gitimate and accuse him of 
rigging last year’s presidential 
vote, in which he narrowly 
cleared a first-round majority 
hurdle. 

Foreign observers said the 


vote was marred by fraud and 
irregularities serious enough 
to call into question his rejec- 
tion to a second lemi of office. 

"AVe must fight for new. fair 
elections.” prominent opposi- 
tion politician Paiuir 
Hairikvan told the crowd to 
loud applause. 

Uniformed police milled 
about the square in bright sun- 
shine but did not try to disrupt 
the rally. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan briefly 
arrested dozens of his det-rac- 
tors after protests led by 
Vazgen Manukyan. a former 
prime minister who claims to 
have won the vote, turned vio- 
lent. 

Mr. Manukyan told opposi- 


tion supporters to avoid 
"provocations" that could 
force another crackdown. 

"Despite our resoluteness, 
we should be rational and 
shouldn't let the government 
use prov ocative measures." he 
said. "If the people are sure 
that the government should be 
changed, then they should be 
creativ e about iL" 

But he called on anti-gov- 
ernment forces to "stay uni- 
ted" and organise themselves 
on all levels of .society. 

"This show of force oblig- 
ates the government to agree 
to compromises, but it isn't 
enough. You must or- gam sc at 
home and at wivk." said the 
bespectacled physicist. 


Another big vvony for Mr. 
Ter-Petrosyan this week has 
been the return of serious bor- 
der clashes with neighbouring 
.Azerbaijan. with which 
Armenia has been in conflict 
for nine years over territory. 
The clashes were the worst 
since a mice. 

Interfax New s Agency stud 
Mr. Ter-Petrosyan ;uid Azeri 
President Havdar Ali-yev held 
a telephone conversation 
Friday in which they 
expressed concent over the 
new fighting. 

Interfax said each side had 
reaffirmed their comtniuncni 
to the ceasefire and had 
ordered their troops u» "obey it 
very strictly.” 


Major savages Blair in U.K. election campaign 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major is at- 
tacking Labour leader Tony 
Blair with ever more per- 
sonal jibes — likening his 
rival to a dummy, a fly and a 
grasshopper as he struggles 
to make up ground be-forc 
Britain's May 1 election. 

The increasingly acerbic 
tone of Mr. Major's taunts 
drew criticism from across 
the political spectrum, espe- 
cially after the Conserv ative 
British premier embroiled 
other European leaders in 
his domestic point-scoring. 

On Friday, the Conserva- 
lives created a storm of pro- 
test with an advertisement 
that depicted Mr. Blair as a 
ventriloquist's dummy 
perched on the knee of Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

"Don't send a boy to do a 
man's job.” it read, imply- 
ing Mr. Blair was not up to 
negotiating for Britain in 
Europe. 

The advert was the latest 


in a line of attacks designed 
to show Mr. Blair js un- 
trustworthy while Mr. Ma- 
jor paints himself as a man 
of honour with years of high 
office behind him. 

Yet the same Major is 
taunicd daily by opponents 
us a weak leader beholden 
to noisy factions in his own 
party, w hereas Mr. Blair has 
largely silenced the Labour 
trouble-makers. 

Seeking to still the inter- 
nal revolt. Mr. Major has 
moved ever closer to the 
Euro-sceptic wing of his 
party-, with the Kohl poster 
just the latest sop to those 
on his right. 

Mr. Major took a huge 
gamble this week by swit- 
ching the focus of his cam- 
paign onto Europe, hoping 
to put die spotlight on Mr. 
Blair's lack of experience of 
international negotiations. 

But he has taken off the 
gloves in an effort to claw 
back support — and plenty 
of his fellow statesmen 


don't like it. 

Liberal Democrat peer 
Roy Jenkins, the only Bri- 
ton to have held the presi- 
dency of the European 
Commission, said: "l think 
it is very doubtful bringing 
in foreign statesmen — 
whoever wins the election is 
coins to have to work with 
Kohl"" 

Former Conservative Fo- 
reign Secretary Lord Geoff- 
rey Howe expressed sadness 
that Mr. Major, trailing by 
20 points in the polls, had 
"gone against his natural 
instincts." 

"Britain would be a loser 
outside Europe.. AV'e should 
be leading Europe, not leav- 
ing it.” said a cross-party 
letter to the Times, signed 
by Lord Howe. 

Pro-European members of 
Mr. Major's government 
were said to be fuming 
about the latest turn of 
events, talking of a party on 
the verge of collapse and in 
preparation for opposition. 


"The increasingly crude 
and desperate language now 
used by John Major will 
inevitably rebound on him. 
The public w ill he contemp- 
tuous of him and his own 
party will become increas- 
ingly embarrassed." said 
deputy Labour leader John 
Prescon. 

Nor did Mr. Major show 
any sign of letting up his 
attacks, hoping to sow 
doubt among the electorate 
about so-called new Labour 
and win a record fifth Con- 
servative victory. 

"Mr. Blair changes his 
inind as often us a grasshop- 
per jumps." Mr. Major said 
in a campaign speech Fri- 
day night. 

He accused Mr. Blair of 
"naivete and inexperience” 
and said that sending the 
Labour leader to negotiate 
Britain's tics with the Euro- 
pean Liniun would be like 
sending "a fly to a spiders' 
convention.” 


N. Ireland stays high on British election agenda 


LONDON tRi — Northern Ireland forced its way onto 
Britain's election agenda as two minor bomb blasts caused 
travel chaos and a man was charged with the deadly IRA 
explosion that first shattered hopes for peace. 

Two small blasts at railway stations and a series of bomb 
warnings Friday were pan of a suspected campaign of dis- 
ruption by the Irish Republican .Army (IRA). 

They ensured Northern Ireland remains a talking point in 
the British election campaign even if hopes for peace have 
gone on the back burner until the political situation stabilises. 

“The IRA is expected to continue its tactics of mass disrup- 
tion," said the Independent new spaper. "The terrorist otgani- 
sation believes the strategy’ is working.” 


It quoted a Republican source as saying high-profile disrup- 
tions that wreak havoc but cost no lives ensured maximum 
publicity for the group and forced political leaders to discuss 
the province's problems in the run-up to the May 1 election. 

Newspapers even voiced fears that the IRA. w hich is seek- 
ing to end British rule of the province, hud somehow won 
access to the secret travel plans of Prime Minister John Major 
and said security had been stepped up ahead of the election. 

One of Friday's bomb threats was close to a sports stadium 
that Mr. Major was due to visit. Mr. Major went ahead with 
his plans but a bomb disposal squad was on hund throughout 
his visit. 
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Politically damaging 


TODAY IS Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s date with destiny. State Attorney 
Edna Arbel will decide whether to bring crimi- 
nal charges against him over the Bar-On scan- 
dal. Police, who were investigating the charge 
that Netanyahu committed a political blunder 
by proposing the appointment of Likud activist 
Roni Bar-On as attorney general in return for 
political favours, have officially recommended 
that the prime minister and his alleged accom- 
plices be indicted. Now it is up to the attorney 
general to decide whether to seek the indict- 
ment of the prime minister or only the other 
three parties including former Minister of 
Interior Aryeh Deri who is being indicted in 
another case and who allegedly was seeking to 
have that case against him dropped in return 
for his party's support to the prime minister 
over the Hebron redeployment deal. Netanyahu 
became personally implicated in bargaining 
with Deri when he appointed Bar-On as the 
country's attorney general with powers to 
prosecute or not prosecute people charged with 
criminal offences. 

If indicted, Netanyahu would be the first-ever 
Israeli prime minister to be charged with the 
commission of a crime. Technically speaking, 
Netanyahu needs not resign if the attorney gen- 
eral files c rimin al charges against him. 
Politically speaking, though, the Israeli prime 
minister would be under tremendous political 
pressure to resign from office because such a 
trial would probably take a long time to con- 
clude and because no country can afford to have 
its leader being tried and govern at the same 
time. The late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
had to resign from office in April 1977 for a 
much lesser charge when he was found to have 
kept with his wife a joint bank account in 
Washington. D.C. containing not more than 
$ 2 , 000 . 

Obviously the whole affair overshadowed the 
two-day mission of Dennis Ross, the U.S. envoy 
to the Middle East The stakes for peace in the 
region, however, remain high as long as there is 
a probable prospect that another government 
can be established in Israel if the present prime 
minister falls. For the sake of the ongoing peace 
process we hope to hear sooner of the Israeli 
attorney general's decision of whether to go 
along with the judicious findings and recom- 
mendations of a thorough police probe or over- 
rule them for political considerations. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A RECENT statement of condemnation, by the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission, of Israel's massacre of 
Lebanese civilians committed a year ago in Cana 
reflects the world community's growing concern with 
Israel's continuing aggression on the Arab countries, 
said Mahmoud Rirnawi. a writer for A1 Ra’i. The state- 
ment brings to mind, once again, the Israeli's terroris- 
ing the Arab citizens of Paiestine and Lebanon, and 
reminds the world of the abhorrent crimes which the 
Israelis commit against the Arab Nation, said the writer. 
It is to be regretted, though, that the words of condem- 
nation are not followed by sanctions or other forms of 
punishment that should be inflicted on Israel for its 
inhuman practices in Palestine, its aggression on 
Lebanon and its continued occupation of lands owned 
by three Arab states, said the writer. The time has come 
for the world community to stand firm in the face of 
terrorism and halt the murderous actions of the Israeli 
leaders, he demanded. The writer said that peace, if it is 
to prevail in this region, should ensure security for its 
peoples: the writer also stressed the need for preventing 
any power from protecting Israel's crimes. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour called on the government 
to place the question of a national health scheme on top 
of its list of priorities so as to benefit the limited- 
income groups and the needy people who cannot afford 
the rising cost of medical treatment. Mohammad 
Daoud said it is true that government employees, mili- 
tary personnel and employees of the privare sector 
firms are covered by some kind of medical scheme, but 
there is a group of limited-income and poor famili es 
who are still without any medical cover and suffer 
because they cannot afford treatment in private hospi- 
tals. The government has displayed concern with this 
group and has created a special committee to study a 
mechanism to ensure medical treatment for them at a 
reasonable cost, noted the writer. He said that the com- 
mittee could look into the prospect of increasing the 
amount deducted from private and public employees’ 
salaries in order to raise sufficient funds for a compre- 
hensive health insurance system. The writer said that 
larger funds do not only cover the cost of the groups 
who are not covered by health system but also finance 
an improvement of the existing government medical 
insurance system. In view of the sky rocketing prices of 
medicine and medical treatment at the private hospitals, 
he said, the majority of the Jordanian public will have 
relief with the introduction of a comprehensive nation- 
al health insurance system benefiting all sectors. 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 
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Is the warm peace with Israel coming to an end? 


THE PEACE treaty Jordan signed with Israel on Oct. 26, 
1994, has an exceptional strategic value from the Israeli 
and American points of view. It saved the Arab-Israeli 
peace process which, at the time, was running into deep 
trouble, at the brink of collapse. 

The bold steps taken by King Hussein and his people 
raised Jordan’s stature as a prominent player in the Middle 
East region, made Jordan an effective factor, capable of 
supporting the Palestinians, secured for Israel its longest 
borders, improved Jordan’s relations with Egypt and the 
Gulf states, with the exception of Kuwait, and converted 
Jordani an- Israeli borders from ceasefire lines which could 
flare up and move any time to internationally recognised 
borders. In general the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty 
changed the political landscape in the Middle East. 

In contrast with what both Israel and Egypt did at Camp 
David, when they demanded sizeable American financial 
aid as a price for the concessions called for by the peace 
treaty, Jordan did not lay any claim, even though its need 
for financial help is great. The average per capita income 
in Jordan is lower than one tenth that of Israel, at least 20 


per cent of its population live below the absolute line of 
poverty and six per cent below the line abject poverty, 
unemployment reached very high levels and could be in 
the high twenties. 

The peace which Jordan signed is by no means the sort 
of peace introduced by Camp David accords, which has 
not much more than ending the state of war and exchang- 
ing ambassadors. That Egypdan-Israeli peace was rightly 
called a cold peace. Now it is about to develop into a cold 
war. The Jordanian-Israeli peace was warm from the first 
day. Normalisation and cooperation in all spheres was 
complete, at least at the official level, it provided a new 
model that bypassed Camp David and set on an example 
to be followed. 

It was only natural for Israel to welcome the Jordpian 
peace and the strategic and moral gains that came with it. 
but it provided almost nothing in return. The Palestinian 
market is still closed in the face of Jordanian exports, the 
Israeli markets is practically beyond reach, the additional 
50 million cubic metres of potable water from Israel to 
Jordan, which should have been identified and agreed 


upon before the end of 1995. is yet to be seen An outside 
observer would be justified to think that full peace and 
normalisation of relations were demanded by Jordan and 
that Israel should be compensated for concurring with. 

This new model of warm peace, which set a live exam- 
ple and precedent for a comprehensive Arab-Israeli sound 
peace, was not met with the appreciation it deserves. 
Disillusioned Jordanians are disappointed. They are 
defecting to the opposite camp in bounds and leaps. It is 
not true that Jordanians have no alternative course of 
action or that they can be taken for granted as Israel and 
the American peace sponsor may think. Even the 
Jordanian leadership, which showed the highest level of 
good will, may not go on showing the same feelings, in 
light of Israel’s intransigence. Signals to that effect are vis- 
ible to those who wants to see them. 

In spite of all the one-sided good will demonstrated by 
Jordan, the Israel-Jordanian warm peace is about to col- 
lapse. its conversion to a cold peace. Egyptian style, being 
in progress. Does that cause any worry anywhere . 


Netanyahu knows he can ignore U.S. advice with impunity 


By William Pfaff 


PARIS — Benyamin 
Netanyahu could afford to 
regard his trips to 
Washington with cynicism, 
since he was rightly confi- 
dent that nothing of much 
consequence would come 
of them. He was offered 
earnest advice, which he 
safely ignored. 

President Bill Clinton is 
indebted politically to 
American Jewish voters, 
but so have been some of 
his predecessors. Much 
more important is that he 
apparently has no indepen- 
dent view of what can or 
should come out of Israeli- 
Palesriman negotiations — 
the peace process, as it 
probably no longer should 
be called. 

His administration is 
probably incapable of 
establishing a firm position 
on the fundamental issues 
of the conflict. Too many 
pressures act on it, and any 
clear stand carries more 
political negatives than 
pluses for the White House, 
the National Security 
Council and the State 


Department 

The basic question Mr. 
Netanyahu is deciding by 
making “facts” on the 
ground is whether 
Jerusalem will be a 
Palestinian capital as well 
as Israel’s capital. Israel’s 
official position is that 
Jerusalem is the unique and 
undivided capital of the 
Jewish state, but in the past 
there has been some room 
for accommodation of the 
Palestinian demand that it 
be theirs, too, and some 
assurance of established 
Palestinian interests in the 


city. 

Two Israeli human rights 
groups have recently pub- 
lished a report on what they 
call “the silent expulsion of 
East Jerusalem 

Palestinians,” accom- 
plished by a dminis trative 
restrictions, expropriations 
of properly and withdrawal 
of residence permits even 
from some Palestinians 
whose families have lived 
in Jerusalem for genera- 
tions. Official Israeli policy, 
set in 1972. is to keep the 
Arab population of 
Jerusalem under 26.5 per 


cent of the total. 

The international commu- 
nity does not, in general 
recognise Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital; nor does the 
United States, which has 
kept its embassy in Tel 
Aviv. Whether it will con- 
tinue to keep it there is 
another matter. Congress 
has already resolved that it 
should not 

There are, however, 
Christian, as well as 
Muslim, pressures in sup- 
port of the principles of 
Jerusalem as the Holy City 
of three religions, with 
some kind of international 


status or protection. 

As some Arab states have 
influence in Washington, 
too. the U.S. government 
cries to appease all sides 
while avoiding commit- 
ments that could prove 
embarrassing in the long 
run. 

Mr. Netanyahu fully 
understands the nuances of 
this situation. 

Building Jewish apart- 
ments in a historically Arab 
part of East Jerusalem chal- 
lenges America’s-., pro- 
claimed impartiality and 


demonstrates Arab weak- 
ness. Two American vetoes 
of U.N. resolutions con- 
demning that construction 
show that Israel’s prime 
minister acts with impunity 
— the United States will 
not, or cannot, stop him. 
The Bush administration 
made trouble for Israel. Mr. 
Clinton will not 

Mr. Netanyahu wants to 
discredit America's claim 
to be the impartial inter- 
locutor between Israelis 
and Palestinians. He wants 
the Palestinians, and the 
Arab generally, to under- 
stand that he is in control of 
what happens and they have 
no effective international 
recourse against what Israel 
chooses to do. This leaves 
Israel-Arab relations in 
their worst condition since 
Anwar Sadat’s trip to Israel 
in 1977. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s pro- 
gramme for the Palestinians 
is limited local autonomy, 
without national sovereign- 
ty, in enclaves separated 
from one another by Israeli- 
controlled routes and settle- 
ments, under overall Israeli 
domination. The 


Palestinians call his a 
Bantus tan solution. 

But it is all Mr. 
Netanyahu's government 
offers, and he would say to 
them that they had better 
take it while they can. 

The Palestinians and the 
Arab governments have lit- 
tle to offer in opposition, 
short of another Arab- 
Israeli war or a permanent 
Palestinian guerrilla strug- 
gle against Israel. That 
would strengthen the 
intransigent and apocalyp- 
tic right in Israeli politics, 
which seeks an Arab-free 
Great Israel. 

The remaining obstacle is 
the Jewish diaspora, if it 
were to support those forces 
inside Israel who dread the 
country’s transformation 
into an apartheid state. 
Jewish communities abroad 
— in the United States, but 
also in Europe — are them- 
selves deeply divided on 
the policies of the 
Netanyahu government. 

Understandably and no 
doubt rightly, Jews abroad 
have in the past beeh 
extremely reluctant to try to 
influence Israel’s decisions. 


made by the governments 
elected by Israel's own citi- 
zens. 

Since the diaspora is pre- 
dominantly reform or con- 
servative in its religious 
attachments, it is also pre- 
occupied by the new 
attempts by certain 
Orthodox rabbis in Israel to 
extend their control over 
the grant of Israeli citizen- 
ship and the application of 
the “right of return.” That is 
a further complication of 
the situation. 

Many friends of Israel 
have also relied on the 
United States as a check to 
Israeli extremism, and as an 
effective mediator between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
and Arab governments. 

But they cannot rely on 
Washington now. Israeli 
and disapora liberals havc^, 
long thought that the United 
States would stop Mr. 
Netanyahu before he went 
too far. It hasn't; it almost 
certainly won’t, "hie Israeli 
opposition, and its friends 
in the diaspora, are on their 
own. 


International Herald Tribune 


The incredible shortness of sight 


By Anthony Lewis 


BOSTON — Dr. Eyad 
Sarraj is a Palestinian psy- 
chiatrist in Gaza and a cam- 
paigner for human rights. I 
wrote about him last year 
when he criticised the 
Palestinian National 

Authority for mistreatment 
of prisoners and was then 
himself imprisoned for 25 
days. 

Mr. Sarraj is a long-time 
advocate of peace with 
Israel. He supported the 
Camp David agreement 
when the PLO rejected it. 
He took part in the post- 
Madrid peace negotiations 
in Washington. But now he 
sees belief in the possibility 
of peace fading. So he said 
during a visit to Boston to 


receive an award from 
Physicians for Human 
Rights. 

‘“People wanted to believe 
that this peace process 
would lead to something,” 
he said, “that Netanyahu 
would go along with it, that 
he might even be better for 
it. 

“Then came Har Homa_ It 
undermined that thinking. It 
gave the opponents of peace 
the chance to say, ‘We told 
you Israel didn't really want 
peace’. 

“Netanyahu’s short-sight- 
edness is so painful. All he 
can see is his power. He 
plays on fear to build sup- 
port. The result will be vio- 
lence, repression, more vio- 
lence. Everything will 
erupt, but Israelis will cling 


to him in the storm. He will 
survive — on the bones of 
the dead.” 

Mr. Sarraj was talking 
about despair and bitterness 
in his own community in 
Gaza. But the feelings he 
described are widespread 
among Palestinians now. In 
a recent poll, taken by the 
Centre for Palestine 
Research and Studies in 
Nablus on the West Bank, 
52 per cent agreed with the 
statement: “There is no pos- 
sibility of reaching a solu- 
tion acceptable to the two 
parties.” It was the first time 
the poll had found a majori- 
ty for that position. 

No realist can doubt that 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's recent acts 
have caused an ominous 


loss of hope for peace 
among Palestinians. And 
nor just Palestinians. The 
Financial limes of London 
summed up the wider sig- 
nificance: 

“Arab governments have 
lost confidence in the peace 
process. They are them- 
selves under varying 
degrees of challenge from 
Islamic revivalists, and 
every Israeli step back from 
peace undermines them.” 

The Clinton administra- 
tion’s response to this crisis 
in one of its proudest 
achievements, the Middle 
East peace process, seems 
curiously low-key. 

“We want to help ” I was 
told in Washington this past 
week, “but we can’t unless 
the parties give us some- 


thing to work with. 
Netanyahu will be prime 
minister for the next four 
years. Criticising him open- 
ly would only build support 
for his policy.” 

U.S. officials say they still 
hope that gestures from the 
two sides will let talks 


resume. 

But only a bold American 
demarche, I fear, can save 
the peace process from 
crumbling altogether now 
for lack of trust. Only a 
U.S. president can make the 
dominant party in the con- 
flict. America’s ally Israel, 
see again the truth that 
security lies' not in particu- 
lar bits of territory but in a 
peace that gives 


Palestinians the dignity to 
build a stable society. 

Benymain Netanyahu is a 
skillful politician. But he 
seems to lack the crucial 
ingredient for a leader who 
wants to settle an aching 
conflict That is the ability 
to see the other side's needs 
and treat it with generosity. 

Compare Nelson 

Mandela. He did not harp 
on the deaths and cruelties 
inflicted by those who 
imprisoned him. He made 
peace. If he had acted like f 
Mr. Netanyahu, playing to.W 
his own political extremists. 
South Africa would be in 
flames. 


The New York Tunes 


‘We cannot evade responsibility for our 


actions ’ and blame the global markets 


By Paul Kingman 


CAMBRIDGE. Mass- 
achusetts — Many observers 
seem determined to blame 
global markets for a host of 
economic and social ills, 
even when the facts point 
unmistakably to domestic — 
and usually political — caus- 
es. 

For example, policy in 
France is paralysed not by 
impersonal market forces but 
by the determination of its 
prestige-conscious politi- 
cians not to let the franc 
decline against the German 
mark. Britain, which has let 
the pound sink relative to the 
mark has steadily reduced 
its unemployment rate. 

The cause of France's 
paralysis is political rather 
than economic. And what 
about the United States? 

Critics of the global econo- 
my invariably reply that 
America may be creating 
lots of jobs but that they are 
tenuous because of the 
prevalence of downsizing, 
which is a reaction to inter- 
national competition (a line 
of reasoning that also pro- 
vides a good excuse for com- 
panies undertaking layoffs). 

Of course, international 


competition plays a role in 
some downsizings, but it is 
hardly the most important 
cause of the phenomenon. 
To ray knowledge there are 
no Japanese keiretsu com- 
peting to cany my long-dis- 
tance calls, or South Korean 
conglomerates offering me 
local service. Nor have many 
Americans started buying 
their home appliances at 
Mexican stores or smoking 
French cigarettes. I cannot 
fly Cathay Pacific from 
Boston to New York. 


the left and the right to pre- 
tend that exotic global forces 
are at work even when the 
real action is prosaically 
domestic. 

Many on the left dislike the 
global marketplace because 
it epitomises what they dis- 
like about markets in gener- 
al: the fact that nobody is in 
charge. 

Meanwhile, many on the 
right use the rhetoric of glob- 
alisation to argue that busi- 
ness can no longer be expect- 
ed to meet any social obtiga- 


“What explains this propensity to overstate 
the importance of global markets? In part , it . 
sounds sophisticated. Pontificating about 
globalisation is an easy way to get attention. 
But there is also a deeper cause — an odd 
sort of tacit agreement between the left and 
the right to pretend that exotic global forces 
are at work even when the real action is pro- 
saically domestic 


What explains this propen- 
sity to overstate the impor- 
tance of global markets? In 
part, it sounds sophisticated. 
Pontificating about globali- 
sation is an easy way to get 
attention. But there is also a 
deeper cause — an odd sort 
of tacit agreement between 


tions. It has become standard 
for opponents of environ- 
mental regulations to raise 
the banner of “competitive- 
ness” and to warn that any- 
thing that raises costs for 
American businesses will 
price American goods out of 
world markets. 


The overheated oratory 
encourages fatalism, a sense 
that we cannot come to grips 
with our problems because 
they are bigger than we are. 
Such fatalism is already well 
advanced in Western Europe, 
where the public speaks 
vaguely of the “economic 
horror” inflicted by world 
markets instead of turning a 
critical eye on the domestic 
leaders whose policies have 
failed. 

None of the important con- 
straints on American eco- 
nomic and social policy 
come from abroad. 
Americans have the 
resources to take far better 
care of their poor and 
unlucky than they do. 

If policies have become 
increasingly mean-spirited, 
that is a. political choice, not 
something imposed by 
anonymous forces. We can- 
not evade responsibility for 
our actions by claiming that 
global markets made us do it. 


The writer is professor of 
economics at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald 

Tribune. 


LETTERS 


Peace overcomes fear 


To the Editor: 


THE STONE-throwing Palestinian resistance should be 
supported by peace-loving Arabs in the same way 
Britain helped the liberation of European countries ter- 
rorised by Hitler’s Germany. 

XX? 11 European countries occupied by Germany in 
World War n, underground resistance forces were sup- 
plied with arms and ammunition. At the very least. 
Palestinian stone throwers should be equipped with bul- . 
let-proof shields and gas masks to lessen the sad toll of ** 

!??? ^ deadl ' pie protection equipment could 
be funded by peace-loving organisations of the United 
Nations and European Union. 

Israelis should be made to realise that it was by the 
generosity of the Arabs that they were enabled to have 
a foothold in Palestine. When the Palestine Regiment 
was termed, two companies Arab, one company Jews, 
Jey fought successfully together in World War II. Now 
“ at * ey . h ? v * toe majority of the land they should not 
g If ed sp011 to eir obvious achievements 
*6 y know all too well what happened to Hitler’s 
Germany during the period of tenorism 

Only peace and freedom. I believe, will eventually 
liberate the Middle East from fear. 


_ Paul Saint, 

4S Prince Mohammad Strtet, 
Aqaba. 
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By David Hirst 

LIKE OTHER Middle 
Eastern autocrats, whom he 
increasingly resembles, 
Yasser Arafat seems to 
think that nothing inspires 
and uplifts his people like 
outsize portraits of his 
beaming, benevolent self. 

But the ornate floodlit 
addition to them that 
recently went up in 
Muntaza Square bears an 
embarrassing quotation 
from the Palestinian leader: 
“Only with you, Ob 
Jerusalem, will my dream 
be complete.” 

Mr. Arafat’s “dream’’ is 
| that he will eventually set 
up a Palestinian state in the 
occupied territories . with 
East Jerusalem as its capi- 
tal. That may look improb- 
able now. Indeed, each 
stage of the peace process 
may appear to make it less, 
not more, attainable. 

But that, Mr. Arafat con- 
tends. is appearance only. 
Natural justice, the tide of 
history, the dynamics of the 
process, will make it come 
true in the end. 

So far. he has persuaded 
his people of this, or at least 
he behaves as if he had. 

In truth, fewer and fewer 
people do believe it, 
because with each step in 
the so-called interim period 


of the Middle East peace 
formula reached in Oslo, he 
gives more away. By the 
time it comes to the “final 
status” issues, of which 
Jemsalem is chief, there 
will be precious little left to 
negotiate. 


■‘He boasted about 
Hebron," said Haidar Abdul 
Shaft, Gaza's elder states- 
man. “But to my mind it 
was an unmitigated disas- 
ter. Now we have Har 
Homa." 

The point about Har 


Homa is that if Israel’s lat- 
est building project in East 
Jerusalem goes through, it 
will shatter the myth of the 
attainability of Mr. Arafat's 
dream, shattering it in the 
most dramatic; possible way 
— in the Holy City itself. 

In its riming, symbolism 
and emotional impact this 
6,500-apaitment complex 
is not just another settle- 
ment, nor even just another 
Jewish neighbourhood in 
Mr. Arafat’s future capital. 
Just as the Israeli prime 
minister. Benyamin 

Netanyahu, has turned it 
into an existential question 
on which the destiny of 
Zionism hinges, so Pales- 
tinians consider that if they 
give away on this, they vir- 
tually lose Jerusalem itself. 

It would be a terrible 
badge of shame for Mr. 
Arafat. Abdullah Hourani. a 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation t iPLO) offi- 
cial. said: "In the past, it 
was others who sold out on 
our behalf, or pushed us 
into doing so ourselves. 
Jerusalem is a crisis for 
everyone, especially King 
Hussein and President 
(Hosni) Mubarak, but the 
real crisis is Arafat’s. This 
time he himself would be 
burying the dream, signing 
away our birthright with his 
own bands. I don’t believe 


he can do it.” 

Mr. Arafat is still Mr. 
Palestine, the sole leader, 
with a charisma and histor- 
ical legitimacy all his own. 
But he is losing them fast. 

Tha: is not only because 
of his conduct of the peace 
process, but because he is 
proving grievously wanting 
in thaL other great and com- 
plementary task, the build- 
ing of his state-in-the-mak- 
ing. ■ 

The perfidious “Zionist 
foe" in no longer seen as 
the only source of Palestin- 
ian woes. Economic mis- 
ery', corruption, abuse of 
human rights, the creation 
of a vast apparatus of 
repression ■— all flow 
wholly or in part from the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) over 
which he presides. 

Nor. in these conditions, 
is it only the Islamist 
Hamas movement that 
opposes him. To be sure, 
they are his most potent — 
and clever — adversaries. 
They have the wit to show 
their hand — as with last 
week’s Tel Aviv suicide 
bombing — only when they 
know that the tide of public 
emotion is shifting in their 
favour, which it does when 
the Israelis humiliate Mr. 
Arafat and play havoc with 
the demeaning strategy for 


which he stands. 

More significant, now, 
than Hamas are new stir- 
rings of discontent within 
Fateh, Mr. Arafat's own 
organisation. 

Alarmed at his endless 
concessions, and. fearful 
that Hamas will steal the 
“street” from them, some 
Fateh militants urge a 
return to the armed strug- 
gle” on which Mr. Arafat 
once exclusively relied. 

Even some of his top offi- 
cials moke no bones about 
it: they would be deeply 
shocked, to say the least, if 
he backed down once 
again, resuming the peace 
process as if nothing had 
happened. 

As head of preventative 
security, and chief coordi- 
nator with Israeli intelli- 
gence. Mohammad Dahl an 
is the second most powerful 
man in Gaza. But not so 
long ago he was leading the 
Fateh Hawks in the intifa- 
da. 

When I asked him if he 
would act on Israel’s latest 
demand for a crackdown on 
Hamas, he was contemptu- 
ous. “Could I do that even 
as I tear up Oslo itself? My 
own mother would disown 
me. 

“So what do you think the 
people would think? As it 
is. some already say that I 


am ...” — he hesitated in 
search of the word — 
“unpatriotic” 

Mr. Arafat is still relying 
on diplomacy to overcome 
the gravest crisis the peace 
process has faced. He has 
hopes of the traditional, 
time-worn emeigency 
mechanisms of Oslo, chief 
of which is that whenever 
the two parties reach total 
deadlock, the United States 
intervenes as “honest bro- 
ker.” 

Yet for Mr. Arafat, the 
U.S. is not an impartial 
arbiter. Instead of redress- 
ing the balance in favour of 
the weaker parry — the 
Palestinians — it tends to 
furnish yet more muscle to 
the stronger — Israel. But 
since the peace process, 
and probably Mr. Arafat's 
survival, depends on the 
preservation of U.S. favour, 
be has little choice but to 
acquiesce in fresh retreats. 

It looks- as if the U.S. 
thinks ir can count on his 
pliancy yet again. Sceptical 
at first about the “green 
light” Mr. Arafat is sup- 
posed to have given the 
Hamas terrorists before the 
Tel Aviv cafe bombing, 
Washington has rallied to 
the Israeli line. 

From Mr. Arafat, it now 
wants an unequivocal “red 
light.” What it wants from 


Mr. Netanyahu, it ha & yet to 
say. 

Sooner or later there will 
come a crisis in which Mr. 
Arafat can be made lo bend 
no further. He will break or 
resist, with his people — 
rather than the U.S. as his. 
instruments. 

Some in Gaza think this 
momentous, defining crisis 
is already here. Others 
think Mr. Arafat will some- 
how defer it. But the people 
are already venturing down 
the path on which he may 
eventually gamble his all. 

The s'tone-throwers of 
Hebron. Bethlehem, 

Ramallah and Bir Zeir 
presage a new intifada, the 
suicide bomber of Tel Aviv 
a new reign of Islamist ter- 
ror. 

Mr. .Arafat cannot contin- 
ue to switch "spontaneous" 
popular outrage on and oft' 
to suit his diplomatic con- 
venience. He no longer 
commands enough respect. 
Without a resolution of this 
crisis, the demonstration;, 
partly led by his Fateh mil- 
itants. will almost certainly 
spread Amid growing 
insurrection, their Hamas 
rivals will not need a green 
light from anyone to make 
their own deadly contribu- 
tions. 

The Guardian 


Comet Hale-Bopp still visible in the Jordanian sky 


By Hani Dalee 

AFTER REACHING its 
1 1 perihelion (the closest 
point from sun) on the 
April 1, Comet Hale- 
Bopp started moving 
away from the sun into its 
journey for the next 2,379 
years when it is expected 
to be seen from our planet 
next time. 

Comet Hale-Bopp got 
its importance and due to 
its -brightness, stronger 
that that of the famous 
Comet Halley which visit- 
ed us in 1986. Comet Hal- 
ley, which was given spe- 
cial interest and was met 
by some spacecraft, was 
not as clearly visible as 
Hale-Bopp is. 

Even though it is bright, 
a large numbers of people 
could not see Hale-Bopp 
due to the unfavourable 
weather conditions; that 
even cancelled some star 
gazing organised by the 
Jordan Astronomical 
Society (JAS). 

Nevertheless, the comet 
is still visible for those 
who did not see it yet. The 
, comet can be seen high 
1 ■ above the north-western 
horizon after sunset and 
during dusk, up until 
about 8:30 p.m.. It can be 
easily distinguished from 
other stars due to its tail 
(short, due to the lights 
and dust of the city ). 

JAS, during its 16th 
astronomical camp held in 
A1 Azraq desert between 
April 2-4, got some good 
shots of Hale-Bopp due to 
the exceptionally clear 
sky over th£re. Two rails 
were visible, a gaseous 
blue tail and a dust white 
tail extending for more 
than 15 degrees in the sky 
(.30 times the size of the 
full moon) and revealing 
the stars through its tails. 



The sun spots (five 
groups of them), on the 


disc of the sun. responsi- 
ble for the newly discov- 


ered solar storm reaching 
Earth and disturbing the 


upper atmosphere, were 
also observed . 


The writer is member of 


the Jordan Astronomical 
Society (JAS). He con- 


tributed the above article 
to the Jordan Times. 


London’s south bank emerges from years of neglect 


By Jill Serjeant 

Reuter 

LONDON — On the shab- 
by, neglected South Bank 
of the River Thames a 
derelict power station is 
being transformed into 
Britain's leading modem 
art gallery. 

In its towering shadow, a 
thatched-roof replica of 
William Shakespeare's 
16th century Globe theatre 
is making an incongruous 
comeback on the rejuve- 
nated southern riverside. 

Long considered the poor 
cousin of the bustling 
heartland of London, the 
south bank of the Thames 
is being transformed as 
projects ranging from a 
new pedestrian bridge to a 



glass-covered walkway 
emerge from the stuff of 
dreams into reality. 

Most ambitious is the 
plan to turn the vast bank- 
side power station into the 
Tate Gallery of modem an 
in a £106 million ($164 
million) conversion due to 
open in the year 2000. 

With unrestricted views 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
directly across the river, the 
Tate conversion will 
include a rooftop restaurant 
and indoor piazza expected 
to bring new life to one of 
London's poorest areas. 

“Just as the Pompidou 
Centre has successfully 
attracted visitors to a previ- 
ously neglected area of 
Paris, the regeneration of 
bankside will create a new 


focus south of the Thames 
and revitalise the area,” 
said National Heritage Sec- 
retary Virginia Bottomley. 

New restaurants, small 
designer studios and low- 
rent housing for local peo- 
ple are all linked by a tran- 
quil riverside walkway, far 
from the roar of traffic 
alongside the north bank. 

The south bank area was 
once the entertainment dis- 
trict of London, home to 
Rowdy Inns, theatres and 
bear-baiting pits out of 
reach of authorities over 
the river in the city. 

In the 19th century it 
became an area of wharves, 
warehouses and prisons but 
it suffered heavy bombing 
in World War II. The popu- 
lation shrunk from 50.000 


I 

. -I” 


at the turn of the century to 
4.000 in 1970. 

For more than two 
decades, the concrete 
monoliths of the national 
theatre and the festival hall 
stood in lonely isolation on 
the south bank, surrounded 
by derelict land and “card- 
board city" encampments 
of homeless people. 

Unlike London’s last 
experiment with regenera- 
tion in the docklands area, 
where office blocks and the 
towering Canary Wharf 
stand as monuments to the 
get-rich-quick Thatcher 
years, the south bank’s 
makeover is more piece- 
meal and people-friendly. 

Residents, businesses and 
local councils are pooling 
ideas and resources after 


local people won a battle 
with planners in the late 
1 970s over a proposed 
office and hotel develop- 
ment and succeeded in 
buying part of the land 
themselves. 

“There has been a sea 
change in attitude in the 
last five years.” said Ian 
Tuckett. director of Coin 
Street Community 

Builders. 

“The economics of devel- 
opment have changed. 
There is more interest in 
shops, catering and hous- 
ing, which is really what 
the area needed rather than 
more offices which was the 
economic pash during the 
1970s,” Mr. Tuckett said. 

Coin. Street Community 
Builders have transformed 


a derelict meat-packing 
warehouse under the Oxo 
Tower into a complex of 
low-rent apartments for 
local families and artists 
studios. 

They leased the top floor 
of the Oxo Tower to Elite 
Store Harvey Nichols — a 
favourite haunt of Princess 
Diana — for an upmarket 
restaurant with stunning 
views of some of London's 
most famous landmarks. 

Money from the hugely- 
successful national lottery, 
started in 1994. is encour- 
aging artistic projects like 
the Tate Gallery conversion 
that would not have got off 
the ground before. 

A planned pedestrian 
bridge — the first across 
the Thames for 100 years 


— will link the new Tate 
Gallery to the steps of Sl 
P aul's, providing a lifeline 
between what will be two 
of London’s top tourist 
attractions. 

‘It has a phenomenal 
location. It is literally 
between the city and the 
West End. There is a fan- 
tastic opportunity in the 
river walk where, unlike 
the north bank, there is no 
road beside it,” said Mr. 
Tuckett. 

Plans are also under way 
to spruce up the area 
aroimd nearby Waterloo 
Station, now Europe’s 
gateway to London as the 
terminal for Eurostar trains 
arriving through the Chan- 
nel tunnel. 

Leading British architect 


Sir Richard Rogers has 
been campaigning for a 
decade for the regeneration 
of the River Thames, 
which he sees as London's 
most underused asset. 

He has submitted plans 
for a glass canopy linking 
the festival hall and Hay- 
ward Gallery on the south 
bank, with venues for out- 
door cafiSs and restaurants. 

“If funding is given to the 
Richard Rogers scheme to 
enclose the south bank cen- 
tre in glass, we will finally 
begin to redress the current 
imbalance between Lon- 
don north and south of the 
Thames ” said designer Sir 
Terence Conran. 
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Agricultural study sees Arabs relying 
more on imported wheat and sugar 


.ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states are set to 
boost imports of wheat 
and sugar in the next few 
years as farm production 
will lag behind their pop- 
ulation growth rates and 
their arable land is largely 
untapped. 

In a study on the agri- 
cultural sector in the 22- 
member Arab League, the 
Khanoum-based " Arab 
Corporation for Agricul- 
tural Investment 1 " and 
Development tACAID) 
said regional states 
already reeled under 
heavy food import bills, 
although they have 
enough land to feed 
themselves and export 
surplus product. 

Despite a steady 
increase in their wheat 
consumption, output has 
declined over the past few 
years because of adverse 
climatic conditions, fail- 
ure to exploit arable areas 
and lack of investments 
and incentives. 

The report, received 
here, said wheat produc- 
tion dropped to 17.3 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1995 from 
19.4 million tonnes in 
1994 while imports of 
such crops increased to 


16.1 million tonnes from 
12.7 million tonnes. 

“The Arab countries 
have made headway in 
achieving self-sufficiency 
in some products. But it 
remains low in wheat and 
sugar, standing at around 
58 per cent and 38 per 
cent respectively,'* the 
report said. “The gap is 
expected to grow in the 
next few years due to 
higher consumption and 
population growth." 

The study showed Arab 
states produced an aver- 
age 2,01 million tonnes of 
sugar per year during the 
first half of 1990s but 
consumption was running 
at 5.33 million tonnes, 
creating a gap of nearly 
3.3 million tonnes annu- 
ally. 

The gap was valued at 
around 1.3 billion tonnes 
a year and a steady rise in 
consumption will widen 
it to $2.2 billion in 2000, 
it said. 

Arab states have been 
reeling under a heavy bill 
of import of most kinds 
of food products despite 
their vast arable land. 

Their agricultural 
imports were estimated at 
more than $15 billion a 


year in the first half of the 
1990s while exports did 
not exceed S5 billion a 
year. This has created a 
cumulative gap of around 
S48 billion between 1991 
and 1995 and more than 
$160 billion since 1980. 

The problem has exac- 
erbated over the past 
decade due to lack of 
investment and incentives 
in the fanning sector, 
inadequate agricultural 
policies, non-exploitation 
of the arable areas and 
conflicts in some member 
states. 

According to the Arab 
League, the region has 
nearly 198 million 
hectares in arable land 
but only around 66 mil- 
lion hectares are cultivat- 
ed. 

While the population of 
Arab countries is growing 
at an average four per 
cent a year, growth in 
their farm production has 
remained at as low as two 
per cent. 

“The arable land in the 
region is under-devel- 
oped. This is because of 
the absence of funds for 
agricultural projects and 
instability in such fertile 
countries as Sudan. 


Somalia, Iraq and previ- 
ously Lebanon,” an 
expert said. 

“Funds could come 
from Gulf oil producers, 
which are the biggest 
food importers in the 
region given their desert 
nature. But they have 
been reluctant to do so 
due to their political dif- 
ferences with some mem- 
bers ” he pointed out. 

The experts cited new 
Saudi economic policies 
as another reason for the 
expected widening in the 
wheat gap in the Arab 
region. They referred to 
plans by the Gulf king- 
dom. the world's top oil 
producer, to gradually 
remove subsidies to agri- 
culture and other sectors 
as part of economic 
reforms designed to offset 
a decline in its crude 
export earnings. 

“Saudi Arabia is among 
the biggest wheat produc- 
ers in the world. But I 
believe output will 
decline because this sec- 
tor is heavily subsidised 
and will become very 
costly once subsidies are 
removed.” an expert said. 


Report shows South Asia 
poorest region in the world 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — South Asia is the 
poorest and most illiterate 
region in the world, yet its 
governments buy more 
weapons than anyone else. 

’Tne South Asia region 
has been sinking fast into a 
quagmire ofi human depri- 
vation and despair, emerg- 
ing as the most deprived 
region in the world,” says a 
United Nations-fiinded 
report . 

“To many people, the 
blunt facts, stated in this 
report may come as a 
shock." said Mahbub U1 
Haq, the author of the 
report and founder of the 
Pakistan-based Human 
Development Centre. 

The 153-page report 
offers a litany of statistics 
that show South Asia's 
deprivation: 

— More children go to bed 
hungry every night in 
South Asia than anywhere 
else in the world, including 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

— An estimated 134 mil- 
lion children work in South 


Asia. Many of these chil- 
dren work over 15 hours a 
day and are often physical- 
ly abused. 

— Of every 100,000 chil- 
dren bom in South Asia, 
nearly 600 mothers will 
die. In Bangladesh it is 
even higher at 850. maternal 
deaths and in Bhutan, still 
higher, with 1,600 mothers 
dying. 

— The World Bank esti- 
mates that the region con- 
tains about 40 per cent of 
the world's absolute poor 
surviving on just $1 a day. 

— India spends $10 per 
capita on defence and Pak- 
istan $26 per capita. On 
health and education India 
spends $14 per person and 
Pakistan $10. 

The report defines South 
Asia as Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Bhutan and Maldives. 

Mr. Haq said the reasons 
for South Asia’s slide are 
many: Political instability, 
bad governments, corrup- 
tion, lawlessness. 

“No one is going to take a 


chance investing in this 
region,” he said. 

The two political power- 
houses in the region, India 
and Pakistan, are believed 
to have the capability to 
build a nuclear bomb and 
they are on the verge of 
embarking on a missile 
race. 

"The most frightening, 
aspects of the current Indo- 
Pakistan confrontation is 
the rapid acquisition of 
modem weaponry by both 
countries,” the report says. 

“Such huge investments 
are preempting scarce 
financial resources urgently 
needed for human develop- 
ment," it said. 

Mr. Haq's report laid out 
a tough agenda for change. 

“It requires primary 
schooling for 126 million 
children, basic health care 
for 690 million people, safe 
drinking water for 770 mil- 
lion people, adequate nutri- 
tion for 87 million children 
and provision of family 
planning services to 287 
million married couples,” 


according to the report. 

And all this will cost 
about $129 billion over the 
next 15 years or $8.6 bil- 
lion a year. 

But Mr. Haq said a lot of 
tough decisions would have 
to be made, like massive 
reductions in defence 
spending “in line with the 
rest of the world.” 

Just a five per cent cut in 
spending could mean an 
additional $80 billion in the 
next 15 years. 

But it's possible, said Mr. 
Haq. 

“It’s amazing how much 
can change with just good 
government." he said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Haq said the people 
in the region are putting 
increasing pressure on their 
governments, demanding 
jobs, good government and 
less corruption. 

“People are really scared 
. . . unless it is done now we 
are really going down the 
drain,” he said. 



Andy Capp 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 





US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
QB Startling 1 0.2886 
Bahrain Dinar | 2JB6 . | UTSI 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
LebaneseHOOO 
Egyptian 
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0.39182 33.5379 
0.40013 34.2477 
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THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Tent city 
5 Time-honored 
neutrals 

10 Miscue 

14 Sanction 
misdeeds 

15 It's from the 
heart 

16 Poi source 

17 Gear for Walton 

19 Lendl of tennis 

20 Mean Amin 

21 Probability 

22 Mysterious 

24 Monstrous 

26 Basra’s land: 
var. 

27 Plumber’s joint 

28 Winter cold 
indicators 

32 Rat beans 

35 Notable 
anniversary 

36 Beginning with 

37 Painful spots 

38 

(deteriorate) 

39 Safari supplier 

41 Charge, in a 
way 

42 Love birds 

43 Karel Capeks 

play 

44 Turn loose 

45 Italy's Gulf of — 

49 Anther output 

52 Parisian friend 

53 Cottonseed 
product 

54 Jai — 

55 Pelican State 
capital 

58 Feudal toiler 

59 Pontificate 

60 Cruising 

61 Accept 

62 Predatory birds 

63 “Show Boat" 
composer 

DOWN 

1 Antilles Indian 

2 Home 

3 Communicators 

4 Harper Valley 
BP- 

5 Wrangler's seat 


by Gerald R. Ferguson 


6 Verbose 

7 Nettles 

8 Canonized mile. 

9 Wages 

10 Rudimentary 
drawing 

1 1 Molten rock 
’12 Asian land 

13 Johnnycake kin 
18 Whole and half 
23 Whitewater 
vessel 

25 Bread, 
proverbially 

26 — sanctum 

28 Paddock papas 

29 City in Spain 

30 Musical James 

31 Attempt 

32 Vientiane's 
country 

33 The jig — 

34 Fictional sleuth 

35 — Dame 

37 African antelope 

40 Memo phrase 

41 Sovereign 

43 BasebalTs Tim 
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Monday's Puzzle solvedt 


gQHHg □□□□ 

DQ00Q QHQQ □□□□ 

□□□□ 

QQQOQ QQQQ QQQi 

■□□QP □□□□□□ 

QDQQ I 
QBDB QCIDP 0QQQ | 
HEpJQBQQQBDQQQQQ 
HQpJQ _QOPQ □□□□ 
0EHH □□□□ Qnni 

□□□□ QQDQEi 
pjOPQ QQE2EIPPDQIIQ 
Qhdh snap □□□□□ 
BBHH Bang PHDDHl 


® iWTTWxme Meda Services, Inc. 
All fights reserved. 
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45 Clobbered, old 
style 

46 Awaken 

47 Niamey’s land 

48 City on the 
Allegheny 


49 History 

50 Olive genus 

51 Harmless prank 

52 Rat — 

56 “Exodus" hero 

57 Mighty symbol 




horoscope 

FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 
APRIL 20, 1997; 

By Thomas S. Pierson* -^ 

Astrologer. Carroll "i; 

Righter Foundation 42 

ARIES: (March 21 % 
April 19) By making/# 
new plan of action 
you can put into effect 
thosc changes which hate 
been on your mind -an! 
need to be implemented 
Be more thoughtful djf 
your mate later thi^ 
evening by doing somer 
thing special for hira : 6ri 
her. .O 

TAURUS: (April 20 - fo 
May 20) Try to be more 
time efficient in the days; 
ahead by planning * 
schedule today and sticky 
ing to it. You should riot 
allow anyone to sway ytrar 
opinions for career acriyi^ 
ties you have, thereby you 
can be quite successful. • 
GEMINI: (May 21 "to: 
June 21) Join forces widj 
an important acquaintance 
today who can assist you 
to become better organised; 
in vour career activities." 
This should be a very, 
memorable evening by 
planning something spe- 
cial for your mate which’ 
he or she will appreciate.- 7 
MOON CHILDREN; 
(Ju-ne 22 to July 21) Pay 
special attention today ter 
matters involving yerni 
health and thereby you can 
be successful in you£ 
career activities. You can 
find some good financial 
opportunities in Lhe news- 
paper. so keep your eyes 
open. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have some filed 
time roday, so use it com 
structively by planning 
your schedule for the days 
ahead. Be happy with yeft 
mate tonight and sbdy? 
him or her much affection 
by doing something spe-: 
cial which will be appreci- 
ated. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Your activi- 
ties should be centred at 
home today, try to be help- 
ful to your loved ones. Go 
out on the town for recre- 
ational entertainment later 
this evening with your 
loved ones and have an 
enjoyable time together. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) It would be 
wise to stay at home later 
this evening, so invite 
some interesting friends 
into your abode and have a 
charming night together. 
This is a good time for you 
to meet with a bigwig and 
discuss becoming suc- 
cessful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Study 
your property and figure 
out how you can best 
improve it with the assis- 
tance of knowledgeable 
persons. Make a plan for 
this later evening. Tty io 
improve the condition of 
your budget so that you 
will have extra funds. . 
SAGITTARIUS: fNove^ 
mber 22 to December 21) 
You may come across a 
plan for expanding your 
business interests today, 
however, you should , not 
get in over your head. 
Meet with some close 
friends later this evening 
, for some fun recreational 
activities which are enjoy- 
able. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20). It 
you have a new project in 
mind today, discuss it only 
with those people you can 
trust. You should not be 
secretive with your male: 
or you could discover that 
a difference of opinion 
could exist. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You can 
make some progress today 
at attuning a personal 
wish if you set your mind 
on it and follow through to 
its conclusion. Try to bft 
more helpful to your mate 
later this evening and he of 
she will be quite apprecia- 
tive. 

PISCES: (February 20 to, 
March 20) To avoid any 
last minute oversights' 
today, a trip should be 
planned to deal with any 
unforeseen obstacles 
which could exist. Look fb 
a good friend later this 
evening for an important 
favour you need and which 
could be beneficial. : ' 
Birth stone of April: 
Diamond — Amethyst 
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Higher cement prices seen 
raising construction costs 
between two and ten per cent 

** KHALED BOURINI. president of the engineering 
offices, expects the recent increase in the price of 
cement will lead to higher prices of tens of building 
materials and products in which cement is added as a 
main input in them such as bricks and tiles and cement 
pipes. 

Noting that the decision to raise the price of cement 
would negatively affect the real estate investment, espe- 
cially in fight of the current economic slowdown and 
the decline in development areas, Mr. Bourini indicated 
that the 10 per cent price increase is considered a sharp 
hike for a product such as cement “This will reflect on 
construction costs in the Kingdom rising by between 
tivo and ten per cent according to the quality of build- 
ings," he pointed out. 

“As such, it is clear that the fixed, low and medium- 
income groups will be the most banned of this deci- 
sion.” Mr. Bourini said noting that high-income groups 
would be affected by no more than two per cent of the 
increase. He explained that the benefit to the treasury 
from higher cement prices would not be more than 
JD18 million on the assumption that the whoie 3.5 mil- 
lion tonnes produced for the local market is fully sold. 
He highlighted the fact that prices of cement for export, 
although “reasonable,” were not increased. 

Contracting sources said the new cement prices would 
have an effect on the private sector contractors as con- 
tractors engaged in public sector projects are protected 
by a contract clause that entitles them for compensa- 
tion. 

Mohammed Khair Kilani, president of the society of 
investors in the housing sector, said the increase has 
been expected for some time as he had read in an Ara- 
bic newspaper that prices of cement in Jordan should be 
raised as a condition to extend a loan to the cement 
company to boost its production. He reiterated what he 
said at the second evaluation seminar of the housing 
sector in Jordan that “it is important to harmonise the 
requirements of the lenders and the company on the one 
hand and the market and economic conditions on the 
other.” 

Noting that the decision carries heavy negative conse- 
quences on the contracting sector. Mr. Kilani blasted the 
move to raise cement prices as at least having been 
wrongly timed and that it should have been taken in a 
positive economic climate for the sector. He stressed 
that decisions should be taken with much care to facili- 
tate and encourage investment. Mr. Kilani concluded by 
describing the move to have been taken in a non- 
encouraging economic situation and; as a result, “would 
lead to a climate that discourages investment and cre- 
ates an additional difficulty to large groups of people 
not being able to own a suitable home” ( AJ Aswaq). 
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“If an asteroid collides with Earth, it 
might not be so bad. There’s a one-in- 
40-billion chance it will land on my boss.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
br Hand Amofd and Mfkn ArgMon 


Unscramble ihese tour Jumbles, 
one toner lo each square, to form 
four ordinary wards. 
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ThatT! be 
twenty dollars 



OFTEN THE 
RESULT OF A 
PEAP BATTERY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: a[ T T T T T ] [TT Y Y T J 

A A. /N. A.il ClAAA a 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles.- RAVEN STAID COMPLY FUTILE 
Answer: No basketball team would be complete 
without this - FIVE PLAYERS 



Ailing Gulf Air to get 
$200m in rescue loan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Gulf Air’s government 
owners have agreed to 
pump $200 million into 
the coffers of the debt-rid- 
den carrier to allow it to 
overcome its financial cri- 
sis, the company’s presi- 
dent has said. 

Sheikh Ahmad Ben Saif 
A1 Nahyan said the board 
of the four-nation compa- 
ny endorsed the injection 
of funds at its meeting in 
Doha. 

“The resolution included 
material support by granti- 
ng the company a loan of 
$200 million,” he said in a 
statement in Abu Dhabi. 

'The board decisions 
reflect the support by the 
owner states and their keen 
interest to develop the 
activities of the company 
and .boost its ambitious 
plans to continue as a 
major competitor in the 
aviation industry.” he 
added. 

The shareholders — 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and 
Abu Dhabi — agreed on 
die interest-free loan after 
several meetings in a bid 
to rescue the company 
from collapse following 
accumu siting losses 
caused by growing compe- 
tition and debts. 

The Manama-based Gulf 
Air suffered from losses of 
around $159 million in 
1995, its worst year since 
the 1990-1991 Gulf War. 

The loss was slashed to 
around $30 million in 
1996 after the company 
reduced uneconomical 
routes and staff as part of 
cost-cutting measures, and 
was expected to fall fur- 
ther to $12 million in 
1997. 


Gulf Air sources said the 
$200 milli on grant would 
enable the company to fur- 
ther bring down losses and 
pave the way for the pro- 
posed increase in the capi- 
tal, from 150 million 
Bahraini dinars ($398 mil- 
lion) to 250 million dinars 
($663 million). 

Gulf Air's debt is esti- 
mated at around $2.3 bil- 
lion, which were accumu- 
lated from the purchase of 
new aircraft as pan of 
expansion plans. 

“We assure our cus- 
tomers that the company is 
back in business with 
renewed strength and a 
determination to provide 
the highest levels of ser- 
vice.” said Sheikh Ahmad, 
also chairman of the Abu 
Dhabi Civil Aviation 
Department. 

He said Gulf Air boosted 
its operating income by 
around five per cent to 17 
million dinars ($44.2 mil- 
lion) in 1996 despite a 
reduction in the fleet and 
the closure of unprofitable 
routes. 

The company also man- 
aged to slash operating 
expenses by 22 million 
dinars ($57.2 million) in 
1996 despite an increase in 
fuel prices. 

“As a result the opera- 
tional loss was cut by 
around 59 per cent to 25.2 
million dinars ($65.5 mil- 
lion) in 1996 from 61.9 
million dinars ( $160.9 mil- 
lion) in 1995,” Sheikh 
Ahmad said.”Gulf Air is 
steadily moving forward in 
the right direction with the 
support of the owner 
states.” 


Businessmen, economist propose solutions 
to difficult economic conditions in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian 
Businessmen’s Association (JBA) Sat- 
urday urged the government to exert 
pressure on the Israeli government to 
allow more Jordanian goods to reach 
Palestinian markets. 

This, it affirmed, might ease the cur- 
rent economic recession in Jordan: 

JBA member, Wael Ghneim, stated 
that the government should insist that 
a minimum of 25 to 30 per cent of 
Palestinian markets, worth an estimat- 
ed $800 million, should be open to 
Jordanian products. 

Jordanian goods are very much in 
demand in the Palestinian territories, 
he added. 

Israel remains the obstacle in the 
way of Jordanian trade with the Pales- 
tinians and if impediments are 
removed, Jordanian industry can 
begin to recover, Mr. Ghneim assert- 


wvi. 

He also called on money-lending 
institutions in Jordan to give loans 
with flexible options to Jordanian 
industries and reexamine laws and 
regulations adopted by the govern- 
ment-sponsored Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank in order to allocate more 
credit facilities to Jordanian indus- 
tries. 

He said that loan restrictions 
imposed by banks have led to a reduc- 
tion of production operations, forcing 
some industries to reduce their activi- 
ties and lay off workers. 

Taber Ai Taber, member of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce, said 
the government ought to give more 
attention to strengthening Jordan's 
relations with other Arab states and 
must open the door for more trade 
links with Iraq. 


He said that Jordan has suffered a 
great deal as a result of the U.N. 
embargo on Iraq and everything pos- 
sible should be made to promote bilat- 
eral trade to save the Jordanian econo- 
my. 

Former labour minister and econo- 
mist Tayseer Abdul Jaber said reces- 
sion and unemployment are closely 
linked and that the government has the 
power to address the situation. 

He pointed out that the government 
ran help ease the present difficult sit- 
uation by promoting investments and 
opening more foreign markets for Jor- 
danian goods, training Jordanian 
workers through the Vocational 
Training Corporation to take up jobs 
currently filled by guest workers and 
by encouraging the unemployed to 
start small businesses of their own. 


Kuwaiti banks lift 1996 profits 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — High oil 
prices and a buoyant economy boosted 
profits of Kuwaiti banks in 1996, but 
bankers will have to work harder in 1997 
to achieve a repeat performance, ana- 
lysts have said. 

All the local banks which have 
released results so far increased profits 
in 1996 with the biggest institution 
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) report- 
ing a nine per cent rise in earnings to 
713 million dinars ($235 million). 

NBK dominates the market with 
assets of 3.92 billion dinars ($12.9 bil- 
lion), more Than double its nearest rival, 
but it was not alone in raising earnings. 

The Gulf Bank, the second largest 
commercial h ank, increased profits by 
more than 20 per cent to 31.3 milli on 
dinars ($103 million), while Commer- 
cial Bank of Kuwait and the only Islam- 
ic bank Kuwait Finance House also per- 
formed well 

Last year was a "buoyant” year for all 
institutions, said Gottfried Bruder, chief 


general manager and chief executive 
officer of Alahfi Bank of Kuwait. 

Tt will be difficult for the banking 
community to maintain that (level of 
growth) in 1997,” said Mr. Bruder, 
whose own bank reported a 47 per cent 
rise in profits albeit from a low base to 
6.3 milli on dinars ($21 million). 

Three more banks have yet to report 
their annual results. 

Profits were boosted last year by 
opportunities generated by a more confi- 
dent private sector and a booming stock 
market spurred on by high oil prices, 
analysts said.* 

Many banks expanded their loans 
portfolios by lending to customers to 
invest in local shares, called margin 
lending, but shares are not expected to 
perform so well this year leaving fewer 
opportunities for banks. 

T don't think banks will be increasing 
their consumer loan or margin loan port- 
folios as they did,” commented one 
financial analyst. 


Last year also witnessed a landmark 
project finance deal worth $1.2 billion 
for a new petrochemicals complex being 
built in Kuwait, for which local com- 
mercial banks underwrote some $500 
milli on. 

Analysts see further opportunities in 
the downstream oil sector in the future, 
tut these opportunities are also unlikely 
to materialise in 1997. 

In addition, oil prices are expected to 
tafl off this year after the highs of 1996. 
although economists said the effects of 
any decline in prices is likely to take 
some time to filter through and dampen 
economic activity. 

But even if local banks have to work 
harder this year, analysts said they are in 
better financial shape after a government 
repayment programme began last year 
that is finally bringing to an end a bad 
debts saga that has weighed heavily on 
their balance sheets since a massive 
stock market crash in 1982. 


Uncertainty weighs heavily on Japanese banks 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan; 
ese banks are likely to con- 
tinue underperforming on 
the stock market over the 
next 12 months with uncer- 
tainty remaining over the 
impact of planned financial 
deregulation, analysts said. 

Even though most banks 
are through the worst of 
their write-offs, it is likely 
to take time before they 
regain international com- 
petitiveness after the 
reforms, known as the 
‘Tokyo big bang" and 
expected to be implemented 
by 2001. 

The government’s posi- 
tion on forcing leading 
banks to help bail out weak- 
er ones also remains 
unclear, adding to investor 
reluctance to resume buy- 
ing the sector, the analysts 
told AFX-Asia, an AFP- 
affiliated financial news 
service. 

One of the few to have 
upgraded Japanese banks is 
Lehman Bros. analyst 


Nozomu Kunishige, who 
has revised his recommen- 
dation from “underweight” 
to “neutral” on the view 
that the downside risk is 
considerably less than sev- 
eral months ago when fears 
of a financial crisis were 
strongest. 

“Any short-term rally is 
likely to come from news 
that lead to an improvement 
in asset quality, even if the 
March 3 1 announcement of 
the mongage securitisation 
package was slightly disap- 
pointing," Mr. Kunishige 
said. 

But other analysts remain 
cautious about the likely 
impact of deregulation, par- 
ticularly on the competi- 
tiveness of existing sector 
leaders. 

Signs that the finance 
ministry, for example, may 
allow more banks to issue 
debentures — currently the 
exclusive preserve of 
Japan's long-term credit 
banks — have led to sus- 


tained falls in .the scares of 
Industrial Bank of Japan 
Ltd. (TBJ) and Long-Term 
Credit Bank of Japan Ltd. 
(LTCB) in recent weeks. 

Japan’s 20 leading banks 
wrote off bad debts of more 
than 21 trillion yen ($166 
billion) in the five years to 
March last year. The 10 
commercial banks, seven 
trust banks and three long- 
term credit banks are 
expected to write off anoth- 
er five trillion yen in the lat- 
est year. 

Write-offs and emerging 
concerns over the impact of 
deregulation resulted in the 
banking sector's index 
falling 29.8 per cent in the 
12 months to March, almost 
twice the 15.9 per cent 
decline in the Nikkei stock 
average. 

In the year to March, IBJ 
was the sixth largest dec lin- 
er on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange's first section 
with its share price drop- 
ping 55.6 per cenL That 


compared with average 
gains of 23.5 per cent for 
shareS’ in precision equip- 
ment companies, far ahead 
of banks in internationalis- 
ing their operations. 

Yamaichi Research Insti- 
tute analyst Hideichiro 
Nishimura said that 
although bad-debt resolu- 
tion was progressing steadi- 
ly, “we will m aintain our 
‘bearish* outlook for banks 
until a more drastic bail-out 
scheme for failed banks, 
including the use of public 
funds, is worked out by the 
government.'’ 

Analysts said the separate 
April 1 announcements of 
restructuring plans by Nip- 
pon Credit Bank Ltd. and a 
merger between Hokkaido 
Takusboku Bank Ltd. and 
Hokkaido Bank Ltd. 
showed that die govern- 
ment still adopted a case- 
by-case attitude and lacked 
a clear strategy in handling 
troubled banks. 

“Until this issue is 


resolved, fears over a chain 
bankruptcy in the banking 
industry will not fade away, 
so their share prices will 
continue to underperform, 
probably for another 12 
months or so,” Mr. 
Nishimura said. 

Eisuke Sakakibara, direc- 
tor general of die 
International Finance 
Bureau at the finance min- 
istry, said recently that his 
ministry would no longer 
employ a “too-big-to-fati” 
policy when proceeding 
with financial reform. 

Bank stocks are also like- 
ly to be undermined by liq- 
uidation of cross-share- 
holdings and the continued 
decline in asset values. 

“Whether banks will be 
able to emerge as compara- 
tive outperformed against 
other sectors will depend 
largely on whether land and 
share prices will stop 
falling in a way which will 
facilitate die liquidation of 
mortgaged properties,” said 


Katsuhito Sasajitha, analyst 
at Nikko Rase arch Centre. 

Without a recovery : in 
asset values, “any rebound 
will prove to be short-lived 
for some time,” Mr. Sasaji- 
ma said. 

Standard and Poor’s asso- 
ciate director Yasuhide 
Yahiro said the rating 
agency was maintaining its 
negative outlook towards 
Japanese banks, seeing the 
big bang cutting profitabili- 
ty as competition becomes 
more fierce. 

Banks, which recently cut 
their profit forecasts, have 
generally set aside extra 
provisions in light of the 
sustained decline in Japan- 
ese land prices. 

Yamaichi estimates that 
the fall in land prices has 
boosted the combined value 
of bad debts of the leading 
20 banks by nearly 38 tril- 
lion yen since Japan’s eco- 
nomic “bubble" burst in die 
early 1990s. 




Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
torrent 


Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
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Krajicek and Roux through 
to final of Japan Open 


TOKYO 00 - Top seed 
Richard Krajicek and out- 
sider Lionel Roux won hard 
fought victories on Saturday 
to earn places in the men’s 
singles final of the SI. 22 
million Japan Open. 

A ruffled Krajicek said his 
7-6 (7-5), 6-3 victory over 
Australian Patrick Rafter 
had been a struggle against 
an improved rafter service. 

“I really had a tough time 
today. I remember the last 
time I played him I broke 
him four or five times. This 
time I only broke him 
once,” the world number six 
said. “Except for the 
tiebreak I didn’t really think 
I was getting on to his serve. 
I wasn't reading it well and 
he was mixing it up very 
well,’’ Krajicek added. 

The 25 -year-old from 
Rotterdam, who broke 
Rafter's serve at 4-3 in the 
second set, had to fight hard 
against an opponent who 
shares a similar style of 
powerful serve and volley 
play. “1 think we have a sim- 
ilar game and this may 
sound a bit arrogant but I 
think I play it better than he 
does... My only strategy 
was to try to pass him and 
look for the backhand,” 
Krajicek said. 

In Saturday’s second 
men’s singles semifinal, 
16th seeded Frenchman 
Lionel Roux beat fifth seed 
Thomas Johansson 4-6, 7-5, 
6-3 in an aceless and gru- 
elling baseline match. “If 
Krajicek is serving at his 
best it will be very diffic ult. 
But in every match there is a 
chance to break the serve of 
even the best server,” Roux 
said. 

In the last women’s semi- 
final match, fourth seeded 
local favourite Ai Sugiyama 
knocked out second seed 
American Kimberly Po 5-7, 
64,6-1. 

Sugiyama said Po's pre- 
cise baseline style had 
spurred her on to produce 
winners. 

“I wait until I’m under 
pressure for the winners to 
come out For that I have Po 


Berlusconi 
backs Sacchi 

TURIN (AFP) — AC 
Milan President Silvio 
Berlusconi threw his sup- 
port behind Arrigo Sacchi 
on Saturday, ruling out all 
chance of him sacking the 
team’s embattled coach. 

Italy’s reigning champi- 
ons have scored two goals 
and conceded nine in their 
last two games and 
slumped to 1 2th in the 
Serie A table — just two 
places above relegation. 

“I’ve never sacked any- 
body,” Berlusconi said in 
answer to reporters' ques- 
tions here. 

Sacchi Look over in 
December from Uruguayan 
Oscar Tab are z, who 
resigned because of the 
team's poor results — 
which have since worsened 
under the former national 
coach. 
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Lionel Roux of France drops his shadow on the centre court as he returns a shot to 
Thomas Johansson of Sweden during the men’s singles sen; Inal of the $1.22 million 
Japan Open te nnis tournament. Roux beat Johansson 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 to meet Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands in the final (Reuters photo) 

to thank,” she said. the points than 1 would have she said. 

Po said she was less in liked. I think I made*to<r: -Sugiyama goes on to play 

control than the two previ- many errors today but I just Po’s close friend and top 
ous times the pair have noticed her shots were more seed Amy Frazier in the 
faced each other. “Ai was a angled than the previous women’s singles at Ariake 
little more aggressive today, times we've played and she Tennis Park near Tokyo Bay 
definitely dictating more of returned a lot better today,” on Sunday. 


she said. 

-Sugiyama goes on to play 
Po’s close friend and top 
seed Amy Frazier in the 
women’s singles at Ariake 
Tennis Park near Tokyo Bay 
on Sunday. 



Morocco's Karim Aland returns a backhand to Spain's Albert Portas during their 
quarter-finals singles match in the Barcelona Open men’s tennis tournament 
April IS. Portas beat AJami 6-2, 7-5 to advance to the semi-finals (Reuters photo) 


1st Division BasketbaU Chamvionshii 

Ahli hands reigns to Cholukian 
as former champs meet Hussein 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
Kingdom's premier bas- 
ketball competition enters 
its second week Sunday 
with three matches sched- 
uled in A mman and Irbid. 

AI Yarmouk have foiled 
to show up at ail their 
matches so far and oppo- 
nents AI Jazireh will there- 
fore win by default and 
have the day off. 

While the two other 
matches are not competi- 
tive and are relatively easy, 
the one in Amman has 
more importance since it 
will be a chance for former 
champions AI Ahli to 
regroup and display cohe- 
sion and teamwork as seri- 
ous contenders when they 
face AI Hussein who are 
back in the First Division 
after an absence of two 
seasons. 

After AI Ahli suffered an 
85-57 humiliating defeat 
to Al Jazireh last Tuesday, 
the clubs' management 
handed new coach Raffi 
Cholukian the reigns fol- 
lowing an extraordinary 
board meeting in which 
they discussed the team’s 


Klinsmann 

confirms 

Parma 

interest 


MUNICH (R) — Juergen 
Klinsmann confirmed on 
Friday Italy’s Parma had 
inquired about , his avail- 
ability but said nothing was 
sealed and he would not 
decide on his future until 
the end of the season. 

“There haven’t been any 
negotiations" the Bayern 
Munich striker said. 

‘ Parma are waiting for a 
sign from me. But I can’t 
make a decision until the 
season is over.” 

Klinsmann has 

announced he will take 
advantage of a clause in his 
contract to leave Bayern at 
the end of the season. 

But the Germany captain, 
who became a father last 
week, said there were more 
important things to think 
about at the moment such 
as his new family and suc- 
cess at his current club. 

Bayern, the Bundesliga 
leaders, face champions 
Borussia Dortmund on 
Saturday in a match which 
could go a long way to 
deciding the fate of this 
season's title. 

‘T really want to win the 
Ger man champio nship ," 
said Klinsmann, who has 
never won a national 
league title in an otherwise 
glittering career which has 
taken Him to Internationale 
of Milan, Monaco and 
Tottenham Hotspur. 


surprising disappointing 
form. 

During their match with 
Al Jazireh, Ghaith Najjar, 
Al Ahli’s coach for the 
past two seasons, was seen 
coaching the team and 
instructing players during 
time-outs while 

Cholukian, a former head 
coach of the Soviet 
Unions’ national teams 
was merely watching 
although he had been 
recruited for the purpose 
of taking over the clubs’ 
t eam s with the hope of 
taking Al Ahli to new 
heights after they foiled to 
win the title during the 
past two seasons. 

Al Ahli were previously 
trained by Ukrainian 
Alexander Sacha who 


guided the team to a 1990 
win ending Al Orthodoxi’s 
1976-1989 reign atop the 
Kingdom's basketball 
scene. 

Al Ahli went on to win 
the crown in 1992, 93, 94 
before Sacha left his post 
after apparent differences 
with the board. 

Najjar took over the 
team during the past two 
years but the team was 
unable to reclaim the title 
and have been in a slump- 
ing form ever since. 

Concurrently one of the 
teams leading stars Naser 
Bushnaq also left the team 
and veteran players 
Marwan Ma’touq and 
Yousef Zaghloul followed 
suit last year. 

Standings 


In Sunday's other match, . 
Al Orthodoxi face Al Jalil 
who beat AI Hussein 79- 
40 in their latest match. 

Al Jalil are not in their 
best form as some of the 
teams best players are off 
the lineup following inter- 
nal differences while Al 
Orthodoxi appear well 
prepared hoping to win the ■ 
title for the third consecu- 
tive year. 

Despite their limited 
ability to challenge Al 
Jazireh, Orthodoxi and 
Ahli, Al Jalil and Al 
Hussein are playing the 
season with an offhand 
approach since only the 
last placed team — Al 
Yarmouk — will be rele- 
gated. 
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Fifteen-year-old Kristy Ellem of Australia swims to win the 200m breaststroke at the 
world short-course swimming championships. The win gave Australia their fourth 
title in the championship (Renters photo) 

Olympic champion 
Pankratov dips out again 


Maradona contract signing delayed 


BUENOS AIRES l AFP) — 
Unpredictable former triple South 
American footballer of the year Diego 
Maradona postponed the signing of a 
contract with league side Boca 
Juniors here on Friday because appar- 
ently he could not rearrange his 
schedule. 

Ivan Pasloski, spokesman for Boca 
Juniors President Mauricio Maori, 
said that it was impossible for 
Maradona to change his appointments 


on Friday so that the contract would 
be signed on Tuesday. April 22. while 
Guillermo Coppola. Maradona’s man- 
ager, was not available for comment. 

If and when the Argentinian star 
signs he has said he will need between 
15 and 20 days to return to a proper 
level of fitness — meaning be would 
be ready to play either against 
Independiente on May 4 or Gimnasia 
y Esgrima on May 11. 

Among the conditions set out in the 


contract are that Maradona, who 
inspired Argentina to the 1986 World 
Cup triumph and the 1990 final defeat 
by Germany, undergo a full medical 
by Boca's doctors particularly as he 
had to be taken to hospital last week 
suffering from hypertension while 
appearing on a Chilean talks how. 

He also has to stop any activities 
that would affect his physical and 
mental well-being, particularly his 
ongoing battle with recreational drugs 


' CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA "1" 

Michael Douglas 
& Val Kilmer ... in 

THE GHOST AND 
THE DARKNESS 
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CINEMA TEL-634144 

PHILADELPHIA "2* 

Demi Moore in 

STRIPTEASE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


such as cocaine — which he admitted 
on February 28 was a never-ending 
struggle. 

Maradona, who was sent home from 
the 1994 World Cup finals in disgrace 
after testing positive to drugs, had 
said on April 1 that be would not sign 
with Boca because of contractual dif- 
ficulties with his own kit sponsor and 
the company that sponsored the 
team's strip. 

"CINEMA TEL:699238 s 

PLAZA . 

Eddie Murphy .... in 

METRO 

Shows: 3:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden 
(R) — Double Olympic 
champion Denis Pankratov 
capped a disappointing week 
at the world short-course 
swimming championships 
when he failed to make Ins 
second final on Saturday. 

The Russian, who holds all 
die men's short-course and 
long-course butterfly 

records, led for the first 50 
metres of his 200 butterfly 
heat but was (hen passed by 
defending champion Scott 
Goodman of Australia and 
Germany’s Thomas 

Rupp rath. 

Pankratov, who did not 
manage a place in the 100 
butterfly final on Thursday, 
could not respond to the 
challenge and finished one 
place and 0.3 1 seconds 
behind Rupprath, the eighth 
and slowest overall qualifier 
for the evening's finals. 

The blond Russian, swim- 
ming without his customary 
black cap, clocked one 
minute 58.22 seconds, more 
than five seconds outside the 
1:52.64 world mark he set in 
Gelsenkirchen, Germany, in 
February. 

He did not seem unduly 
concerned about the out- 
come and appears to be con- 


CINEMA 


centrating his season on next 
August’s European long- 
course championships in 
Seville, for which he will 
compete in Russian trials in 
May. 

Most of the Russian team 
came to Sweden direct from 
France where they had 
trained for seven weeks, 
including four weeks at high 
altitude in the Pyrenees. 

American Misty Hyman 
gave fans in the 
Scandinavium arena a dis- 
play of her remarkable 
underwater technique and 
came close ro the world 
record in the women’s 100 
butterfly heats. 

Hyman turned on her side 
after diving in at the start 
and swam almost all the first 
length of the 25-metre pool 
under water, emerging only 
for one obligatory stroke 
above the surface before the 
turn. 

The American emerged for 
five strokes on the second 
length, six on the third and 
seven on the fourth and 
touched in a championship 
record 58.32. 

Hyman, bronze medallist 
in the 200 butterfly and 100 
backstroke at these champi- 
onships, set a world mark of 


58.29 last December but that 
was lowered to 58.24 on jfc 
March 28 by Japan's Ayari - 
Aoyama. 

Claudia Poll, who broke 
her own 200 freestyle world 
mark on Friday, faced a bat- 
tle against 15-year-old 
Australian Natasha Bownon 
in the final of the women's 
400 freestyle. 

Bowron. gold medallist in 
Friday’s 800 freestyle, led 
qualifiers in four minutes 
8.72 seconds to sound her 
challenge to the Costa Rican 
defending champion and 
world record-holder. 

Poll, who won die 
Olympic 200 freestyle title 
in Atlanta, won her heat in 
the second-best overall time 
of 4:08.93. 

American Amanda Beard, 
double breaststroke Olympic 
silver medallist, failed to jy 
make the women's 100 
breaststroke final, finishing 
ninth overall nearly a second 
outside a final place in 
1:09.72. 

South Africa's Joanne 
Russel] led the women’s 100 
breaststroke qualifiers in 
1:08.14 Mid Russia’s Andrei 
Korneev topped the men’s 
200 breaststroke qualifiers 
in 2:09.82. 


iEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1&2” 

Steven Segal... in 

GLIMMER MAN 


’ ’ Sylvester Stallone ...in COBRA 

THE HUNCHBACK OF Michael Jordan. ..in S PACE JAM 


NOTREDAME 

Show: 5:00 p.m. 


Concord 1: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
ConconJ 2: 12m 1 :30, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00 


& Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

The political satire 

AMN YA H O 

fbr reservations call 625155 
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Sports 



Vina 

^ grand slam 
sparks 
Brewers 
to rout of 
Indians 

CLEVELAND (R) — Fer- 
nando Vina belted his first 
career grand slam and Ben 
McDonald pitched seven 
scoreless innings to lead 
the Milwaukee Brewers to 
a 10-2 rout of the strug- 
gling Cleveland Indians on 
v. Friday. 

"* Vma’s grand slam in the 
fourth inning off starter 
Jack McDowell (0-2) 
extended Milwaukee’s lead 
to 7-0. He added a sacrifice 
fly for his fifth RBI of the 
game in the seventh. 

McDonald (2-1) limited 
Cleveland to two hits with 
a walk and five strikeouts. 
He retired 12 straight and 
19 of the final 20 batters he 
faced despite difficult near 
freezing playing condi- 
tions. 

“I think that was one of 
the coldest games I've ever 
pitched in, the cold just 
bites right through you.” 
McDonald said. “The guys 
went out early and scored 
some runs for me and that’s 
always a plus.” 

The Brewers have won 
three in a row and eight of 
their last 10 games. They 
lead the league with a 2.72 
era. 

In Chicago, Beraie 
W illiams doubled and 
_ drove in four and Tino 
V Martinez added a home run 
and two RBI as the New 
York Yankees snapped a 
five-game losing streak 
with a 104 rout of the 



Colorado Rockies shortstop Walt Weiss leaps over Atlanta Braves Mike Mordecai at 
second base in the fifth inning in Demer. Weiss successfully turned the double play 
to end the inning. The Braves won 14-0 (Reuters photo) 


White Sox. 

The Yankees opened the 
game with four straight sin- 
gles against White Sox 
starter Jamie Navarro < 1-1 ) 
to spark a five-run first 
inning. 

The Yankees tacked on 
two more in the second on 
an RBI single by Williams 
and a sacrifice fly by Mar- 
tinez. Williams added a 
two-run double in the third 
for a 9-0 lead. 

Chicago scored all of its 
runs in the fifth against 
Yankee starter Ramiro 
Mendoza (1-1), who 
allowed four runs and 
seven hits over five innings. 

At Texas, RogeT Pavlik 
tied an American League 
record by walking the first 
four barters of the game 
and Ed Sprague followed 
with a two-run double as 
the Toronto Blue Jays raced 
to an early 5-0 lead and 
held off the Texas Rangers, 
6-5. 

A1 Cy Young award win- 


ner Pat Heotgen (1-1) 
allowed four runs and eight 
hits in 6 2/3 innings, walk- 
ing one and striking out 
five for the win. 

Orlando Merced’s solo 
homer in the seventh to 
extended Toronto's lead to 
6-2. The Blue Jays needed 
the cushion after Mike 
Simms led off the seventh 
with a homer, Benji Gil 
added an RBI single and 
Dean Palmer homered in 
the eighth for Texas. 

In Detroit, pinch-hitter 
Dave Magadan's RBI sin- 
gle sparked a six -run 
eighth-inning as the Oak- 
land Athletics ended a four- 
game losing streak with a 
9-5 win over the Tigers. 

Oakland starter Dave Tel- 
gheder gave up five runs 
and eight hits over 5 1/3 
innin gs. BuL reliever Buddy 
Groom (1-1) pitched a 
scoreless inning for the 
win. 

Mike Myers <0-1 ) put two 
runners on base before 


Magadan singled to centre 
field, scoring Scott Brosius 
and cutting the deficit to 5- 
4. Todd Jones relieved 
Myers and walked three 
straight batters as the A's 
scored five more runs in the 
inning. 

In " Seattle, Roberto 
Kelly's three-run double 
highlighted a five-run fifth 
inning as the Minnesota 
twins pounded the 
Mariners, 10-3. 

With the game tied 1-1, 
Seaule starter Scott 
Sanders (0-4) surrendered a 
two run homer to Rch 
Becker, sparking a five-run 
fifth as Sanders became 
baseball’s first four-game 
loser this season. 

Greg added a three-run 
homer in the sixth as Min- 
nesota built a 10- 1 lead 
after six innings. 

Frankie Rodriguez (1-2) 
got the win despite giving 
up solo home runs ro Jay 
Buhner and Paul Sorrento 
in the seventh. 


Group 3 World Cup qualifiers 

Jordan scores crucial 4-1 
win over Bahrain 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S NATIONAL soccer team Saturday scored 
their first win in the World Cup qualifiers by beating 
Bahrain 4-1 as the second leg/first round Group 3 match- 
es got underway in Sharjah, the United Arab Emirates 
tUAE). 

The win gave Jordan the group lead for now, as they 
tied the UAE in overall points and lead on goal differ- 
ence. 

In order to clinch the only qualifying berth from Group 
3 Jordan will now have to beat thelJAE provided the 
UAE draw or lose to Bahrain. 

Badran A1 Shoqran opened scoring for Jordan after fol- 
lowing through a shot by Jiryes Tadros in the 15th 
minute. 

Hassouneh Sheikh made it 2-0 after receiving a perfect 
pass inside the penalty' box in the 34th minute. 

Bahrain scored their sole goal from an unexpected long 
shot that went over goalie Mohammad Abu Daoud in the 
44th minute. 

Jordan's Hassouneh Sheikh and teammates lost a series 
of easy chances in both halves and the score remained 
unchanged until the final two minutes of the match. 

Bassam Khatib added Jordan's third goal from a head- 
er in the 90th minute while Jiryes Tadros scored the last 
goal from a beautiful shot from well outside the box that 
went through Bahraini defenders to seal the Kingdom’s 
crucial w’in. 

Jordan's chance of securing the only qualifying berth 
from the croup became difficult after failing to win in the 
first leg which was held in Manama. Bahrain. 

Jordan drew 0-0 with the UAE who beat Bahrain 2- 1 . 
Bahrain kept their qualifying chances alive after defeat- 
ing Jordan 1-0. 

The Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) had evaluated the 
Kingdom's results and described as satisfactory their 
goalless draw with the UAE in the opening match — a 
good result against a 1 990 World Cup qualifier and cur- 
rently Asia’s second ranked team. 

However, the team was in its worst form in their 1-0 
loss to Bahrain. 

Onlookers had criticised the team for not being able to 
score in both their matches. 

Even in eight friendly internationals in preparation for 
the qualifiers, Jordan could only score 6 goals altogether. 
Jordan’s record included three defeats, three goalless 
draws and two wins. 

The Kingdom’s only wins were 2-0 and 4-1 in Muscat. 


Jordan had tv>o matches against Lebanon losing 1-0 
and drau. mg C-0. 

In matches against Iraq. Jordan twice lust 1-0 while 
both matches against Syria ended in goal!e>s draws. 

This is the fourth time Jordan plays in World Cup qual- 
ifying matches after taking pan in first round qualifiers 
for Mexico 96. Italy 90, and USA 94. 

Thirty-six Asian countries are contesting the first round 
World Cup qualifiers and have been divided into ten 
groups. 

Group !: Saudi .Arabia. Malaysia. Bangladesh and Tai- 
wan. 

Group 2: Iran, Syria. Maldives. Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab Emirates. Jordan. Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan. Oman, Nepal. Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan. Indonesia. Yemen, Cambodia. 

Group 6: South Korea, Thailand. Hong Kong. 

Group 7; Kuwait. Lebanon. Singapore. 

Group 8: China, Turkmenistan. Vietnam. Tajiksiun. 

Group 9- Iraq. Pakistan, Kazakhstan. 

Group SO: Qatar. India. Sri Lanka. Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will qualify for the second 
round, to be held in Singapore, where the teams will be 
di\ ided into tw u groups. 

The first two trom each group will then contest the 
Asian finals. 

The first three qualify directly for the 199$ World Cup 
in France while the winner of a play-off between the 
fourth team and the Oceania Zone winner will also qual- 
ify. 

Jordan’s 31 -member delegation includes nine officials 
alongside the lineup including Mu’iaz Risheh, Yousef 
Ammouri. Am.iaJ Taher. Hussein Shanaineh. Faisal 
Ibrahim. Subhi Suleiman. Jamal Ahu Abed. AJnun 
Awad. Nan Yadaj. Jiryes Tadros and Badran Shaqran, 
Ahmad Abu Nasouh. Mohammad Abu Daoud, Moham- 
mad Kha/'ai:. Abdallah Abu Zame’h. Isam Mahmoud, 
Munir Abu Hanlash. Bassam Al Khatib. Ahmad Khalil. 
Ja'far Hammad and Hassouneh Sheikh. 

JTY coverage of Group 3 matches 

UAE — Bahrain April 22 6:30 p.m. 

UAE — Jordan April 26 6:30 p.m. 
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DENVER (R) — Tom 
Glavine scattered eight 
singles for his second 
shutout at Coors field and 
the Atlanta Braves pound- 
ed out 23 bits en route a 
14-0 drubbing of the Col- 
orado Rockies on Friday. 

Glavine is the only pitch- 
er with more than one 
shutout at home run friend- 
ly Coors field, where only 
six have been thrown since 
the ballpark opened in 
1995. 

“It’s something to throw 
a shutout in this park, not 
too many guys do it,” 
Atlanta manager Bobby 
Cox said after his team 
recorded it sixth consecu- 
tive victory. “He was 
strong from the first inning 
on." 

Kenny Lofton had his 
second five-hit game of the 
season for Atlanta, includ- 
ing a solo homer in the 
fifth off Mike Munoz. 
Lofton had four runs 
scored and two RBI for the 
game. 

“He’s had 20-some hits 
in the last six games,” Cox 
said. “Kenny’s got a 
chance to hit anywhere 
from .300 to .380, he’s that 
good.” 


Fred McGriff had four 
hits and four RBI, while 
Michael Tucker went 3- 
for-5 with three RBI and 
two runs scored for 
Atlanta. 

The Rockies were limit- 
ed to eight singles and 
grounded into a team- 
record five double plays. 

Colorado starter Jamey 
Wright was lifted with no 
outs in the third inning as 
the Braves touched him for 
eight runs and 10 hits. 
Munoz surrendered three 
runs and six hits in three 
innin gs of relief. 

In San Francisco, Gle- 
nallen Hill drilled a rwo- 
nm double and Jeff Kent 
followed with an RBI sin- 
gle as the red-hot giants 
scored three runs in the 
ninth for a 5-4 win over the 
Florida Marlins. 

Florida closer Robb Nen 
(1-1) started the ninth with 
a 4-2 lead, but promptly 
loaded the bases before 
Hill ripped a 2-2 pitch off 
the wall in centre field to 
tie the game. 

After Bany Bonds was 
intentionally walked, Kent 
lined a 1-2 pitch just out of 
the reach of shortstop 
Edgar Renteria to seal the 
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Nickdl, Bob Hamman, Bobby 
Erir RudweU and Jeff Meck- 
tame from behind to win the 
Old Knockout Team event at 
Summer North Ameri* 
hjMMpiormhi p- their third in ■ 
i this contest The latter four 
certainly been the two out- 
ing pairs in the country for 
20 years, and Freeman and 
11 have developed into a duo 
taorc holds its own. To 
a national knockout team 


championship is no mean feat To 
“three- peat* is rare indeed, espe- 
cially these days when even low- 
ranked ‘teams are capable of a 
nagar apses. 

That is DOt gnrnpthing that can be 
accomplished without a fair amount 
of luck, and Bob Hamman was the 

recipient oT a stroke of fortune on 
thin deal from a preliminary round. 
Hmnrnun and Wolff employ a sys- 
tem where the shorter suit routine- 
ly is hid first — a method known as 
Canape, devised almost a half-cen- 
tury ago in France. Wolffs two no 
trum p was e gome force, and Ham- 
man showed his longer suit. When 
Hmnun stressed diamendn. Wolff 
leaped to (We no trump, telling 
partner to choose a slam. Hamman 
went fa- all the marbles by bidding 
a grand slam in diamonds. 

west led a low club, and Ham- 
man was not entirely thrilled with 
the contract. Whether be counted 
up, down or sideways, there were 
only 12 fast tricks available, and 
squeeze chances were almost 
nonexistent. After considerable 
thought. Hamman shrugged and 
took the club finesse — making 13 
tiieks! 

The team won 17 Internationa] 
Match Points. Had the finesse been 
w rong, the loss would have been 12 
MPa. The swing was 29 IMPs, and 
the Freemen team won the match 
by just 26] 


Giants’ seventh straight 
win. 

Doug Hemy (1-0) got the 
final two outs of the ninth 
for the victory. 

In Pittsburgh, two-sport 
star Deion Sanders went 3- 
for-4 with an inside-the- 
park home run and Dave 
Burba allowed one run 
over six innings as the 
Cincinnati Reds stopped a 
four-game slide with a 6-1 
victory over the Pirates. 

Burba (3-1 ) allowed four 
hits, walked four and tied a 
career high with 1 1 strike- 
outs. 

The Reds scratched out 
single runs in the second, 
third and fourth innings 
and added three in the 
ninth on just one hit with 
the help of two wild pitch- 
es by Jeff Granger and a 
passed ball by Keith Osik. 

Kevin Elster's solo 
homer accounted for Pitts- 
burgh's run. 

In Los Angeles, Mike 
Piazza hit a three-run 
homer and Ramon Mar- 
tinez allowed one earned 
run over 6 1/3 innings as 
the Dodgers beat the Hous- 
ton Astros 5-3. 

Piazza hit his second 
homer of the season in the 
fifth against Astros starter 
Mike Hampton ( 1 -3) as the 
Dodgers erased a 2-1 
deficit. 

Martinez (2-1) allowing 
two runs — one earned — 
and eight hits with three 
walks and seven strikeouts 
to lower his era to 2.31. 
Hampton surrendered five 
runs and nine hits in 5-2/3 
innings for the loss. 

In Philadelphia. Calvin 
Maduro picked up his first 
Major League win and 
Rico Brogna drove in three 
runs with a pair of doubles 
as the Phillies snapped a 
five-game losing skid with 
an 8-3 win over the Mon- 
treal Expos. 

Maduro (1-2) pitched 7 
2/3 innings, allowing three 
runs and slx hits while 
striking out three for the 
win. 

Jim Buliinger (0-3) took 
the loss, allowing five runs 
— three earned — over 4 
1/3 innings as the Expos 
lost for the seventh lime in 
their last nine games. 


United closer to fourth title in 5 
years after beating Liverpool ' 


Bayern and 
Dortmund 
fight out 
1-1 draw 

DORTMUND (Ri — Bay- 
ern Munich drew 1-1 away 
to champions Borussia 
Dortmund on Saturday to 
extend their lead at the top 
of the Bundesliga to six 
points. 

A bullet header from 
Karlheinz Riedle gave 
Dortmund the lead after 
Andy Moeller floated in a 
perfectly weighed free kick 
in the second minute. 

But Bayern were level 
just a minute later when 
Ruggiero Rizzitelli headed 
home a cross from Alexan- 
der Zickler. 

The draw left Bayern six 
points clear of Dortmund, 
who moved into second 
place. 

But third-placed bayer 
Leverkusen could cut Bay- 
ern's lead to three points 
with a win over VFB 
Stuttgart on Sunday. 

UEFA Cup semifinalists 
Schalke lost 1-0 away to 
Hamburg while Bochum 
defended their fifth place 
with a 1-0 win over I860 
Munich. 


LIVERPOOL (R) — Man- 
chester United moved to 
within seven points of the 
English Premier League 
title and effectively ended 
Liverpool's challenge when 
they deservedly beat their 
arch-rivals 3-1 at Anfield on 
Saturday. 

The clash between the top 
two teams in the table saw 
United dominate a Liver- 
pool side who defended 
abysmally and were under- 
mined by another woeful 
display from out-of-form 
goalkeeper David James, 
who gifted united their third 
goal which made the game 
safe for the defending 
champions. 

All four goals came from 
headers with Gary Pallister 
scoring twice for United 
and Andy Cole adding the 
other. John Barnes briefly 
gave Liverpool some hope 
with a rare header which 
cancelled out Pallister’s 
opener. 

The victory moved United 
to 69 points with four 
matches remaining. Liver- 
pool have 64 points with 
three matches to play, while 
Arsenal will move on to 66 
points with four games left 
if they beat Blackburn later 
on Saturday. 

Despite the comprehen- 
sive nature of the victory. 


United manager Alex Fer- 
guson was taking nothing 
for granted afterwards. 

“It was a massive result 
for us, very big win. a very 
important victory. Although 
we have three home match- 
es left, we still have a lot to 
do. 

*'To be champions you 
have to come here where 
they know a lot about title- 
winning sides and do well. I 
think if we win the title we 
will deserve it, but nothing 
is settled yet." 

Pallister, who set United 
on the way to victory with 
the opening goal after 13 
minutes, then scored again 
to put them 2-1 up three 
minutes before the break 
and was delighted with the 
result. 

“That’s the first time I 
have ever scored two goals 
in a match," he said. “And it 
was the perfect time to do it. 
We haven't won the title 
yet, and Arsenal are still in 
there, but this was an impor- 
tant win." 

Liverpool manager Roy 
Evans said; “We won’t 
throw the towel in and say 
it's all over, but it's a very 
tall order for us now. We 
still have to be positive and 
get our beads up because 
second place is very impor- 
tant for the (European Cup) 


Champions' League next 
season. But we are desper- 
ately disappointed." 

Former Liverpool captain 
Emlyn Hughes, who cap- 
tained the club to champi- 
onship and European Cup 
success in the 1970s, did not 
mince his words. 

■'That's it for Liverpool, 
they can't win the title 
now." he said. "They had to 
win this one to stand any 
chance and that chance has 
gone now." 

United, who had won only 
once in the league at Anfield 
in the last nine seasons, 
were put on the way to their 
biggest away victory over 
Liverpool since 1969 when 
Pallister. unmarked at a 
David Beckham comer, 
powerfully headed home 
from close range. 

Barnes equalised in the 
19th minute when he direct- 
ed his header from a Stig 
Inge Bjomebye comer wide 
of Peter Schmeichel. The 
Danish goalkeeper got his 
hand to the ball but could 
not stop it going in. 

Pallister restored United’s 
lead with another header 
from a comer after he had 
been left unmarked again. 
His goal came just seconds 
after James had made his 
best save of the match from 
Ronnie Johnson, who also 


had a clear header from a 
comer. 

James, who nervously 
came for balls when he 
should have remained on his 
line, and staved when he 
should have come out. gift- 
ed United their third in* the 
63rd minute. 

He completely missed a 
cross from Gary Neville, 
leaving Cole to direct an 
unchallenged header into 
the emprv net to make it 3- 
1. 

Eric Cantona and Cole 
twice — once in the last 
minute when he had a great 
chance to make it 4-1 — 
went close to increasing the 
victory margin. 

United will meet Borussia 
Dortmund in the second leg 
of the European Cup seinilT- 
nal at Old Traftord on 
Wednesday in u far happier 
frame of mind than Liver- 
pool will be when they play 
Paris St. Germain in the 
return of their Cup Winners’ 
Cup semifinal at Anfield on 
Thursday. 

Both sides arc going into 
those games behind on 
aggregate, hut while United 
look to have a fair chance of 
overturning their 1-0 first- 
leg deficit, Liverpool will 
have to show a huge 
improvement to overturn 
their 3-0 first-leg loss. 


Knicks secure home court advantage for 1st round 


NEW YORK (R) — Patrick Ewing 
had yet another big game for the 
Knicks on Friday, helping New 
York to nail down home court 
advantage in the first round of the 
playoffs and hold onto third place 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Ewing scored 26 points and 
pulled down 14 rebounds to lead 
the Knicks to a 97-89 victory over 
the Indiana Pacers. 

New York’s victory, coupled with 
a Charlotte loss, ensured that the 
Knicks can finish no worse than 
fourth in the East. 

The Knicks can clinch third place 
with a win at Chicago, a victoiy 
that will keep them from running 
into the Bulls no sooner than the 
conference finals. 

In Detroit. Terrell Brandon had 23 
points and seven assists for the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, who stayed in 
contention for the final playoff spot 


in the East with an S2-75 victory 

over the Pistons. 

Bob Sura added 16 points for the 
Cavaliers, who can nail down a 
playoff berth with a win over Wash- 
ington Sunday. The winner of that 
game earns the unenviable right to 
Face the Chicago Bulls in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

At Washington, Rod Strickland 
scored 27 points and handed out 
nine assists as the Bullets moved 
within one win of their first playoff 
spot in nine years with a 104-93 tri- 
umph over the Orlando Magic. 

Juwan Howard added 25 points 
for the Bullets, who have won 15 of 
their last 20 games but must beat 
Cleveland in their final game Sun- 
day to qualify for post-season. 

in Los Angeles. Elden Campbell 
had 21 points and Shaquille O'Neal 
added 18 — but just one in the sec- 
ond half — as the Lakers beat the 


Clippers 123-95. 

Nick Van Exel had 35 points and 
10 assists for the Lakers, who 
moved back into a tie with idle 
Seattle for first place in the Pacific 
Division at 56-25. 

Rodney Rogers and Eric 
Piatkowski scored 15 points apiece 
for the Clippers, who own the final 
playoff spot in the West and a date 
with the Utah Jazz in the fin .1 
round. 

In Charlotte. Damon Sroudamire 
scored 28 points as the Toronto 
Raptors snapped the Hornets ' team- 
record nine-game winning streak 
with a 108-100 victory. 

In Houston. Charles Barkley had 
seven points and rwo assists in 
overtime as the Rockets rallied to 
defeat the Dallas Mavericks 1 12- 
102 . 

In San Antonio. Cedric Cehallos 
scored 22 points off the bench and 


Rex Chapman had 21 and seven 
assists as the Phoenix Suns over- 
came a 16-poinl first-half deficit to 
post a 106-95 victory over the 
Spurs. 

Kevin Johnson added 1 1 points 
and 16 assists for the Suns, who 
took the lead with an 11-0 third- 
quaner surge and put Lhe game 
away by opening the fourth on a 10- 
0 run to stay lied for sixth place in 
the West with Minnesota. 

In Minnesota, Tom Gugliotia 
scored 22 points and Dean Garietl 
had 18 points and eight rebounds as 
the Timberwolves posted their best 
offensive effort of the season in a 
122-112 victory' over the Milwau- 
kee Bucks, 

Kevin Gamen also scored 18 
poinis, while Stephon Marbury had 
17 and 17 assists for Minnesota, 
which remained tied with Phoenix 
for sixth place in the West at 40-41. 
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Libya dismantles border refugee camps, 
transfers Palestinians to Tobruk by force 


SALLOUM (AFP) — 

Libyan soldiers on Saturday 
dismantled a desert camp on 
the border with Egypt after 
the surprise evacuation of 
250 Palestinians refugees 
who had been trapped there 
since 1995. 

Witnesses, quoted by the 
French human rights group 
Doctors Without Borders 
(DWB). said armed Libyan 
soldiers came at dawn Friday 
dragging the refugees out of 
bed and ordering them to get 
into buses which left for 
Libya. 

The evacuation took place 
on the second day of ’Eid AJ 
Adha. the Muslim feast of 
sacrifice. 

“The Palestinians refused 
to go so the Libyan soldiers 
shoved them and hit some 
with their rifles." one witness 
said. 

DWB's Eric Stobbaerts, 
Cairo's regional chief, said 
from the Salloum border 
post that Libyans were using 
bulldozers Saturday to tear 
down the last tents. 

An AFP correspondent at 
the scene said the soldiers 
worked into the night piling 
up tents, personal belongings 
and foodstuffs into trucks 
and were still tearing down 
five tents Saturday morning. 

■The place is swamped 
with snakes and scorpions 
who had built nests under the 
camp," the correspondent 
said. 

Egyptian security sources 
at the border confirmed late 
Friday the evacuation and 
said the Palestinians were 
taken to the Libyan town of 
Tobruk and put up in apart- 
ments. 

Egyptian security sources 
monitored the dismantling of 
the camp from their side of 
the border with one of them 
saying: "This is their camp. 
We can do nothing about it” 

The spokesman for the 
United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Cairo con- 



Two Palestinian children flash the victory sign at their makeshift camp in no-man's land 
on the Egyptian-Libyan border January 22 (AFP file photo) 


firmed the evacuation and 
expressed relief at the 
removal of the Palestinians 
from the insalubrious camp. 

"The dismantling of the 
camp was the only possible 
solution. We are very happy 
for the women and the chil- 
dren who are no longer liv- 
ing on the border in hardship 
conditions,” said UNHCR 
spokesman Panos Moumtzls. 

More than 70 children 
lived in the camp and were 
deprived of school for more 
than two years and at least 
three babies were born there. 

Mr. Mourn tzis deplored the 
use of force to dislodge the 
refugees and said the 
UNHCR mission in Tripoli 
will follow up the situation 
with the Libyan authorities. 

“Our delegation in Tripoli 
will follow up the situation 
with the Libyan authorities 
as agreed in discussions ini- 
tiated several months ago 
and as early as last week,” he 
said. 

Mr. Stobbaerts said DWB 
was concerned about the 


health of five people, includ- 
ing a three-year-old “her- 
maphrodite boy who needs 
to undergo surgery abroad.” 

There was no immediate 
statement from Tripoli but 
Libyan security sources, 
quoted by travellers arriving 
in Egypt, said the 
Palestinians were becoming 
a “threat" to Libya and 
Egypt’s security. 

‘'Many were trafficking in 
drugs and contraband,” said 
one Libyan source. 

Twenty-one people of vari- 
ous nationalities, including 
Nigerian, who were also liv- 
ing in the camp were round- 
ed up and taken to Libya and 
their fate will be discussed 
by Egypt and Libya next 
week, an Egyptian security 
source said. 

The Palestinian delegate at 
the Cairo-based Arab 
League, Mohammad Sobeih, 
hoped Libya would reserve a 
warm welcome for the 
refugees. 

“I hope that our brothers in 
Libya will provide their 


Palestinian brothers with the 
best care possible... until 
their return to their home- 
land,” Mr. Sobeih told AFP 
in Cairo on Friday. 

Libya set up the camp in 
1995 after Libyan leader 
M uamm ar Qadhafi ordered 
the expulsion of 30.000 
Palestinians from his country 
to prove the “failure” of the 
autonomy accords with 
Israel. 

Their work contracts were 
severed and they were driven 
from their homes, leaving 
behind personal effects 
which were confiscated or 
looted. 

Libya sent a Palestinian 
delegation to the camp in 
January to persuade the 
refugees to return but they 
refused, demanding guaran- 
tees that they will get back 
their jobs as well as property 
seized after their expulsion. 

Egypt has refused to take 
the refugees in because they 
did not have proper papers or 
held travel documents which 
had expired. 


Lebanese Shiites fight; 
Arabs remember Cana 


CANA (R) — Hundreds of 
rival Lebanese Shiites maned 
commemorations on Friday of 
the Israeli massacre of civil- 
ians in Cana, south Lebanon 
by fighting each other with 
fists and sticks outside the 
cemetery. 

Witnesses said fighting 
erupted between supporters of 
Hizbollah (party of God) and 
Amal, Lebanon's mainstream 
pro- Syrian Shiite movement, 
when hundreds of Hizbollah 
militants marched on the 
cemetery crowded with AmaJ 
supporters. 

Fighting continued for 10- 
15 minutes at the cates of the 
cemetery, witnesses said. 
They saw several young men 
with blood pouring from head 
wounds. Fijian U.N. peace- 
keeping troops at their base 
beside the cemetery said at 
least one Hizbollah supporter 
was hurt. 

Earlier, black-clad relatives 
of the dead paid silent tribute 
at the cemetery as Lebanon 
marked the first anniversary of 
the "massacre at Cana" in 
which Israeli artillery shells 
killed 100 refugees at the 
Fijian base. 

Thirteen high explosive 
shells rained on the camp in 
12 minutes, hitting two wood- 
en shelters crowded with 
refugees instantly killing most 
of the people inside them. 

More than 800 refugees 
lived in the camp and an offi- 
cial U.N. investigator reported 
that the shelling was unlikely 
to have been the result of an 
error by the Israeli gunners. 

Israel claimed the shelling 
was a mistake. 

Crowds flocked on Friday to 
pay their respects at the ceme- 
tery that has become a nation- 
al shrine to the April 18. 1996, 
killings, the worst atrocity of 
Israel's 17-day “Grapes of 
Wrath" blitz on Lebanon. 

Up to 200 people, mainly 
civilians, were killed through- 
out the Israeli raid that forced 
up to 400.000 people to flee 
south Lebanon and caused 
damage estimated at S500 
million. 

Israel said the bombardment 
— launched by former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres during 
an election campaign — was 
intended to destroy Hizbollah, 



The Lebanese light candles in remembrance of tbe 
Cana massacre of 100 men, women and children who 
were bombarded by Israel while being sheltered by the 
U.N. (AFP photo) ' 


whose guerrillas were attack- 
ing Israeli troops in south 
Lebanon and had fired salvoes 
of Katyusha rockets at Jewish 
settlements in northern Israel. 

However. Hizbollah 

emerged almost unscathed as 
Israel bombarded civilian tar- 
gets right up to the capital 
BeiruL 

In a sign of national solidar- 
ity for the victims on 
Thursday night, candles flick- 
ered in Beirut on street cor- 
ners, at monuments and in 
windows in commemoration 
of the dead. 

Speakers at an official com- 
memoration on Friday in the 
southern city of Tyre a few 
kilometres from Cana warned 
that Lebanon would fight until 
Israeli troops left the country. 

Addressing several thou- 
sand people at Tyre’s Roman 
hippodrome, Shiite parliament 
speaker Nabih Bern, the 
leader of Amal, said Israel 
could be preparing “new sea- 
sons of bloodshed,” 

“Will we witness a new 
chapter of Israel’s state terror- 
ism and where will the next 
massacre lake place?" Mr. 
Bern asked. 

He attacked the United 
States, saying: “The continua- 
tion of tbe U.S. policy of arm- 
ing Israel and placing it above 


the international community’s 
control... will lead to the 
destruction of all peace settle- 
ment efforts.” 

At Cana. 1.000 Hizbollah 
fighters lined the road near the 
cemetery with a huge banner 
that read: “Only the weak col- 
lapse after massacres. We 
become stronger." 

Inside the cemetery, black- 
clad mourners sat on the mar- 
ble tombstones. 

“My sorrow is intensifying 
and the wound is growing 
deeper every day,” said 34- 
year-old Fatima Fatouni 
whose brother died in the 
Israeli shelling. 

Photographs of entire fami- 
lies killed in the massacre 
hung from the cemetery wall 
but some could not bear to 
look at them. 

“When I come here I sit by 
my friend's grave but I never 
look at the pictures," said 11- 
year-old Youssef Yassine. “I 
want to remember him as a 
complete child, not pieces of 
flesh.” 

“Life has changed so much 
in this area. We don’t have 
feasts any more. Only memo- 
ries of our dead relatives.” said 
Tahira Balhas. 40, watching 
the mourners from her bal- 
cony overlooking the ceme- 
terv. 


Kurdish 
factions 
to free 
captives 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Rival Kurdish factions in 
northern Iraq agreed to 
release 131 prisoners at a 
meeting in Turkey this 
week, the U.S. State 
Department said on Friday. 

Spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said that at 
Wednesday’s meeting in 
Ankara, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
agreed to release 61 
detainees from the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 
while the PUK agreed to 
free 70 KDP detainees. 

The agreement came at a 
regular meeting of the so- 
called supervisory peace 
monitoring group, which 
includes U.S., British and 
Turkish officials and repre- 
sentatives of the KDP, PUK 
and Turkoman and 
Assyrian minorities in 
northern Iraq. 

The group was set up 
after fighting between the 
two factions last year in 
northern Iraq, which has 
been under Western protec- 
tion since shortly after 
Iraq’s defeat in the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The KDP invited Iraqi 
troops into the enclave last 
August to help battle its 
rivals. Fighting continued 
until the United States 
arranged a ceasefire in 
October. 

“We congratulate the 
KDP and the PUK on this 
agreement to release pris- 
oners.” Mr. Bums told 
reporters. “We hope that 
it’s the beginning of an 
effort to make more 
progress on some of the 
other issues that have 
divided them, and we look 
forward to further meetings 
of this group.” 

Points at issue between 
the two groups include 
sharing of oil trade rev- 
enues on the Turkish bor- 
der and the status of the 
city of Erbil. 


Tehran’s world relations back 
on track gradually but surely 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAN ON Saturday voiced 
pleasure at the return here 
of Australia's and New 
Zealand’s ambassadors 
shortly after they were 
recalled over terrorism 
charges against Tehran. 

“We consider it as a posi- 
tive step, said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi, 
quoted by Iran's official 
IRNA news agency. “These 
two countries showed that 
they separate their interests 
from rumours and a U.$.- 
Israeli ploL” 

The two Pacific countries 
joined a European backlash 
against Iran and recalled 
their ambassadors after a 
German court accused 
Tehran of involvement in 
the 1992 murder of four 
Kurdish dissidents in 
Berlin. 

Iran hit back by announc- 
ing it had imposed a trade 
ban on New Zealand and 
cancelled a visit here by an 
Australian economic dele- 
gation. The disputes were 
later resolved. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette was 
quoted as saying on Friday 
that European Union (EU) 
nations will soon send back 
ambassadors to Tehran after 
they were recalled in a row 
over political slayings in 
Europe. 

“I hope we will resolve 
this crisis ” Mr. De Charette 
told A1 Hayat newspaper, 
adding that the withdrawal 
of ambassadors was a sign 
of EU solidarity and of 


Franco-German friendship. 

EU nations. except 
Greece, withdrew their 
ambassadors from Iran last 
week. 

Asked if tbe envoys would 
soon return to Tehran. Mr. 
De Charette told the 
London-based A1 Hayat 
“Of course. The ambas- 
sadors will return to Iran 
after the consultations for 
which they have been 
recalled.” 

“It must be clear to the 
Iranian authorities that no 
European country is ready 
to accept the idea of Iranian 
interference in the domestic 
life of our countries." Mr. 
De Charette said. 

But he also praised Iran 
and its ancient civilisation, 
and said: “We hope to have 
with both the country, its 
people and its leaders a dia- 
logue that will benefit all 
sides... Our goal is to have 
normal state- to- state rela- 
tions with Iran.” 

Kazakhstan said Saturday 
it would give a “new impe- 
tus” to relations with Iran 
following a visit by Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati. 

“Kazakhs tan considers 
Iran one of its most impor- 
tant regional partners," tbe 
Kazakh Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement. “We are 
ready to make every neces- 
sary effort to give a new 
impetus to our relations.” 

Trade between die two 
countries remains limited, 
but rose to around $62 mil- 
lion in 1996. 

Mr. Velayati, who ended 
the two-day visit Friday, 
said in an interview broad- 


cast Saturday by Kazakh 
television that “Kazakhstan 
and Iran can play a very 
important role in guarantee- 
ing peace and stability in 
the region.” 

Mr. Velayati said that he 
and Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev had 
discussed ways of ending 
the conflicts in Tajikistan 
and Afghanistan. 

The visit was also aimed 
at boosting Iranian imports 
of Kazakh oil. Kazakhstan 
has delivered 70,000 tonnes 
of crude to Iran since the 
start of the year. However, 
supplies were interrupted 
two weeks ago becuase 
Kazakh oil has a very high 
mercaptan content, which 
Iranian refineries are not 
able to process. 

Official Kazakh sources 
said the country was expect- 
ed to export around six mil- 
lion tonnes of oil annually 
to Iran over the next few 
years. 

Mr. Velayati also said that 
“differences will be 
resolved very quickly” over 
the legal status of the 
Caspian Sea. on which both 
countries border. 

Since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Iran has 
found itself sharing the 
Caspian with four coun- 
tries: Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan and 

Azerbaijan. 

Kazakhstan is in favour of 
a division of the sea-bed 
into national economic 
exploitation zones. Tehran 
wants oil reserves to be 
exploited jointly by compa- 
nies in which each state has 
an interest. 


Mideast crisis shadowed 
Euro-Med cooperation 


VALLETA (R) — The 
European Union (EU) want- 
ed the Malta conference 
with its Mediterranean part- 
ners to deepen ties, but 
diplomats and analysts say it 
will be remembered only for 
a single political gesture. 

Tbe second Euro-Med 
conference which ended on 
Wednesday after assembling 
foreign ministers from the 
15 EU states and 12 
Mediterranean delegations 
scored a coup by bringing 
Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers face-to-face for the first 
time in weeks. 

This overshadowed the so- 
called Barcelona process, a 
S6.4 billion programme 
launched in Spain in 
November 1995 that is sup- 
posed to showcase political, 
economic and cultural links 
between the two regions. 

Maltese Prime Minister 
Alfred Sant admitted as 
much in closing remarks to 
the conference when he 
added his criticism to the 
many who had already 
bemoaned the slow pace of 
the programme. 

“(The Middle East break- 
through.) might have led 
some to believe that 
progress in the political and 
security chapter was over- 
taking progress in tbe eco- 
nomic and finance and in the 
social, cultural and human 
chapter.” he said. 

“The Malta conference 
correctly redressed this bal- 
ance — though unfortunate- 
ly indirectly by slowing 


down the first chapter” 

Mediterranean countries 
have criticised the pace of 
the programme in the past, 
and Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans van Mierlo — who 
chaired the conference on 
behalf of the ELTs 
Netherlands presidency — 
had to endure a string of 
complaints from his col- 
leagues. 

In the end he resorted to a 
familiar EU tactic to deflect 
criticism — blaming the 
European Commission. 

Asked what could be done 
to speed allocation of funds 
for hundreds of projects 
from water purification 
schemes to road-building, he 
said: “Really this is a ques- 
tion for the commission and 
for (European commissioner 
Manuel) Marin." 

But Mr. Marin, who has 
responsibility for the 
Mediterranean region, also 
resorted to that familiar tac- 
tic — he blamed tbe ELT’s 
member states. 

He urged the 
Mediterranean countries to 
be patient explaining that 
although tbe commission 
wanted to press ahead with 
projects, many had to be 
approved by individual 
member nates before they 
could proceed. 

Mr. Marin’s spokesman 
Josep Coll I Carbo was at 
pains to explain to journal- 
ists during the conference 
that behind the scenes, work 
was proceeding on the prac- 
tical aspects of the partner- 


ship. 

“I know it seems that the 
whole thing is about the 
Middle East but look at 
Jordan, look at Egypt,” he 
told Reuters. 

He was refering to 
Jordan’s initialling of an 
association agreement with 
the EU that promises lucra- 
tive trade and other privi- 
leges and discussions with 
Egypt on a bilateral treaty. 

The Barcelona process 
was conceived to reassure 
Mediterranean countries that 
the ELi’s interests did not lie 
so ley in eastern Europe, but 
it is hard to find anyone who 
believes it has succeeded. 

“Our partners see how 
much the EU is investing in 
eastern Europe and bow 
much in the Mediterranean 
and they draw their conclu- 
sions,” one diplomat said. 

“But in reality, countries 
like Poland and Hungary... 
(heir attractiveness for 
Europe cannot be compared 
to Mauritania and Libya.” 

His choice of the latter two 
was not arbitrary. Many 
Arab delegations appealed 
for Mauritania — which is 
not in Europe or on the 
Mediterranean — to be 
included in Euro-Med, while 
others said it was time to 
reassess Libya’s political 
and economic isolation. 

Another European diplo- 
mat warned, however “If 
they think things are slow 
now, wait till they see what 
happens if this group gets 
any bigger.” 
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Uganda's army kill 60 Sudanese troops 
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KAMPALA lR) — Uganda said on Friday its 
army killed 60 Sudanese soldiers and cap- 
tured more than 100 just inside Uganda, beat- 
ing back a joint attack on Monday by tbe 
Sudanese army and Ugandan rebels. 

Minister of State for Defence Amama 
Mbabazi in a statement published by the 
state-owned new vision daily denied a report 
from Sudan's state radio that 306 Ugandan 
soldiers were killed the some day in a battle 
south of the southern Sudanese city, Juba. 

He said Uganda’s army on Monday 
repulsed an attack by Sudanese troops and 
Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels at Lelabur just inside the northern 
Ugandan side of the border with south Sudan. 

“Sixty Sudanese armed forces were killed 
and 1 14 captured. The captives are in the cus- 
tody of the fourth division in northern 
Uganda. Sixty-eight LRA bandits were killed 
and 50 were either captured or surrendered,” 
he added. 

He gave no Ugandan army casualties, 
except to say that two members of a special 
army unit tracking LRA leader Joseph Kony 
in south Sudan were missing and it was 
unclear if they were killed or captured 


In his statement he denied a report on 
Sudan’s radio on Thursday quoting Sudan's 
army as saying 306 Ugandan soldiers were 
killed on Monday in a battle 70 kilometres 
south of Juba as they attempted to attack the 
capital of southern Sudan. 

“On April 14 the Uganda People’s Defence 
Forces (UPDF) attacked a combined force of 
about two companies of Sudan forces and two 
companies cf Kony bandits near Lelabur just 
inside the Uganda-Sudan border,” Mr. 
Mbabazi said 

“This combined force had the intention of 
establishing a base in Gulu or Kitgum (in 
Uganda) for purposes of carrying out intelli- 
gence work in preparation for an offensive by 
the Sudanese armed forces and Kony bandits 
in northern I J ganda * ' 

“Tbe full names and particulars of especial- 
ly tbe captives will be availed to the public in 
due course,” be added An Ugandan army 
spokesman said on Friday he had nothing to 
add ro the statement 

Mr. Mbabazi said the Ugandan army cap- 
tured an assortment of arms and the Sudanese 
and Ugandan captives were being held in 



Hoffman sues over 
silk dress 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Dustin Hoffman was a box 
office smash as the cross- 
dressing actor in ‘Tootsie," 
but he saw red when Los 
Angeles magazine ran a com- 
puter-simulated photograph 
of him in a Richard Tvler silk 
dress. Hoffman is suing the 
magazine for $5 million in 
damages because he was 
“converted into an involun- 
tary clothing model without 
pay and of course, without 
his consent or even his 
knowledge.” according to 
court documents. 

Supermodel Claudia 
Schiffer dreams of 
being cloned 

LIMA (R) — German super- 
model Claudia Schiffer 
shared a dream on Friday that 
might delight many of her 
male admirers: she would 
love to be cloned. "I'd love to 
have two (clones) so that I 
could have more time for 
myself." Schiffer told a news 
conference in Lima. Schiffer 
is in Peru to promote a local 
credit card and take part in a 
fashion show. The famous 
blonde, who visited 
Colombia last year, said she 
and fellow supermodels 
Christy Turlington. Elle 
Maqpherson and Naomi 
Campbell hoped to open a 
branch of their fashion cafe 
chain in Latin America short- 
ly. “We are studying the main 
Latin American cities and it is 
very likely that by the end of 
July we will have opened one 
in Mexico," she said. 

Renoir painting 
drops $28 
million in value 

NEW YORK (AFP) — A 
Renoir portrait titled “Le 
Moulin de la Galenc," the 
second-most valuable paint- 
ing in the world in 1990 
when it sold for $78.1 mil- 
lion, dropped to $50 million 
in a recent sale, the Wall 
Street Journal reported 
Friday. Japanese paper mag- 
nate Ryoei Saito bought the 
painting at a May 1990 
Sotheby’s auction, which 
brought in $287 million, a 
record which has never been 
broken. At the time. Saito 
was so entranced with his 
new purchase that he said he 
intended to be buried with it. 

Cruise stars in 
Kubrick film 

NEW YORK (API — Tom 
Cruise won’t say exactly 
what he’s doing in Stanley 
Kubrick’s new psychological 
thriller ‘Eyes Wide Shut” — 
but he’s not wearing a dress. 
“I’ve read a lot of stuff. No 
one's gotten it right. They’re 
reaching.” Cruise told the 
New York Daily News when 
asked if Kubrick had him 
dress in women's clothing for 
the film. The actor and his 
real-life wife, Nicole Kid- 
man. play out a variety of 
sexual fantasies in the film, 
currently in production in 
England. He admitted that "it 
can be grueling” working 
with Kubrick, the director of 
“Dr. Strangelove” and “A 
Clockwork Orange." “He 
rehearses, we work on the 
scene.^ then he rewrites 
again.” said Cruise, nominat- 
ed for an Oscar this year for 
“Jerry Maguire." But. he said, 
“as an actor, you have to sup- 
port the director. It's his 
vision.” 

Model gives dating 
advice 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Supermodel Tyra Banks is 
through dating celebrities — 
and model groupies. "When 
you date a modelizer. you get 
insecure because you don’t 
want them to see you not 
looking like a model" Bunks 
said in the May issue of 
details magazine. Banks, who 
has been paired with singer 
Seal and director John 
Singleton, said she would 
much rather date a normal 
guy who’s not famous. But 
what’s the best way to neat a 
model-girlfriend? “Don’t tell 
her that she's beautiful when 
you see her at work, because 
then she thinks you're talking 
to the model,” Banks said. 
’Tell her when she comes out 
of the shower” 



